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By Y the Fe and with of Fs: . 
friends, we have been incited to attempt a 
Hiſtory of the Proceedings of the late Aſſembly 
which has been denominated the CONVENTION. 
But neither the defir res or wiſhes of our friends, 
nor the hopes of fame or profit could have had 
this effect, had 1 we not ſtronger motives, 


TEE memorials of paſt events have hitherto, 
in general, been collected from the fugitive and 
evaneſcent pieces of the day, which curioſity 
has preſerved through accident, or diligence 
ſelected with labour. The Englith hiſtorian 
has had, on this account, frequent occaſion to 
thank. the attention of Ruſhworth and D'Ewer, 
and other collectors of that ſtamp, for that in- 
duſtry which gave them new lights, and taught 
them to look to objects in different manners, 
In the party-hiſtorian of the moment, prejudice 
alone was to be acquired; his own paſſions being 
warmed, he only ſtrives to heat the imaginations 
of his readers into a ſimilar ardour. The ſprings 
of men's actions are not, at all times, to be 
developed by what they ſay, but a continued- 


ardour in the Cauſe of Freedom cannot be eaſily 


aſſumed : He therefore who reads Anchitell 


= REF: AC: A 
Grey's Debates will be better able to judge of 
. the patriotiſm of men, than he who, oohtenting 
himſelf with the page of the hiſtorian, ſatisfies 
himſelf to behold things as Hume or op 
deſcribe them | 


For thoſe who wiſh to Tead e as ; they 
were tranſacted, the following collection is made. 
We do not pretend to diſcover the ſprings of 
actions; we only ſtate what men ſaid and did 
publickly; and we leave theſe to poſterity to 
determine upon. We are too near to accuſe 
men of any complexion with faction or corrup- 
tion. Perhaps poſterity may look up with reve- 
rence at the names in theſe pages, as men 
whoſe virtue had ſtruggled for the reſtoration of 
the Conſtitution: Perhaps its reſearches ſhall | 
be guided to another page, where they may 
adinire the intrepidity of thoſe who, diſdainful 
of preſent fame, conſidered only the intereſt of 
future times, in ſending down to them the Con- 
ſtitution unimpaired. 


In any event, theſe ſheets will not be with- 
out their utility: They mark the ſtruggles, 
which were made ;—they point out the attempts 
which were withſtood ;—they are, as far as they 
go, the ground-work upon which a Parliamen- 

tary Reformation was attempted. Whether 


j 


P” REF AC Ke 
that was fair, full, and equal, we cannot deter- 
mine. | 


. In this account of the tranſaQtions of the 
Convention, though we do not take upon us 
to. ſay that we are verbally accurate, yet we 
can declare, that our aſſertions are ſubſtantially 
true. In theſe ſheets, therefore, may be found 
every reaſon which had weight or ſeemed to 
carry conviction to the auditors ; and every 
debate as faithfully collected as diligence could 
procure. The Reader will not, however, be 
fatigued with thoſe which were leſs important, 
perhaps uſeleſs. In this ſelection we have been 
aſſiſted by men of learning and ability, ſome 
of whom ſtood high in the Convention, and 
are admired by the nation. It might, perhaps, 
be a matter of profit to the Bookſeller, if he 
were atliberty to name them. As it is, the Book 
muſt ſtand or fall by its own utility or merits. 
It preſerves records which ſhortly will no where 
elſe be to be found; and it records names 
whoſe poſterity will, it may be, think them- 
| ſelves illuſtrious, from their anceſtors being 
numbered among the Delegates of the Volun- 
teers of Ireland in the National Convention. 
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H S T 248 
OF THE 1 
PROCEEDINGS any DEBATES 
OF THE 
VoLUNTEER DELEGATES. 


* uh. 


ULSTER MEETING. 


Ar a meeting. of Delegates from forty-five Companies 
of the Province of Ulſter, aſſembled at Liſburn the 1ſt of 
July, 1783, in purſuance of a public requiſition of the 
Ulſter Regiment, viz. Southern Battalion of 1{ Ulſter 
Regiment; 1ſt Independent County Down Regiment; the 
Union Regiment; Ulſter Regiment; Beltaſt 1ſt Volun- 
teer Company; and Belfaſt Volunteer Company. 


LizuT. Cor. SHARMAN in the Chair. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That a general Mecting of the 
Volunteer Delegates of the Province of Ulſter, on the ſubjett 
of. A MORE EQUAL REPRESENTATION OP THE PEO= | 
PLE IN PARLIAMENT, 7s hereby earneſtly entreated ; to 
- held at Dungannon, on Menlay, the 8th Day of Septem- 

next, 


B 


5 r : 


a Reſolved ungnimonſly, T hat the following Gentlemen ( 72 
ven to be a quorum) be uppointed a Committee of Correſpondence 
or communicating with the other Corps of the Province, for 
= taking preparatory. fleps to forward the intentions of this meet- 

ing, and for collecting the beſt authorities and information on 
the ſubject of a Parliamentary Reform, vis. 


Lieut. Col. Sharman, Col. Rowley, 
Capt. Black, T Major Fam Crawford, 
Dr. Alex. Crewferd, Lieut. Col. Banks, 
Major Burden, | Mr. Robert T hompſon, 
Capt. Wad. Cunningham, Capt. Thomas Prentice, 
Revd. Mr. Craig, Lieut. Tomb. 


Dr. Samuel Moore, 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the following May? be N. 
kſbed i in the publi public prints: * 


To the VoLuNTEER ARMY of the PROVINCE . 
"ULSTER. 


FELLOW. CITIZENS, on WA 

IN common wirh every claſs of [riſhmen, You are ſen- 
ſible that this kingdom, for many centuries, might have 
continued to bear its chains in ignoble and indigent ob- 
ſcurity, had not an army of its citizens, by a great effort, 
| dared to caſt them off. 

That the dignified conduct of that army lately reſtored 
to the Imperial crown of Ireland its original ſplendor, to 
nobility its antient privileges, and to the nation at large 
its inherent rights as a ſovereign independent ſtate ;z—that 
by inculcating the glorious ſpirit of toleration, it has united 
the once diſtracted inhabitants of this coumry into an in- 
diſſoluble maſs; and promoted the moſt exalted reverence 
for the laws, are facts that will exhibit a ſplendid gn in- 
tereſting Gere in the annals of the age. 

From a military inſtitution, ſo ſingular in its nature as 
to comprehend the ſeveral gradations of nohles, commoners, 
merchants, yeomen and mechanics, every ſubſtantial good 
will be expected by wiſe and virtuous men. e 
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They will, oh honeſt. pride, behold in, the ſtate an 
_ unparalleled combination of the military with the civil 
character, exiſting only for the general intereſts of the com- 
munity; and prepared, on the pureſt principles of the conp 
ſtitution, to give efficacy to the wiſhes of Three Millions 
of People. 

The idea of a well-digeſted Parliamentary Reform, has 
ever experienced a favourable reception in the uncorrupted 
breaſts of Iriſhmen and of Britons.—It has been uniformly 
looked up to as the true ſource of public virtue and of po- 
litical ſalvation, by the firſt characters theſe kingdoms have 


produced. In this age, we have ſeen it warmly ſupported 


by that conſummate ſtateſman the late Earl of Chatham; 
and revived by the heir to his abilities and name, the pre- 
ſent William Pitt. It has received the ſanction of the moſt 
eminent and honeſt men in both Houſes of the Brittſh Par- 


liament; of a great number of the moſt reſpeQable ſhires 


in England; of the Volunteer Delegates of the province 
of Munſter ; and, within theſe few days, of the unanimous 
Vote of thirty-eight Corps, reviewed at Belfaſt. 

Among the many glorious effects of which a more equal 
Repreſentation of the People in Parliament would be pro- 
ductive, the following are obvious :—The deſtruction of 
that party-ſpirit whoſe baneful influence has at all times 
been injurious to the public weal ;—a revival of the native 
dignity of the crown, by imparting to each branch of the 
legiſlature its diſtin and proportional weight ;—and the 
abolition of that train of courtly mercenaries who muſt 
ever continue to prey on the vitals of public virtue, till, the 
balance of the conſtitution being reſtored, the neceſſity for 
governing by regular ſyſtems of ſeduQtion, ſhall no longer 
exiſt, 

Then, would the conſtituent body regain its conſtitu- 
tional controul over its truſtees, —and venal majorities would 
not be found to ſupport the moſt diſhononrable and perni- 
cious meaſures, in oppoſition to the ſenſe of the unpol- 
luted part of the legiſlature, as well as contrary to the uni- 
verſal wiſhes of the public and to the true intent of the 
inſtitution of Parliaments. 

With due deference for the auguſt body which we have 
preſumed to addreſs—we * beg leave to expreſs our 
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wiſhes that the Volunteer Delegates of Ulſter would af 
ſemble with .the ſame ſpirit of loyalty, patriotiſm, and 


firmneſs which actuated them on the memorable 1 5th. of 


February, 1782 :—to deliberate on the moſt conſtitutional 
means of procuring A MORE EQUAL' REPRESENT A- 
TION OF THE PEOPLE IN THE PARLIAMENT ,OF 
Ik ELAN D—as the on'y meaſure which can give permanency 
to the late renovation of our conſtitution, or reſtore. that 
virtue to the repreſentative body, without which, though 
the mere forms of a free government may be preſerved, its 


ſpirit muſt inevitably periſh. 


Signed by order of the Meeting, 5 
WM. 8H ARM AN, Chairman. 


ee Oelen . having left the chair, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Walter Synnot taken it: 


Reſolved, That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to our 
worthy Chairman, for his very proper conduft in the Chair. 


HENRY JOY, Junior, Secretary. 


To the DunGannon DELEGATES. 


The REPORT of a COMMITTEE of CORRESPONDENCE, 
appointed by forty-five Corbs afſembled by public Advertiſe- 
ment at Liſhurn on the 1/f July laſt, for the Purpoſe of 
obtaining Information on the important Subject of a more 
Equal Repreſentation of the People in the Parliament 2 Ire- 
land. 


THE Committee, in diſcharge of the truſt inveſted in 
them, immediately opened a correſpondence with a num- 


ber of the moſt eminent and well-informed characters in 


Great Britain and Ireland; and received anſwers fraught 
with moſt valuable information on the ſubject. 

Such of them as enter minutely into the buſineſs will be 
ſubmitted to the Provincial Aſſembly, if thought eligible, 
conſidering the length of their detail, and the great delay 
which their diſcloſure will unavoidably occaſion. If it be 
more agrecable to the Meeting, for the general diffuſal of 


* E E TIN GO 5 


a Body of Knowledge on ſo great a political ſubject, the 


prineipal Letters will be publiſhed by the Committee's Se- 
cretary ; by which means the diſpatch neceſſary to ſo 
great an Aſſembly will be promoted. 
The VOREKSsHIRE ASSOCIATION, ſo celebrated for 
its ſpirit and numbers, meet about the cloſe of the preſent 
month; in order previoully to receive the deciſions of this 
Province. | 

The SOCIETY for ComTrrv noni KNOWLEDGE 
in Lo N DON, in which are enrolled the names of the firſt 
characters in England, (ſtrenuous labourers in the glorious 
buſineſs of Reform in our Siſter Kingdom)—have ordered 
the Addreſſes of the Ulſter Regiment, and of the forty-five 
Corps, convening the Provincial Meeting of Uiſter, to be 
entered in their books, publiſhed in the prints, and circu- 
lated gratis through the kingdom, in order that the exer- 


tions of Ireland — give a ſpur to the ſpirit of the Britiſh 


nation. 

The Committee is rejoiced to obſerve, that the Engliſh 
Letters are full of expreſſions of a high ſenſe of the wiſ- 
dom, ſpirit, and unanimity, that have charaQterized the 
Volunteer Army of Ireland: and that they all concur in 
conceiving the preſent to be the very moment in which a 
radical Parliamentary Reform can beſt be effected. They 


univerſally agree in the idea that the Delegates at Dun- 


gannon ſhould enter into a very comprehenſive view of the 
matter; ſo as the principles of Reform may be ſtrongly 
marked in their reſolves: receiving the ſanction and con- 
currence of a general Covention of Delegates from the four 
Provinces—coincidence of ſentiment in which, they hold 
to be certainty of ſucceſs. 

Founded on much deliberation, aſſiſted by the beſt in- 
formation they could procure, the Committee have ven- 
tured to prepare Reſolutions, comprehending a general 
ſyſtem of ideas on the ſubject, which they will take the 
liberty, through their Chairman, Lieut. Colonel Sharman, 
with much humility, to move in the auguſt Body of Re- 
preſentatives of the Volunteer Army of Ulſter. 

The Committee of Correſpondence have now only to 
apologize for their inability to ſo weighty a charge :— 
Happy if their labours ſhal! meet the approbation of their 
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nn or tend in the moſt remote degree to any 
valuable purpoſe. They truſt that the ſpirit of firmneſs 
andintegrity w hich has already reſtored this ancient king- | 
dom to her rank in the nations, will crown the 8th of 
September 1783, as a day which is to form the ground- 
work of internal emancipation, on a. baſis as great as that 
on which our rights as an independent nation, have been 
with ſuch rapid ſucceſs already eſtabliſhed. 


DUNGANNON MEETING. 


ON Monday the 8th September, 1783, at half paſt 
twelve, the Committee of Correſpondence having taken 


their places, the remaining Delegates, to the number of 


at leaſt 500, from two hundred and ſeventy-two Corps 
of Volunteers, were admitted by tickets into the lower 
part of the Diſſenting Meeting-houſe; an amazing crowd 
of ladies and gentlemen occupying the galleries. | 

Colonel James Stewart, with unanimous conſent was 
called to the Chair, and who opened the - buſineſs by read- 
ing the call of 45 corps met at Liſburn 1ſt of July laſt, 
and their Addreſs to the Province, which had confined 
itſelf to the ſingle point of a more equal Repreſentation 
of the People in the Parliament of Ireland. 

Before the buſineſs of the day was entered into, the 
Chairman read a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Francis 
Dobbs, claiming his ſeat as the Repreſentative of a Vo- 
lunteer Company. Before the queſtion on his requeſt 
was put, it was aſſerted that the Aſſembly of Volunteer 
Delegates, could not with propriety debate with any 
Fencible Officer.—And it was. thereupon 

Re ſolved, That the con/ideration of that letter be poſtponed 
till the fecond day of meeting. 

This matter being carried with a ſhew of ſpirit and 
happy preſage of Coincidence of opinion—Mr. Stewart, 
of Killymoon, a venerable old Gentleman, aroſe and 
with a tremulous voice, but expreſſive of fire, good 


ys puny Goon 


lay before the A 
ject of a Reform; and propoſed them paragraph by pa- 
ragraph—all of Which were, with very few alterations 
in point of expreſſion; unanimouſly carried; 

| C 
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ſenſe, and a heart warm with the glorious buſineſs of the 


day—urged the neceſſity of that aſſembly diſcovering in 
their conduct the moſt complete unanimity—as ſuch a 
line of conduct muſt infallibly lead to ſucceſs. The re- 


verend figure from whom, and the manner in which this 
animated "Addreſs was delivered, were felt by every per- 


ſon preſent, and did not a little tend to promote the 
perfect union which characteriſed the glorious proceed- 


ings of the day. 


The Committee of Correſpondence, through their 
Chairman and Secretary, read a report of their pro- 
ceedings, in which it appeared that they had opened 
a correſpondence with a number of the firſt characters 
in England: and had received anſwers fraught with 
moſt important information—all of which expreſſed the 
utmoſt zeal and certainty of ſucceſs, in the great un- 


dertaking. 
It appeared alſo that the vaſt and po county of 


Vork in England, that has made ſuch noble ſtruggles 
in a Parliamentary Reform, had, in conſequence of the 


ſpirited conduct of Ulſter and Munſter, called a meeting 


for the cloſe of the preſent month—in order that the 


zeal of the two kingdoms operating at the ſame time, 


L may level every difficulty, and reſtore the repreſentation 


of the people to that purity, without which, to uſe the 


words of the Ulſter Addreſs to the other three Provinces, 


the unanimated forms of a free e would be a curſe, 


and life ceaſe to be a bleſſing. 
That the Society for Conſtitutional Knowledge, com- 


poſed of the beſt, and ſome of the moſt illuſtrious cha- 
racters in Britain, have publiſhed the Addreſs of forty- 


five Corps to Ulſter in the public prints, and circulated 
copies of it gratis over that extenſive kingdom in order 
to excite a ſimilar ſpitit to that which Promiſes ſuch 
glorious effects in this. | 


The report being cloſed, ho 8 3 
Aﬀembly a ſyſtem of ideas on the ſub- 
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The Biſhop of Derry, who was a Delegate from the 
Dow Corps, made a very eminent figure in the debate 
| al ſeized with a gouty complaint, he was under the 
neceſſitv of retiring. He firſt adjuſted ſome hiſtorical 
facts relative to the early ſtate of the Repreſentation of 
the Commons after the Norman conqueſt, and exhibit- 
ed admirable quickneſs and perſpicuity: But in con- 
ſequence of its being urged in the courſe of debate —that 
the object of the meeting was a Reform of the Com- 
mons Houſe of Parliament, the interference of the people 
was informal and unneceſſary. He delivered an animated 
and intereſting oration. He avowed that he was not 
afraid to ſay that he preferred that Meeting as a faithful, 
honeſt, and ſpirited Repreſentation of the People, to every 
other meeting or ſenate he was acquainted with in either 
_ kingdoms; and in the cloſe of his ſpeech he drew a 
very mortifying picture of the preſent ſtate of the 
- Houſe of Lords. He declared the higheſt reverence for 
the Volunteers their permanence and their objects; but 
deſied the moſt. ſpirited among them to point out a 
length for the ſervice and dignity of this kingdom, to 
which he would not lead or follow. He concluded by 
ſaying, that he would rather have an opportunity of 
ſerving Ireland in the National Convention of Volunteer 
Delegates, or even in the very loweſt of their com- 
mittees, to any other mode of doing it in any other 

aſſembly. e 

His ſpeech was received with univerſal and marked 
applauſe, ſoon after which he retired from the Meeting; 
being ſeized with a flight gouty complaint. 

This Meeting, as far as property and rank conſti- 
tute it, was the moſt ſplendid and great of any of 
the former ones.—-There were preſent. as Delegates, 
acting under the inſtructions of their Corps, fifteen 
Members of the New Parliament, beſides ſeveral in the 
galleries. 

Mr. Flood being deputed by the Belfaſt iſt Company, of 
which he is an honorary member, had travelled one hun- 
dred and twenty miles to attend in his place, and comply 
with the written orders of his Corps; but was ſtopt in 


or 
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his progreſs by a violent gouty complaint, Wi a few 
miles of Dungannon. 

The aggregate number of Volunteers DW Iu at the 
meeting, was not Jeſs than eighteen thouſand. 

After the matter propoſed by the Committee of 
Correſpondence had been adopted, a member of the 
committee aroſe and read a motion in favour of a Bill 


of Rights, expounding the conſtitution of Ireland, in 


order, as it expreſſed, that Iriſhmen ſhould not have to 
ſeek for an acknowledgment of their independency in the 


journals of a foreign ſtate, In a ſpirited debate on the 


queſtion, every ſpeaker diſcovered a marked regard for a 
meaſure that from late tranſactions will naturally take 
place during the courſe of the enſuing ſeſſion of Parli- 
ament—hut objected to the uſe of its being then de- 
clared by a reſolution of that Aſſembly ; for the following 
reaſons, viz. 'That the call of the meeting having limit- 
ed the obje& to the ſingle point of a more equal Re- 
preſentation of the Commons, their companies had there- 
fore given no inſtructions on that head, and that the 
could not conſiſtently act under that circumſtance ;—others 
alledged that it was already ſo generally the ſenſe of \ 
the Volunteers, that a notice of it in that place were 
unneceſſary :—bnt the leading feature of objection was, 
that were the Aſſembly to deviate in the ſmalleſt degree 
from the expreſs words of the call—a door would be 
opened for the diſcuſſion of a multiplicity of inferior 
points, which. could not be excluded but on that gene- 
ral principle of an excluſion of all matter, ſave the one 
object of the. call, The motion was, on theſe ' grounds, 
very chearfully withdrawn by the mover. 

The meeting broke up after nine at night, the whole 


buſineſs being concluded; the following Reſolutions having 


_ unanimouſly . into. 


. Reſclved nnanimouſly, T hat freedom is the indefeaſi- 


ble birth -right of Iriſhmen and Britons, derived frem the 


author of their being; and of which no power on earth, much 
leſs a delegated power, hath a right to deprive them. | 
2. Reſolved unanimouſly, T hat they only are free, who 
are * by no laws but thiſe to which they aſſent, either 
C 2 | 
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by themſelves in prrſen—or by their repreſentatives fuck 7 
choſen—ſubje& to the controul—and Fame returning into 
x the common maſs of conſtituents, 

3. Reſolyed unanimouſly, That the majority of cur Houſe 

of Gnas i#4not choſen by the prop/e—but returned by THE 
MAN DATE OF PEERS OR COMMONERS; either for 
igen boroughs, where ſcarcely any inhabitants exiſt ; 07 
Conſiderable cities and towns, where the eleflive franchiſe is 

veſted in a few: Who are thus ſuffered to p ace the higheſt 
truſts of ſociety, againſt the intereſt and will of the many, 

in the hands of men, who ſeldom aft as if they conſidered 
| themſthoes accountable for their condutt to the people. 

4. Reſolved unanimouſly, That by the ancient conſtitu- 
tion of Parliaments, elections of Repreſentatives were for cen- 
turies annual, and in many inſlances mare frequent; ;—and 
the 7 $64 0 uffrage, among freemen, univerſal. _ 
| Reſolved unanimouſly, That every approach to thoſe 
denn, principles, tends to a renovation ef, . an innoua- 

ien in, the Conſtitution. 

6. Reſolved unanimouſly, That the he Aive franchih 
| 72 of right, to extend to all thoſe, and thoſe only, who | 
are likely to exerciſe it, for the public good. | 

. Reſolved ungnimouſly, That the preſent inadequate 
1 and the long duration of Parliaments, deſtroy that 
balance which, by, our Conſtitution, ſhould ſubſiſt between the 
three eſtates of the legiſlature; render the Commons Houſe 
independent of the peof l - z——frocure certain majorities in favour 
of every Adminiſtration; and threaten either an abſolute mo- 
tarchy, er that flill more odious government, a tyramical 
ariſtocracy. 

8. Reſolved therefore, That the preſent imperfeft Repre- 

fentation—and Jong duration of Furliament.— ARE un- 

EONFTITUTIONAL—— and INTOLERABLE GRIEYV= 

. CES. 

Reſelved uranimouſly, That as the voice of the Com- 
vont of Ireland is uo leſs 71 for every legiſlative pur- 
foſe—than that of either the King or Lords—the people have 
2 juſt and inherent right to correct the abuſes of repreſent a- 
tion; ter ever ſuch abuſes ſhall have fo encreaſed, as to 
rob them of their nn ſbare in their own Govern- 
mem. 
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10. Reſolved unanimouſly, 'T hat it is the intereſt of 


Parliament. itſelf to effeft a ſubſtantial Reform; at the very 


exiſtence f that aſſembly - muſt become precarious when it 


ſpall loſe the confidence f the people, ta whom: originally it 


owed its creation—and from whom alone its powers were 


derived. | 


11. Reſoived unanimouſly, T hat we ſolemnly pledge our - 
ſ-!ves to each other and to our country—to Jeek a ſpeedy and 


effeflual redreſs of th:ſe our grievances, and to cooperate 


with our fellow-ſubjefs, in every exertion neceſſary to ob- 
tain it, | 

We call for the aid of .every upright ſenator; of 
every man, whether in Ireland or Great-Britain, who 
bears or wiſhes to acquire the title of a Freeman 
12. Reſolved unanimouſly, T hat we have attended with 
admiration to the noble, tho hitherto ineffeFual efforts, of 
thoſe illuſtrious charaflers and virtuous citizens: who, in 
England and Scotland, ſtrenuouſiy labour to procure redreſs 
of fimilar grievances. May the examples of the fiſter nati- 
ens, mutually animate the inhabitants of each to perſevere with 
unremitting ardour, until the glorious labour be finally com- 
pleated, | Gon 

© 13. Reſolved unanimouſly, That a Committee (ef five 
perſons from each county) be now choſen (by ballet) to re- 
preſent this province in a Grand National Convention, to be 
held at nom in the Royal Exchange of Dublin, en the tenth 
day of 'Nevember next; to which we truſt each of the other 
PROVINCES will ſend Delegates, —to digeſt and publiſh a 
plan of Parliamentary Reform—to purſue ſuch meaſures as 
may appear to them moſt likely to render it effeflual; to 
adjourn from time to tim. — and convene Provincial Meetings 
if found neceſſary. | | 

I 4. Reſolved unanimouſly, That it be an inſtructiom to 


ſaid committee, that the Delegates from each county do prepare 


and carry with them to the National Convention, an account of 
all the Cities, T owns, and Boroughs in this Province ; the mode 


of election in fuch as at preſent return Members of Parliament; 


as near as may be the proportionate number of Proteſtant and 
Reman Catholic inhabitants in each; and g conj ecture of their 
comparative properties, 
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15. Reſolved unanimouſly, That we are decided in opi- 


mien that the Repreſentatives of the People ought not in future to 
conſent to ANY BILL OF SUPPLY for a longer term than 


TWELVE MONTHS : nor more thin SIX MONTHS, un- 
til a complete redreſs BE the aforeſaid grievances can ob- 
tained. 


The owing ADDREss of the 1ſt Regiment of INI 
BRIGADE to the Chairman of this Aſſociation, on the 


I th of Feb. 1782, being read: 


To Cilmel 1 IX WINE, Ge of the Us TzA 
VoLUNTEER DELEGATES effembled at eee 
Feb. 1 5th, 1782, 


Bux mn, 


IAM directed by 8 iſt Regiment of In15H Br1- 
GADE to acquaint you, that on the 22d day of laſt month, 
at a full meeting of that corps, they unanimouſly adopted 
the refolutions of the Ulſter Delegates aſſembled at Dun- 
gannon, on Friday the 1 5th February, laſt. 

To that aſſembly, unprecedented in the annals of man- 
kind, which is the glory of the preſent times, and muſt 
be the wonder of futurity, IRELAND OWES HER EMAN= 
CIPATION. 

Toleration, the offspring of benevolence and wiſdom, 
was no ſooner adopted by that illuſtrious body, than re- 
ceived and cheriſhed through the whole nation, and the 
inhabitants of Ireland from a DIVIDED became an UNITED 
PEOPLE, 

You, Sir, and the highly reſpeable Body of which 
you are Chairman, will hear with pleaſure of every acceſ- 
fon of ftrength to the Volunteer Army: I am happy, 
therefore, to acquaint you, that this Regiment, though but 
four months em bodicd, is numerous arid reſpeQable-; a 
circumſtance ſufficient to convince the world, that the 
public virtue of this kingdom daily increaſes, and that the 
glorious 3 of Liberty blazes through the nation. 


f i 
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At this great criſs when the Weſtern World, while lay 


ing the foundation of a riſing empire, temptingiy holds out 


a 65 ſtem of equal liberty to mankind, and waits with open 


arms to receive the emigrants from ſurrounding nations; 
we think it a duty we owe to our country, to promote, as 
far as our example can reach, an affectionate coalition of 
the inhabitants of Ireland. Animated by this ſentiment, 
and convinced that national unanimity is the baſis of na- 
tional ſtrength, this regiment affords a ſtriking inſtance 
how far the Divine Spirit of Toleration can unite men of 
all religious deſcriptions in one great object, THE SU r- 
PORT OF A FREE CONSTITUTION. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, | 
with the higheſt reſpect, a 
your faithful and moſt 
obedient ſervant, 


JOHN SUTTON, Preſident. 


16. Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Aſſociation entertain 
the moſt grateful ſenſe of the approbation of ſuch liberal and 


Patriotic men as comboſe that reſpectable Body; that we re- 


joice in the acceſſion of their abilities to the common cauſe, and 
that we will be happy to co-operate with them in effefting the 
compleat liberty and happin:ſs of the good people Tis king- 
dom. | | | 

19. Reſolved unanimouſly, That the following Addreſs to 
the Volunteer Armies of the Provinces of Munſter, Leinfter and 
Connaught, be printed with theſe Reſolutions. 


To the ee ARMIES of the Provinces of Mun- 
ſter, Leinſter and Connaught. | 


FELLOW SUBJECTS, 


THE tranſcendant events which our united efforts have 
produced, preſent an eminent inſtance. of the protecting 
hand of Heaven ;—whilft the progreſſive virtue and gene- 
ral union of the people, naturally prompt them to revive 
the ſpirit of an unrivalled conſtitution, and to vindicate the 


Inherent rights of men. 


— 
— 3 GETS 4 
A 

— — 
— * & 
3 

— 1" PREY 
er er En - N 
* —— ö — x 
\ 
— 
— 


— 
— . — FP 
2 
e 
— — 


<> 14 1-3 UN! GTAMNN DON * 


55 The moſt important work yet remains: —hich ne- 
glected, our paſt attainments are tranſitory, unſubſtantial, 
* inſecure lan extenſion to thouſands of our beloved fellow- 
citizens of a franchiſe, comprehending the very efſcnce ot 
Liberty: and drawing the line which nnd nnd 
the Freeman from the Slave. 

Suffer us, therefore, to conjure you by every pndraeing 
tie that connect man with man—with unceaſing zea 10 
purſue one of the moſt glorious objects that ever agitated 
the human mind :— reſtoration of virtue to a ſenate long 
unaccuſtomed to ſpeak the voice of the people —a reno- 

vation of the ancient balance of our government z—and a 
ficm eſtabliſhment, of the/ firſt gifts on the ruins of an a- 
vowed corruption, —at once the bane of morals, and of 
liberty. 

From à Gxand Narionar ConvenTior—diſ- 
' tinguiſhed- by integrity, and inſpired with the courageous 
ſpirit of the conſtitution—every bleſſing muſt reſult. 
With one voice, then—the voice of united millions, let 
Ireland aflert her claim to Freedom | 

Through her four Provincial Aſſemblies let her tempe- 
rats declarations flow to one common center; and there, 
matured-into an extenſive Plan of Reform, be produced as 
the ſolemn act of THE VoLUNTEER ARMY OF IRt- 
LAND : as a demand of rights, robbed of which, the 
unanimated forms of a free government would be a curſe; 


and exiſtence itſelf, ceaſe to be a bleſſing. 
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Friends and Countrymen, 


THE eyes of an enlightened world, are this inſtant 
upon us !——<MunsTER has,” in part, already led the 
way: and millions of our fellow-ſubjects of Britain, in 
whom the flame of liberty ſtil burns with luſtre—behold 
with delight our exertions in the common cauſe; and in 
our ſucceſs, ſee the certain harbinger of their own. | 

Let the reflection that Greece, the ſeat of liberty and 
of ſcience ; that Rome, the miſtreſs of the world ; and 
that innumerable States, once flouriſhing and free, now lie 
proſtrate by the hand of tyranny—tegch Ireland wiſdom. To 

our Geliberative aſſemblies they convey awful warning to 
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be ſpirited, unanimous, and firm; leſt the preſent wretch- 
ed condition of other countries be ſoon the fate of our own! 

May the, Supreme Ruler of the Univerſe crown his 
other bleſſings, by being preſent with us—by promoting 
union and the love of our country among all ranks of men; 
and by finally directing our exertions—to Virtue, Liberty. 
and Peace | 85 | 4 | | 


A sPECITI c PLAN of PARLIAMENTARY R- 
FORM, being e and read by the Committee of 
Correſpondence: „ | | 
18. Reſolved unanimouſly, T hat the ſaid Plan be referred 
to the conſidefation of the National Convention, and that the 
Thanks 74 s Meeting be preſented to Lieutenent-Colonel Shar- 
man, and the gentlemen of the Committee of Correſpondence, 
for their great trouble in collecting information on a. Parliamen- 
tary Reform, and for their abilities and zeal in digeſting matter 
for the meeting of this day. 
19. Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Thanks of this 
Meeting be preſented to the Lord Biſhop of Derry, for his at- 
tendance and aſſiſtance in the buſineſs of this day; for his warm 
attachment to the Volunteer Cauſe ; and for proving himſelf the 
ſteady friend to the Liberties of Ireland upon all occaſions. 
20. Reſolved unanimouſly, That the ſincere Thanks o 
this Meeting be preſented to the inhabitants of Dungannon, y 4 
their very polite conduct, and to the Dungannon Battalion, for 
their vigilant condud} when on guard this day. * 
21. Reſolved unanimouſly, That we lament that una- 
voidable bufmeſs of conſequence, prevented our late Chairman, 
Colonel William Irvine, from attending this Meeting, and that 
the T hanks of this Meeting be tranſmitted by our Secretary te 
Colonel William Irvine for his polite letter of excuſe, for Bis 
nen-attendance this day. „ 
JAMES „ 3 
15 1 Col. of the Tyrone Regt. ine, 
JAMES DAWSON, 
Capt. Orier Grenadiers. 
Colonel James Stewart having left the chair, Colonel 
Robert Stewart, of the iſt Independent County of Down 
Regiment, was unanimouſly called thereto, and having 
taken the chair accordingly; 2 55 
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} Secretary. 


| be nN r 


24. Reſolved unanimouſly, That the particular Thanks 
— of this Meeting be preſented to Col. F. Stewart, for his very 
great propriety of conduct in the chair. | 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Thanks of this Meeting 
be preſented to our Secretary, Captain James Dawſon, for his 
very particular attention and ability in the diſcharge of the du- 
ties of his laborious office of $ ys to the Volunteer A Nals. 


tio of this province. 


ROBERT STEWART, Col. Me Chai 
Independent Co. Down Regt. man. 


L EINST E R MEETING. 

IN conſequence of the requiſition contained in the 
foregoing reſolutions and letters, a Grand Provincial 
Meeting of Delegates from the Volunteer Army of Lein- 
ſter took place on Thurſday October the gth, at the 
Royal Exchange, Dublin. 

About one hundred corps were EE TRY and the 
Earl of Charlemont having taken the Chair at about 
eleven o'clock in the forenoon, a Committee of Correſ:- 
pondence appointed at a late meeting at Drogheda, at- 
tended with their report; but being then and for ſome 
days before indiſpoſed, he was at the inſtance of the 
Delegates prevailed upon to retire. General Ogle was 
then unanimouſly called to the Chair, and at twelve a 
Proceſſion of the Delegates conimenced from the Ex- 
change to the Great-Room or Guild-Hall in the Thol- 
ſel; the Volunteer Corps of the city and county of 
Dublin lining the ſtreets, receiving them with preſented 
arms, and paying them all due military honours. 

On their arrival at the Tholſel, Major Gudgeon, Ad- 
jutant General, was ordered to return thanks to all the 
corps, and to diſmiſs them, ſave the Union Light Dra- 
goons, who being entitled to a precedence of all thoſe 
under arms, were retained as a guard during the ſitting 


of the aſſembly. 
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The requiſition for convening the meeting, alſo the 
reſolutions of the Volunteer Delegates afſembled at 
Dregheda, approving the ſame, and appointing a -Com- 
mittee of Correſpondence, &c. being read, the report of 
ſaid committee, ſigned by the Earl of Charlemont, was 
then produced by General Ogle, and was to the follow- 
ing effect: 

That the preſent ſlate of the Repreſentation of this king- 
dom is inadequate to the promoting the general welfare of the 
eople. | | 

: Tha ave will concur with the Delegates who met at 
Dungannon, on Monday, the 8th of September laſt, and with 
our countrymen, in every conſtitutional meaſure which ſhall 
appear neceſſary to remedy ſuch abuſes, as endanger the rights 
of the Conſtituent Body. 


The former of theſe two reſolutions being moved and 
ſeconded, ſome objections were ſtarted thereto by Col. 
Hatton and others, when after a long debate it was 
amended to the following effect, and paſſed unani- 
mouſly. | | | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the preſent ſlate of "the 
Repreſentation of the people of this kingdom requires to be 
reformed. | 

Colonel Hatton then expreſſed himſelf in favour of the. 
Omnipotence of Parliament, as being fullyand only com- 
petent to correct the abuſes, if any could be deemed 
really to exiſt in the Conſtitution; and after advancing 
ſome opinions, which might be conſtrued to militate 
againſt the authority of the people, to aſſemble or take 
cognizance of public grievances, he moved a reſolu- 
tion to the following effect: That it is ONLY through 
the medium of the Legiſlature that we do hope for conſtitutional 
redreſs. This brought on a debate, in the courſe of which 
1t was urged, that the ſacred Majeſty of the People was 
in all times fully competent to corre& the abuſes which 
might ariſe in the Conſtitution, and to controul and di- 
rect that branch of the Legiſlature, to whom they had 
only delegated a power, but which interpoſition on 
the part of the people was allowed to be impolitic 
to exerciſe, ſave only on the moſt impertant occaſions, 
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ſuch as the preſent; and in ſupport of this doctrine, the 
Secretary, Mr. Aſhenhurſt, urged the authority of the 


celebrated Doctor Jebb, and many other of the firſt 
characters in England, whoſe opinions he had been fa- 
voured with through the Chairman and Secretary of the 
Ulſter Committee, and cautioned the meeting againſt 
the tendency of paſſing the reſolution in its preſent 
form, and the inferences which might be drawn from 
it by the enemies of a Parliamentary Reform. 
Counſellor Michael Smith, the Chairman of the Law- 
yer's Committee, on the inadequacy of a ſimple repeal, 


then aroſe, and after ſtating the tmportance of the meet- 


ing, the meaſure then to be agitated, the powers of the 
ſeveral branches of the legiſlature and of the people, and 
having fully declared that an amendment he intended 
to propoſe was not meant to interfere or militate againſt 
the power of the meeting, or of the people at large to 
diſcuſs and adopt every proper means to effect a Re- 
form in Parliament, amended Colonel Hatton's motion to 
the following effect: That fuch reform can beſt and moſt 
conſtitutionally be attained tt the medium of our legi ſla- 
ture. 

It then paſſed unanimouſly, 

The ſecond reſolution of the Committee of Correſ- 
pondence was then moved, ſeconded, and paſſed una- 
nimoully. 

It was then moved * carried, T hat Delegates be 
appointed to repreſent ſuch counties of this province as have 

given inſtructiens and powers for that purpoſe to the Dele- 
en of particular Corps; and at near 7 o'clock in the even- 
ing the meeting adjourned till next e at 11 o'clock. 


Friday, OCTOEER 10, 1783. 


The ielegates having re-aſſembled, General Ogle was 
called to the chair at twelve clock, and after conſi- 
derable debate relative to the mode and proper time of 
electing delegates, the following counties having choſen 
their delegates to the Grand National Convention, 
namely—Carlow, county of the city of Dublin, county 
of Dublin, county of the town of Drogheda, Lowth, 
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Meath and Wicklow, and the delegates prefent from 
all other counties having expreſſed their wiſhes to be 
indulged with a liberty of chooſing theirs on their re- 
turn to the country, the two following reſolutions were 
carried: | 

Reſolved unanimouſly, T hat we earneſtly deſire that the 
Corps of ſuch counties, as have not choſen delegates for the 
National Convention in November next, do aſſemble and chooſe 


five Delegates for each county, and do frenify their choice 


to the Secretary of this meeting, before the 6th of Novem- 
ber aforeſaid. . | Ee 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That we hope that the conſti- 
tuents of this province will call upon their Sheriffs to ap- 
point meetings of their reſpettive' counties, in order to ex- 
preſs their ſentiments relative to a Parliamentary Reform. 

It was then reſolved, that this aſſembly do approve 
of ſuch delegates as have been this day elected for 
ſome of the counties, and that ſuch election do receive 
the ſanction of this aſſembly. 

It was then agreed to, that the county of the town of 
Drogheda, and the county of the city of Kilkenny, have 


| each of them a power of ſending two Delegates to the 
National Convention. | 


Mr. Wills then moved, that a committee be ap- 
pointed to receive, ſearch for, and furniſh . materials for 
a plan of Parliamentary Reform. 1 . 

A committee of nine being ſtruck, any five of whom 
to be a quorum; and that all delegates in this aſſem- 


bly, who chuſe to attend, have votes, and that it be 


an inſtruction to ſuch committee to ſit at 12 o'clock 


to-morrow, at the Royal Exchange. 

This buſineſs being over, Mr. Burrowes (a delegate 
from the Iriſh Brigade) called the attention of the aſſem- 
bly to the rights of the Roman Catholics of this king- 
dom. He ſaid he was inſtructed to move for and 
urge the extenſion of the election franchiſe to that 
reſpeCtable body of ſubjects; their behaviour had mani- 
teſted their attachment to the Conſtitution - ſome power 
ought to be given them reſpeQting a right to vote at 
Elections; how that right ſhould be adjuſted, they had 
not attempted to diate, they had willingly reſigned that 
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to the determination of the General Convention; but 


he was ſurpriſed to find ſome gentlemen averſe to en- 
tering upon the ſubject; he was afraid an idea would 
go abroad that they were not to receive a power of 
voting for repreſentatives in. parliament; it would be 
an idea of the moſt fatal conſequence, and gentlemen 
ſhould conſider that their reſolutions on this important 
queſtion would, in all probability, affect that aſſembly 
more nearly than it would even the Roman Catholics 
themſelves ; the people were now reduced, from the abu- 
ſes in the Conſtitution, to return, at preſent, into almoſt 
a ſtate of nature; this then was the time for the Ro- 
man Catholics to look for the attainment of election 
franchiſe; if they loſt the preſent, they could not ſpee- 
dily expect ſo favourable an opportunity; was it then 
to be ſuppoſed that they would now be idle? No. He 
was ſure a little would content them, but if they found 
that little was denied them by the Leinſter Delegates, 
they would be led to form plans of their own; they 
would follow up thoſe plans by petitions to the Houſe 
of Commons, and the members of that houſe, who 
were diſinclined to a reform, would take advantage of 
the diſunion to deſtroy the meaſure. Was the right of 
election to be decided by numbers or by property? He 
was ſure no man would come into the plan propoſed 
by the Duke of Richmond—it would be giving the right 
of election to the mob. Was it property then was to 
be conſidered? The Roman Chatholics had now a pro- 
perty in the kingdom, and a power of acquiring more. 
What then would be the conſequence, ſhould they be 
excluded of that franchiſe? In leſs than a century, by 
alienation of eſtates, the power of election would be 
confined to a few individuals, and the very evil, which 
rendered a reform now neceſſary, would again exiſt. Is 
it the wiſh of gentlemen that the intended reform ſhould 
be permanent, or would they- every century force us 
again into a ſtate of nature, to remedy the very griev- 
ance which is this day complained of? He was confi- 
derit perſecution rather increaſed than diminiſhed the 
number of Roman Catholics; it had done more harm 
than all the doQtrine of the jeſuits; and he would be 
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bold to ſay, that there would be more conformiſts, when 
the Proteſtant religion ſtood ſimply in the light ot Chriſ- 
tianity, founded upon reaſon, and ſupported by friendly 

intercourſe and calm diſcuſſion. He then moved, that the 
aſſembly ſhould come to the following reſolution: 

Reſolved, T hat the rights of ſuffrage ought to be extended 
ta all thoſe, and to none but thoſe, who are likely to uſe. it for 
the public good. Which was agreed to unanimouſly. 

Mr. Burrowes then moved, that the attachment to the 
rights of the Conſtitution, manifeſted by the Roman Ca- 
tholics, merited ſome extenſion of the election franchiſe to 
that reſpectable body. | 

This met with ſome oppoſition from Col. Hatton, on the 
ground of ſeveral of the delegates then preſent not hav- 
ing inſtructions from their corps to vote upon any ſuch 
queſtion. _ | i 

Colonel Edgeworth thought it improper, as 2 commit- 
tee had been appointed to furniſh materials for the Nati- 

* onal Convention, that poſſibly ſomething of this kind would 
be included in thoſe materials; and that it would be inde- 
licate for this aſſembly to diate any meaſure to the great 
National Meeting ; for his part, while he admired the 
eloquence of the mover of. the reſolution, he was.ſorry to 
find fault with any thing he had urged; but the gentle- 
man had inſinuated that there was cauſe to fear, if the re- 
ſolution ſhould not paſs: he hoped every man there, 
however he ated from liberality of ſentiment, would diſ- 
—_— be actuated by FEAR: the idea hurt him, and he 
eit N. FAT | ; | 
Mr. Burrawes ſaid, he was ſorry the gentleman miſun- 
derſtood him; there was a fear which he was not aſhamed 
7 to hold out to that aſſembly, it was a great, a glorious 
- | tear—the fear of making ſlaves of two millions of people 
Mn the fear of being defeated in an important meaſure—it was 
1 the fear of doing wrong. WY 
Mr. Fitzgerald ſupported Mr. Burrowes : He ſaid, the 
reſtraining laws which had formerly exiſted, were barba- 
rous and impolitic, and every man whoſe anceſtors had 
forged ſuch galling and diſgraceful chains, muſt inwardly 
1 bluſh at their being acceſſary to ſuch meaſures. Shall we 
= then, when ſeeking freedom, give liberty to one million 
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of rubjedts, and make ſlaves of two millions? The Ro- 


man Catholics of Ireland have manifeſted a firm attach- 


ment to the Conſtitution; they have tendered their lives 


in its ſupport ; ſcarce a Volunteer Corps but now admits 


them as members Has any evil enſued, from this. indul- 


gence? Why then not give them a power of voting at 
elections? Have they behaved well while with arms in 
their hands, and are they to be dreaded when thoſe arms 


are laid down? They ſeek not a liberty of electing Ro- 


man Catholics into Parliament, a right of voting for a 


Proteſtant is all they require; and can it ſignify, whether 
this or that Proteſtant gentleman is returned ? they will 


be conterit, they will be ſatisfied, they will co-operate 
with us, and go hand in hand along with us. Religion 
is 2 matter between every man and his God: as long as 
there is nothing dangerous in it to the State, no man ought 
to be accountabſe for his tenets; and now, when liberality 


is diffuſed through all the Chriſtian world, when Portugal 


has laid aſide the inquiſition, as a meaſure odious to hu- 


man nature, ſhall the Leinſter Delegates become a Pro- 


teſtant inquiſition, and perſecute men on account of their 
faith; let us not then, in God's name, make a partial 
reform, by giving freedom to one million, at the expence 
of two millions of ſlaves. 

Major M*Cartney then propoſed a reſolution, which he 
believed would anſwer the purpoſes of thoſe gentlemen who 
were not inſtructed upon this point, and which was: 


Reſolved, That u participation of election franchiſes to the 


Roman Catholics, is a meaſure of the higheſt importance, wor- 
thy the attention of the National Convention, and therefore re- 


ferred te their conſi ſdleration. 


Mr. Burrowes, in hopes of unanimity, withdrew his 
former motion and adopted this; but before General Ogle 


would put the queſtion, he begged leave to fate the dif- 


ficulty of his ſituation. 
He was appointed a delegate by ſeventeen corps, not 


one of whom had been appriſed upon this ſubject; he had, 


therefore, received no inſtructions relative thereto. No 
man deſpiſed pique, prejudice, or bigotry more than he; 
23 an individual he would give his opinion for or againſt a 

meaſure without heſitation, and with ſpirit ; but he was 
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not here to act as an individual: how then could he ſpeak 


the ſentiments of upwards of four thouſand abſent men, 
without their ever having confidered the ſubject, or im- 
parted to him their opinions; perhaps they might be of 
opinion, that this queſtion ought not to be agitated at all; 
how then would he appear, if he gave the reſolution his 


aſſent? He would ever hold himſelf bound by the direc- 
tions of his conſtituents; they ever ſhould govern his con- 


duct; it was his duty, and ſhould warp him 


from it. 


This drew up Mr. Macquay and Mr. Will, who declared 


themſelves in ſimilar ſituations, and Colonel Hayes, Colo- 


nel Weſtby, Lord Arran, Lord Aldborough, Colonel Stewart, 
and ſeveral other gentlemen, urged the ſame. 
Mr. Smith thought, as the buſineſs had been mentioned, 


ſomething ſhould be done. This was giving no deter- 


mination ; it was declaring the preſent meeting inadequate 
to diſcuſs the point, and therefore referring to the Na- 
tional Convention its decifion, it was only declaring it a 
matter of importance. Would any gentleman deny it > 
Some had ſaid that the opinions of the people ought to be 
had; were the people to be convened at large to give that 


opinion, then the meeting of their delegates muſt be 


abroad in the fields. No, the volunteer delegates aſſem- 


bled in the National Convention would ſpeak the opinions 


of the people; it was from them the general ſenſe of the 
nation was to be obtained. This left the rpatter open for 
conſideration z no man could be bound to decide upon it 
one way or other; it was only declared to be a: matter of 


importance which ought to be referred; for his part, the 


force of the gentleman's arguments who had introduced 


the buſineſs, worked ſtrongly upon him, and every fibre 
vibrated reſponſive to his language. 

Mr. Macguay and ſeveral others however declaring that 
they would withdraw, as they did not think themſelves 
authoriſed to vote on the occaſion, and were unwilling to 
give it a negative, Mr. Burrowes declined inſiſting on hav- 
ing the queſtion put, as he wiſhed for unanimity in every 
thing; he however moved, that it ſhould be an inſtruction 
to the committee who had been appointed to procure in- 
formation of all the counties, towns and boroughs that re- 
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turned members into Parliament, their mode of election, 
and the number of the Proteſtant and Roman Catholic 
inhabitants in each; which was unanimouſly agreed to. 
The uſual thanks being voted to the Chairman and 
Secretary; General Ogle declared the high ſenſe he had 
of the honour which they had conferred upon him; and 
that in every ſituation he hoped his public conduct 
would merit a continuance of their kindneſs. And the 
meeting adjourned till the firſt Monday in February, 
the Secretary having power to convene them ſooner ' 
upon a requifition ſigned by thirteen - delegates, giving 
due notice. thereof, in order to receive. a report from 
the National Delegates, of what progreſs they had made 
in effecting a renovation. of the people's rights; by re- 
ſtoring to the conftitution its original purity, in a more 
_ equal repreſentation in Parliament. | 3 
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C ONNAUGHT MEETING. 


AT a meeting of the delegates of forty Volunteer 
Corps of the Province of Connaught, at Ballinaſloe, 
October 6, 1783. 5 | 

Reſolved unanimoufly, That the reſolutions of the Ulſter 
Volunteer Aſſociation, entered into at Dungannon, the 8th of 
September laſi, be adopted by this meeting, and that we will 
perſevere to the utmoſi of our power to obtain a Parliamen- 
fry Roſes. Gs | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That a Committee of frue perſons 
' be choſen from each county to repreſent this province in the 
rand National Convention, to be held at noon, in the Royal 
Exchange in Dublin, on the 10th day of November, to digeſt 
and publiſh a plan of Parliamentary Reform, to purſue ſuch 
meaſures as to them may appear moſt likely to render it 
effeflual, to adjourn from time to time and place to place, 
and convene Provincial Meetings, if found neceſſary. 8 05 
Reſolved, That in caſe any of the five delegates of any 
county ſhall by ſickneſs, or etherwiſe, be prevented from 
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from attending the National Convention, that delegates to 


be elected by the corps of the county fhall be at liberty to 
chooſe another delegate to ſerve in his room. 5 
Reſolved, That ns volunteer in future ſhall be a dele- 


gate for more than one corps. 


4 


CHARLES O*HARA, Col. Co. Sligo) n n. 
Light Horſe, and Tyrerill Volunteers, ; Gn 


JAMES JOYCE, Captain Clanri- } Rect: 
carde Infantry, 


* 
me 


* 


MUNSTER MEETING. 
A MEETING of the Provincial Delegates for the 


Volunteers of Ulſter was holden at Waterford, on Sa- 

turday the 1ſt of November 1783, when it was 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That when abuſe of repreſentation 

has deprived the people of their ſbare of the legiſlature, they 


have a right to demand of Parliament a Reform of ſuch 


abuſe, and to reſtore to the Conſtitution its true ballance 
and original purity. | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the preſent ſlate of the 
repreſentation of this, kingdom evinces ſuch abuſes. | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, T hat in conformity to our Reſo- 
lution of the. firſt day of March laſt, and in concurrence with 
our brethren of U er, and the other provinces, whoſe Zeal 
and ability have united in the common cauſe of Parliamentary 
Reform, the virtue and wiſdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
we will perſevere in every conſtitutional exertion ta obtain 
fuck redreſs, | . | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That we conceive the National. 
Convention propoſed by the Meeting of Dungannon, to be the 
beſt means of collecting the ſenſe of the peipie, and carrying 
our reſolutions into ect. 232 g 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That in our opinion, the ſole 
„elt of the National Convention ſhould be Parliamentary 
firm, : | 
E 2 
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Reſolved unanimouſly, T hat no perſon whatſoever, who. 
hath in or out of Parliament oppoſed a Declaration of Rights. 
Jer this kingdom, ſhall be eligible to Tore this province. 
at the National Convention, 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That we + now 0 to nale 


returns of five delegit s from each county, and county of city 
in this province, to the National Convention, to be holden in 
Dublin on the 10th of November infl. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the truft a to them 
do expire at our next Provincial. Meeting, which we requeſt 
the Committee of Correſpondence to convene when * en 
ſhall require. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That Gn delegation may in any 
inſtance, and at any "time be recalled, when tie pur poſes of 
delegation are neglected or betrayed. 

Reſoyed unanimouſly, That all. election: of Delegates 
already made, or to be made, are, and ſhall be invalid, unleſs 
Jubmitted to, and approved of by a Provinci al Meeting. 


GRAND NATIONAL CONVENTION. 


ON Monday the ioth of November, at about eleven 
o'clock, one hundred and fixty Delegates from the 
Volunteer Aſſociations of this kingdom, having met 
at the Royal Exchange, they immediately proceeded to 
buſineſs, and elected the Right Honourable General Earl 
Charlemont, Chairman, and John Talbot Aſhenhurſt Eſq; 
and Captain Dawſon," Secretaries, during the meeting. 

After ſome other arrangements it was reſolved, That 
each Delegate have two tickets, and that all Members of 1 Par- 
liament ſbould be admitted without tickets. 

They then walked in proceſſion through the ranks 
of the Volunteers of the city and county, who lined the 
ſtreets, and received the delegates with preſented arms 
and colours flying, and proceeded amidſt the acclamations 
of many thouſands of admiring — to the Rotunda, 
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here ſeats: were placed, in the manner of an Amphi- 


theatre, round the Chair, wlich was erected on a throne 


round the Orcheſtra. Mr. Flood, who through a recent 


illneſs was obliged to come in a chair, was received by 
the whole body with uncommon applauſe. The mem- 
bers from the different counties, & c. being then called 
over, each delegate ſigned a book, and took his place. 
General Earl Charlement having taken the Chair, 

Mr. Stewart, of Killamoon, roſe, and obſerved, that as a 
multiplicity of buſineſs in the Houſe demanded the at- 
tendance of many members who were delegates, and 
ſome of whom, he ſaid, were already going, he thought 
it would be expedient to take the opportunity of an ear- 
lier hour, to diſcuſs the important object which had 
cauſed the aſſemblage of the Delegates. He ſhould 


therefore move, that the meeting do adjourn until ten 
o'clock, to-morrow. morning. | 


Mr. Benjamin Wills ſaid, he would do himſelf the 


honour of ſeconding the motion; but requeſted the in- 


dulgence of the aſſembly, while he ſhould ſubmit to 
their attention a few conſiderations on the ſubject of 
their meeting. He ſaid, that it behoved them to be 


very circumſpect in their conduct, as their meeting had 


attracted the eye of the world, particularly that of their 
fellow ſubjects in England, and their countrymen at 
home. They had enemies to encounter in every ſtage 
of the buſineſs, who had already induſtriouſly propa- 
gated a variety of objections againſt every meaſure 
they might think proper to propoſe, in order to obtain 
a reform in the preſent ſtate of the repreſentation of the 
people. He could aſſert, from his own knowledge, 
that it was univerſally ſuppoſed in Great Britain, 
that the Volunteers of Treland wiſhed to change the 
preſent mixed ſtate of the government of this country 
into a republican one; and entertained a defire of ſepa- 
rating the two countries. That many of our country- 


men were taught to believe that ſuch objections were 


well founded; and although they admitted the neceſſity 
of a Parliamentary Reform, they were deterred from 
co-operating. with the aſſembly, under the apprehenſion 
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that the Volunteers would proceed to overturn the pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhment of the country. That ſuch unjuſt 
aſſertions having gained ground, it became neceſſary for 
them to declare, as early as poſſible, their determination 
to maintain the prerogative of the Crown, and the pri- 
vileges of the Peers. That he took the liberty of throw- 
ing a few ſentiments on paper, in form of reſolutions, 
which combated every one of ſuch objeQtions. He 
would therefore, if agreeable, read ſuch reſolutions, pre- 
yious to his moving them to-morrow, and hoped it 
would not be deemed preſumptuous that he ſhould 
adhere to the ſame. He then read the following re- 
ſolutions: _ Ls e e 
Reſolved, T hat the + 89 mg inhabitants of this country, 
are required by the ſtatute law to carry arms and learn the 
uſe of them, and are not by their compliance with this injunc- 
tion of the legiſlature, precluded from the exerciſe of their 
civil rights. COOL 
|  Refolved, That the Volunteers of Ireland are impreſſed 
with the moſt lively ſenſe of gratitude towards their Sove- 
reign, for his royal attention to the conſtitutional and commer- 
cial rights of his faithful ſubjefts of this kingdom; and 
will zealouſly lay hold of every opportunity, to manifeſt their 
unſbaken attachment to his royal perſon, family and govern- 
Reſolved, That we are convinced, that nothing can con- 
tribute more ts the proſperity of the people of this country, than 
an harmonious connection with their fellow ſubjefts of Great 
Britain: and that- it is our ardent wiſh, that the inhabitants 
of ' the two countries ſhall be no leſs connected with each 
other by mutual good offices, than by the indiſſoluble union of 
the Crowns in one common Sovereign. | RI 
Reſolved, That 4 Reform of the preſent ſtate of the Re- 
preſentation is eſſentially neceſſary, for the preſervation of the 
rights of this country; which Reform ought not, in our opinion, 
to militate in any degree againſt the prerogative of the Crown, 
or the privilege of the Peer. | | 
Lord Valentia ſaid, that though he came to that 
meeting on a footing of independence, neither courting 
the ſmiles, nor fearing the frowns of government, yet, 
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in order to quiet ſome unjuſt ſurmiſes which had gone 
abroad, on the head of the preſent Delegation, he thought 
1 neceſſary to read a reſolution, which he intended to 
move; which reſolution was expreſſive. of the moſt invi- 
olable attachment to his Majeſty's perſon and govern- 
ment, and which they are determined to defend at the 
riſque of their lives and fortunes, &c. 

The Rev. Mr. Bruce obſerved, that as buſh of great 
moment was to go on that day. in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, as well as a ballot for a committee to determine 
a conteſted election, he ſubmitted to the meeting, 'whe- 
ther all further proceedings ſhould be ſuſpended- for that 
day; and. that the noble peer in the chair put the 

eſtion of adjournment. 

The Right Rev. the Biſhop of Derry thought it rte 
ſary that ſome mode of proceeding ſhould be adopted 
before the queſtion of adjournment was put. In his 
opinion a committee ſhould be appointed, compoſed of 
one out of each county, to draw up a plan of reform, 
thirteen of whom were to form a quorum; and the de- 
liberations to be afterwards ſubmitted to the general ſenſe / 
of the whole meeting. 

Major Moere coincided with the opinion of the noble 
prelate; and remarked, that, at the ſame time, it af- 
forded leiſure to receive 1 inſtruction from the pro- 
vinces, if it was judged expedient. 

Mr. Bousfield expreſſed his fears that government was 
not friendly to the intended reform. That meeting he 
conſidered as the real Repreſentatives of the People, 
intended to correct and ſtem the corruption of another 
aſſembly. They ſhould then, he ſaid, go into the buſi- 
neſs heartily, and form ſome plan of a full and ample 
reform; and this he was led to inſiſt upon the more, 
as he heard gentlemen intended to move reſoſutions, of 
a very different tendency from the purpoſe, for which 
they were ſent to that meeting. 

Mr. Brownlow, highly approved of the idea thrown 
out by the noble Biſhop, and hoped his motion would be 
attended with ſucceſs when they ſhould meet next day. 
Adjourned, 
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| Earl neee having taken the Chair, 
Air. Ogl informed the Convention, that he bad re- 


% 


coin a letter from a Roman Catholic Peer, expreſſive 


of the ſentiments of the Roman Catholics in general; 
and that they had relinquiſhed the idea of making any 


claims further than the religious liberty they already 


enjoyed, through | the n and enn, _ the legiſ⸗ 


lature. 
Mr. Willi ſaid, that he: intended to . his pro- 


miſed reſolutions of yeſterday. He could not think of 


relinquiſhing them, except they met the diſapprobation of 


that meeting. 


The Rev. Mr. Bruce ſaid, he had à few healffary 
reſolutions to ſubmit to the meeting, which compre- 


hended ſtanding orders for its better regulation. 
A delegate | moved, That all Members of the Volun- 


teer Corps of the city and county of Dublin, who on 
the former day lined the ſtreets for the delegates, ſhould 


be complimented with their free 22 to hat aſ- 


ſembly. 


Agreed to. 
Mr. Brownlow thought the e of all. other 


Corps of Volunteers equally entitled to the Tame com- 
pliment as thoſe alluded to. 


Mr. Newport called their attention to an affair of more 
conſequence; the aſſembly was thin, and it ſhewed 
a remiſſneſs in the delegates who were abſent, in not 
attending better to their duty. It was the only time, 
perhaps, that they could ever meet again. Every man, 
that heard him, (he ſaid) muſt be ſenſible that they came 


there for the benefit of the nation; and his conſtituents 
ſhould be informed of every member that abſented him- 


ſelf from his charge. When the eyes, not only of the 
kingdom, but all Europe, were turned upon them, every 
perſon that betrays his truſt ſhould be held out in the 
light he deſerves. He therefore moved, That each day, 
on the putting of the firſt queſtion, the Secretary ſhould 
call the roll, and mark down ſuch Members as were 
abſent, and ſuch as attended in that afſembly, and all ab- 
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ſent Members to be publiſhed, on the day they neglected 
their duty. The queſtion being 7 it was carried | 
unanimonſly. 

A converſation aroſe between Lord Valentin, Mr. 
Brownlow, and Sir Wm. G. Newcomen, on the admiſſion 
of Volunteers in general; but Mr. Edgeworth obſerved, 
that if they were admitted indiſcriminately, the Members 
of both Houſes of Parliament would find a difficulty in 
gaining ſeats; and it was of no ſmall conſequence, he 


| ſaid, that they ſhould, in their own perſons, be wit- 


neſſes of that moderation, which he was ſure would guide 
the conduct of that aſſembly. He was inclined to think, 
that twenty or fifty from every Corps might, in turn, be 
complimented, but certain inconveniences would ne 
the admiſſion of the whole. | 

Colonel Hayes thought it highly proper that the con- 
venience of the Lords and Commons ſhould be attended 
to: he was ſure it muſt be the wiſh of the Volunteers 


themſelves. 


Colonel T. Fitzgerald thought he had been deputed by 
his conſtituents to ſettle a great queſtion, he was there- 
fore ſurprized to hear ſo much time taken up with trifling 
ceremonials, of no conſequence in themſelves; he hop- 
ed, therefore, no further time would be ſpent in deter- 
mining whether Volunteers, wearing white ſtockings and 
uniforms, ſhould be admitted ? that momentous matter had 
been yeſterday diſpoſed of: —as a Parliamentary Reform 
was the object of their meeting, he truſted it alone 
would be the ſubje& of their diſcuſſion. 

Mr. Edgeworth moved that the Secretary have direc- 
tions to erect ſeats for the accommodation of the Mem- 
bers of both Houſes of Parliament. po 

Colonel Brownlow oppoſed the motion on Its prinei 
ples; for however well inclined the Members of the 
Convention might be to admit the Members of. both 
Houſes of Parliament, yet the room was ſtill ſuppoſed to 
be ſet apart for a Volunteer meetingz and that every 
ſtranger ſhould come in on the ſame footing, firſt come 
M · 

After much debate, and a e but the er 
not told, the queſtion was en, 


>. 2”, NAT HEONAD 
Counſellor Fitzgerald faid, there was no man in this 
Convention leſs. ardent to be conſpicuous, or more in- 
different whether he ſpoke to full or empty benches 
than himſeif; but from the particular tenor of his inſtruc- 
tions, he felt himſelf called upon to declare the ſentiments 
of thoſe who did him the honour of giving him a ſeat 
in the Convention. He was limited not to enter into 
debate on any fubje& but a Parliamentary Reform; for 
which: reaſon he would move the PRION queſtion on 
all meaſures foreign to that point. 
Reverend Mr. Brug# moved, That the names of the 
| delegates be called over after any queſtion which was 
not unanimous, and their affirmative or negative be en- 
tered after their ſeveral names, and that this mode be 
ſubſtituted in the place of diviſions. Paſſed nem con, 
He likewiſe moved, that the names of the voters be 
publiſhed on the night of the day on which the votes 
ſhall take place. | 
Mr. Toler. As I am on a committee where my at- 
tendance will not be diſpenſed with, I truſt proper al- 
lowances will be made, as this is not an excuſe 
gat idteneſs but neceſſity. 

Colonel Alexander declared hinſelf + in the ſome predi- 
cament; that it was his moft anxious wiſh to give a 
moſt unremitting attendance on that meeting, but the 
kaw of the land would not perinit- him to abſent him- 
ſelf from the huſineſs of the Houſe of Commons. 

Colonel Newport moved, That the exeuſe be entered 
and printed oppoſſte to the names of the voters. 

General Lord Charlemont read a letter he had received 
from Colonel Flood; alledging, that the extreme fatigue. 
of yeſterday in attending the National Convention, and 
the Houſe of Commons till midnight, had much en- 
creaſed his diſorder, and confined him to his bed, from 
whence he wrote this excuſe, which he truſted would be 
deemed: ſufficient, Ex cuſed nem. con. 

Colonel Hatton moved, That the Chairman of the Con- 
vention be inveſted with full powers to enforce. all ſuch 
rus and orders as are uſual in popular aſſemblies. 

Reverend Mr. Bruce ſaid, that the ſeveral delegates 
had directions to receive plans of reform, accounts of the 
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number of boroughs in their ſeveral provinces; alſo, a 
comparative account of the number of Roman Catholics 
and Proteſtants: thoſe directions, he took for granted, 
had been complied with; for one, he had obeyed them. 
He therefore moved, T hat the ſeveral delegates ſhould de- 
liver in the fruits of their enquiries to-morrow, and that 
the Secretary be inſtructed to furniſh every delegate with 
a fair copy of each for their peruſal. | 

Colonel Newport. I object to this for ſeveral and ſub- 
ſtantial reaſons. Every delegate was not inſtructed to this 
effect: the Roman Catholics, to whoſe number the prin- 
cipal enquiry was to go, have relinquiſhed their claims 
for the preſent—a meaſure that whilſt it tended to add 
conſiderable ſtrength to the preſent. meeting, redounded 
infinite honour on themſelves! what uſe then would the 
reading thoſe enquiries be of but to introduce a queſ- 
tion which was not to be debated. | 

Lord Farnham declared that he had received no in- 
ſtructions whatſoever, nor had he ever heard that in- 
ſtructions were given to any delegate—was the motion 
therefore to paſs, for one he could not with it, 
having no papers to produce. 

Captain Moore was ſurpriſed to hear that any member 
of the aſſembly had neglected to poſſeſs himſelf of the 
information; the Dungannon reſolutions had declared it 
neceſſary to enable each delegate to determine on a pro- 
per plan of reform. However, to make the motion 
palatable, he moved, as an amendment, that all ſuch 
members as were inſtructed to procure intelligence ſhould 
produce it. 

Captain Fitzgerald. I am really aftoniſhed- at what 
I hear, Woe are come here to debate on a national 
grievance. How adminiſter relief, unleſs we are inform- 
ed as well of the occaſion as the extent of the grie- 
vance?—unleſs we know the diforder, how cure the 
diſeaſe ?—unleſs we know the number of boroughs, the 
ſpecies of election, and number of voters in each, in 
whom the election is— whoſe hands each county is in, 
and return of electors therein ?—How tread on fure 
grounds?—] never was in Ulſter, and therefore am ig - 
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'norant of all thoſe particulars, until thoſe ruſtiRed CY 


> the purpoſe lay them before us: from my county I can 
| furniſh a tolerable accurate return of all thoſe matters, 


as well as of the number of Roman Catholics and Pro- 
teſtants, which was a great taſk of no ſmall labour: I 
have heard a great deal about' the former having re- 
linquiſhed for the preſent all claim to a participation in 
the right of franchiſe—it has not' come before us pro- 
perly authenticated, of conſequence not to be heeded. If 


the timidity of any one individual has made him relin- 


quiſh his claims, yet ſurely it ſhould not be conſidered 


as an act of the whole body. 


Lord Farnham. I am called upon to reply to what 
dropt from the gentleman who ſpoke laſt. Had I re- 
ceived inſtructions I ſhould have thought it my duty to 
have obeyed them. Not having received any, I con- 
ceive I am not to blame in coming more unprepared 
than my brother delegates. 

Mr. Edgeworth ſaid, that at the Lzinſter Provincial 
Meeting inſtructions upon this point had been voted; 
and then read that part of the proceedings of the, Lein- 
ſter Meeting, and added, that as it was impoſlible © to 
foreſee who might be choſen Delegates to the Grand 
Convention, theſe inſtructions could not be delivered 
to individuals, it was ſufficient to ſhew that they were 
publiſhed as they were in the paper in his hand. 

Captain Crawford moved that the fourteenth reſolution . 
of the Dungannon Meeting be read.—lt was declaratory, 
he ſaid, of the wiſhes of that province, and, he ſuppoſed, 


had been adopted by the others. It expreſoly deſired 


that each delegate ſhould bring provincial returns with 
him. 

Colonel Hatton ſaid he would oppoſe the reſolution 
becauſe unneceſſary; as he ſuppoſed every member came 
there fully informed. After having ſifted every enquiry 
to the bottom, added to which, the papers that would of 
courſe be laid before the Convention, would, in his 
opinion, give as much knowledge as was neceſſary. 

Captain Moore thought it would be better to have the 
inſtructions given by oy Province to its delegates laid 
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on the table; as that would fully explain how far thoſe 


inſtructions have been complied with. NI 


Earl of Briffo! aſſured the Convention that they were 
on the verge of falſe ground—wiſhed them to be cauti- 
ous, leſt they ſhould tie up their hands againſt proceed- 
ing hereafter. A meſſage had been delivered which could 
riot be depended on: he declared it did not come properly 
authenticated, it did not ſpeak the ſentiments of the 
Roman Catholics of the nation, or even of this city, as 
there was to be a meeting of them this very night for 


the purpoſe of addreſſing the Convention. He thought 


it unneceſſary at preſent to ſay more. The meſſage 
might ſpeak the ſentiments of a few individuals—it did 
not ſpeak that of the nation at large; it was not there- 
fore to be relied on. 

Captain Neville thought that the Roman Catholic be- 
ſineſs ſhould not at preſent be meddled with, as the 
gentleman who had delivered the meſſage was on a Com- 


* mittee of the Houſe of Commons: from the reſpeQable 


character, however, of the gentleman who delivered 
the meſſage, he did ſuppoſe it might be conſidered as 


well-grounded, as he was ſure his friend would not have 


Introduced it otherwiſe : by referring the buſineſs at large 
to the committee, which was to meet to-morrow, every 
objection would he removed. 

Counſellor Blofſet. I have the honour of being a 
member of the moſt reſpectable Roman Catholic corps 
in this kingdom, therefore think myſelf particularly called 
on when [I hear any thing mentioned intimating that body 
having waved their claim to an equal ſuffrage with their 
fellow ſubjects: In the county of Galway the number of 
Roman Catholics preponderate more than in any other 
county, and I aſſert that it is not their wiſh to remain 
in their unfranchiſed ſtate; it is indeed not only their 
wiſh, but their determination to concur with their bre- 


| thren of the eſtabliſhed Church; and, if neceſſary, ta 


relinquiſh rights they already poſſeſs, rather than ſow the 
ſeeds of diſſention in this aſſembly. We ought, however, 
to let in lights from all quarters on the buſineſs of Reform, 
particularly what relates to Papiſts; and what danger can 
poſſibly ariſe from ſuch a mode of procedure, I am ah 
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2 loſs to gueſs; as this meeting will always have it in 
its power to defer the conſideration of any meaſure which 
may tend to diſunite us; — but I do not fee how diſunion 
can be the neceſſary conſequence of diſcuſſion ;-—nor do 
T think we ſhall proceed on liberal grounds, if we with- 
hold diſcuſſion to avert diſunion. This aſſembly is found- 
ed on the principles of the Dungannon Meeting one of 
whoſe reſolutions was That each delegate ſhould bring 
hither a comparative view of Proteſtants and Papiſts 
mode of election in each county, number of boroughs, 
&c. Great pains were taken in the county town of 
Galway, to gain information on thoſe points; I therefore 
moſt heartily concur with thoſe gentlemen who ſpoke 
before me, that, although it may be prudent and proper 
to poſtpone the conſideration of any particular part of 
this information, yet, that all delegates who had ſuch re- 
turn ſhould lay it before the aſſembly; as it would ſurely 
be an extraordinary doctrine that this body ſhall not re- 
ceive partial information, becauſe general information is 
not to be had. In' the province of Galway, as I alrea- 
dy mentioned, there are more Roman Catholics than 
Proteſtants; —let the particulars of that laborious infor- 
mation lie Glently on your table, for the private peruſal 
of your members;—for the preſent ſeek no more, 

Captain O*Hara roſe to object to the meeting forming 
itſelf into a Committee; but was called to order, as ſpeak- 
ing foreign to the queſtion. 

Captain Bousfield ſaid it was impoſſible for every gen- 
tleman to get that information, let his wiſhes have been 
ever ſo ſanguine. : 
Captain Lyſter thought the queſtion before them might 
be poſtponed; was of opinion the meeting ſhould imme- 
diately form itſelf into a committee, to take into conſi- 
deration a Parliamentary Reform, to which ſubject their 
deliberations were confined by the inſtrutions of their 
conſtituents. 

Captain Hacket approved highly of the meaſure, a great 
deal of time had been taken up about the Roman Ca- 
tholics, which he thought totally unneceſſary, as the ſub- 
ject, he was ſure, would not come before them; the 
meſſage delivered this morning might be relied on, as well 
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from the reſpektability of the perſon who delivered it, 


as from the ſtep itſelf, it being the moſt prudent and 


conciliating one the body could have taken, as it argues 
beyond a doubt the goodneſs of their intentions: he 
therefore thought every thing tending to that queſtion 
ſhould be deferred till to-morrow. _ | CD 

Colonel Hayes thought the reſolutions which had been 


read yeſterday ſhould be diſpoſed of, before they went 


into a committee; it was but a proper compliment. to 
the gentleman that introduced them; beſides, he thought 
they would form a proper ground-work —he was of opi- 
nion the meſſage might be relied on, as the gentleman 
who introduced it was incapable of giving miſinforma- 
tion. voy 1 

Captain Moore entreated the aſſembly to be cautious 
how they excluded themſelves from any ſpecies of in- 
formation, as no man could tell what queſtions might 
ariſe: beſides ſuch procedure might be made an improper 
uſe of by the enemies of a Parliamentary Reform. 

Reverend Mr. Bruce's motion, with ſome amendments, 
agreed to. | | 

Captain Lyſter thought Mr. Wills reſolutions might 
as well come before the committee, but was over-ruled 
by the Chair. K 

Captain Wills confeſſed himſelf ever ready to accom- 
modate any member, but was perſuaded had gentlemen 
attended to him yeſterday, they would have thought his 
ſtring of reſolutions a proper ground-work—a  neceſlary 
preface to their buſineſs. Every gentleman muſt know 
that there were a variety of objections to the volunteer 
army interfering in political matters; that in a neigh- 
bouring kingdom the people conſidered us in open. re- 
bellion—that we wilt never be content till actually ſe- 
perated from Great Britain. (Here Mr. Wills was called 
to order.) He ſaid he ſpoke the general opinion. There 


might be ſome 'few of a contrary way of thinking, but 


he was confident the general opinion made us actually 


in rebellion. 


Colonel Newport. The Volunteer Army have more 
than once received the thanks of both Houſes of Parli- 


ament for their conduct: he therefore did not think it 


. 
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© 
doit now, to declare their ſentimetts/*- We ought 


dot to make the reports of any inſignificant individuals, a 


nnd-work for entering on any extraneous matters. „4 

Mr. Wills read his ſeveral reſolutions, and : 

Captain Bougſeld oppoſed them, becauſe ** was ins 
fruted not to debate on any ſubje& but a Parliamen- 


tary Reform; beſtdes; he thought the loyalty of the Iriſh 


fo well known, it was not neceſſary now to declare it. 

Colonel Mefſom. Gentlemen ſhould not be allowed to 
branch out into any matter foreign to a Parliamentary 
Reform—he thought, therefore, the reſolution ſhould be 
negatived, and in its room one ſubſtituted, declaring, the 

neceſſity of a Parliamentary Reform. 

Major Crawford read the 13th Dungannon reſolution, 
which allowed the members of the Convention to purſue 
all ſuch meaſures as ſhall be likely to carry into effect the 
great buſineſs of a National Reform. It, therefore, the 
reſolutions before them ſtiould be thought likely to pro- 
mote the ſucceſs of a reform, gentlemen in his opinion 
were at liberty to agree to them; and thought them very 
proper to be adopted. 

Colonel Brocunlero. So confident am I of the loyalty 
of the nation at large, and this Convention in particular, 
that I think the reſolutions before us perfectly unneceſlary z 
but ſince they have been introduced, particularly the firſt, 
I think we ought not to throw cold water on them. A 
Parliamentary Reform has been determined by the voice 
of the nation to be a neceſſary meaſure; in conſequence 
of that declaration we are now aſſembled to digeſt a proper 
plan—-I think a committee the beſt place to diſcuſs it, 
and hope no further time will be trifled away in unne- 


ceſſary forms. 


Reverend Mr. Rur thought the reſolution was founded 
on vague reports, to which that meeting ſhould not add 
ſtability by taking notice of them; he beſides was of opi- 


nion, that the reſolutions were premature, and ſhould not 


be entered into till the cloſe of their buſineſs. The queſtion 
of a Parliamentary Reform would neceſſarily produce a 
variety of queſtions, which if not regularly paſſed, would 
break in upon any ſyſtem which might be propoſed—he 
was therefore for deferring the reſolutions till they would 
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Colonel Sir E. ee agree with the reverend 
delegate as to the neceſſity of adopting ſome regular ſyſtem. 
but muſt abſerve! that the rule of Parliament is to addrefs: 

gur Sovereign before any buſineſs is introduced, to pave: 
the way for his Majeſty's aſſent to whatever bills ſhall 
9 the Houſe during the ſeſſion; I am therefore of opi- 
nion we ſhould adopt that mode, or it will be damning 
at once the whole, of our proceedings. —and give Parlia- 
ment. an excuſe for refuſing our e e _ 
wiſhed to do. 
Captain Hackett hoped the firſt coſolechas would paſs 
unanitmouſly—he did not fee that it was ſo ' materially 
linked with the other reſolutions, that it was neceſſary to 
agree to all or reject all; ſo far from it he n gem 
to the firſt, and give his diſſent to the next... |: 

Major A. Stewart, whilſt he hoped it wk * una- 
nimoufly, wiſhed the ſtep might prove without precedent, 
as it would mark in ſtronger _— apa attachment to 
their Sovereign. iA s bed 24 bas 

Mr. Willi firſt reſolution paſſed nem! n f it n tb; 

Captain Lyſfter: moved, that this 5 do form 
itſelf i into a committee of the whole Houſe, to take ae 
conygatration the buſineſs of a Parliamentary Reform. 

Colonel Moſſom thought a reſolution ſhould - be — 
into, expreſſing that ſuch a meaſure is neceſſary before 
a committee could with proprĩety be formed to take it into 
conſideration; it would make a neceſſary ground-work 
for them to proceed on 164 01] 


Counſellor Fitzgerald ſaid, the fituation-of the king dom 
mould come before ſome body af men, and ſhould now be 
referred to a committee of that meeting. It was not their 
buſineſs to enquire whether a reform was neceſſary or 
not; they were ſent there by thoſe ]hOo ee e lick a 
reform neceſſary; and reſolved that already. * +: | 

Mr. Mofſom moved a erg that a Padimemary 
Reform was neceſfary.. , A 30 Fs] | 

Lord Valentia did not riſe with a deſite of oppoſit Ition, but 
that reſolution was comprehended in a former propoſition. 
He could not help obſerving, that too much time was 
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, walted without: coming to any: deten He wiſhed. 


* 


* 


for the talents of a Cicero or a Flood, to do the ſubject 


þ ample juſtice. He moved a e? That as it Was 


the intention of that Convention to ſupport the Crown, 
aud the dignity of the nation, they were ſorry to find that 
abuſes had crept into Parliament, which required and 
tight to be reformed. He followed this with another, 


Tins fuch/'reformation ſhould be effected through the - 


22 of- heilegiſlature. 
r: Flackett thought it better to ſay, Reſolved, 7 hat ; in 


* — to; tis ſanſe of our conſtituerie, we think * 


. Reform neceſſary. 8 
Fghe neſolutiom Was carried unanimouſſy. F- 
Mr. Hackett thought it beſt not to form any fpecidze I 

in that body, but that a committee ſhould be authorized 

to; receive; aft plans, and then: lay them before the general, 

meeting; and their firſt meaſure ſhould: be to appoint n 

a. committee. N 
Lord Falentia expreſſed hrs hopes, that they wi! be 

woifarmin;their: proceedings; a committee was neceſſary, 

and he had a Right Hon. Gentleman in his eye, who was 
of all men the moſtt proper to be the chairman of that 
committee, a man- de vaid of prejudice, whoſe honour and 
ntegrity, was. the ſubject of his country 'seulogium z whoſe 
name did not ſtand in need of any panegyric he: could pro- 


nounte ; his /Lordſhip' then moved; that a ſub- committee 


beappeinted; conſiſting of one member from each cbunty; 
and: that the N alſo-reſolve itſelf into a yeneral 
committee.. 77! N | 
The Earl of Briftol ee that forming themſelves 
into a general committee, would give the ſub-committee 
an opportunity. of reporting: their proceedings in the work 
of reform; he then propoſed; that they ſhould reſolve 
themſelves into a general; committee, ee tor ou 
inſtruction: for the forming of the other.. 
Counſellor Bloſſet ſaid, he would move an amendment 
by addreſs;:in order to prepare a place of reform. 
The Earl of Briſtol explained, that after the idee 
mittee had formed a plan, they ſhuuld. then report, p ara- 
$i 7 e to the me committee. 51 16114 
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to be of the ſub- committee 


5 KING's Co'v 9 8 Col. Darby, 
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Earl dia pur the reſolution, Yat it be an inflruc- 
tion to counties, to counties of cities and t9wns, to appoint each. 
a member to form a ne and Wy wie hems; 1 be" deter- 


mined by a majority. . 


The general committee einc appointed the e Right 
Honourable Lieutenant Colonel. William Brownlow their 
Chairman, then fat, and nominated t the following delegates 


yo aw 
* - 


. 


For ANTRIM, Lieut. Col. Sharman, © x. ated 
ARMAGH, Right Hon. Sir Capel Mos/yneaux, Bart. 
CARRICKFERGUS, Rev, William Brucr, 
Cavan, Capt, Saunderſen, _ ..... >, 
U — —ä—! m 8 
| CLARE, Mayor Stackpele, . 
Coxxk, Col. Rache, 
"Cork City, Richard Fitt, fg | 
'Donzcat, Col. Alexander Mont, gomery, che $4 
"Down, Col. the Right Hon. W e : 

"'Dzxry, the Tatl of Briftol, 5 
„ B. Major Verſchayle, „ 
Dustin City, Col. Sir Eduard Nee — "4 
Dx OGH A, Col, Meade Ogl ,. 
Penna, e Col. Irwine, | „ 
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\ 1 GALWAY To. WN, Major Pugs hit | . 
3 ' Kit arg Capt. Meville, n) 
""VRILKENNY, ajor Wemys, © an e e. 


 KitxenNyY 'c TIF Lieu Col. ae, ph 


KERRT, Col. Herbert, 
Lone NB, 1 Eageworii, . wy e 
Lo vr f, Fal. Col. Lee, „„ oe; 1555 
ee PPP 
"Limerick CIT, Col. Prod,” 3's 
LEITRIM, Col. Cullen, | 
 Monacnan, Col. Lucas, 
Mark, Capt. Ruxton, 
Mao, Col. Sir E. 4. Bleſſe, Bart. | 
Ovxen's CounTy, Capt. Stephens,  _.” 
Ros coMMORN, Col. Lyſter, 8 
G 2 
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Put, leave was given. 


Bis particular friends, of the ſame 


ſelves in their behalf; but F 
which had been already beſtow 


aſking for new ones.” 


+ 


8 r ee 


Kot: 1 Col. Right Hon. 7% mik 


mn, TNRO Nx, Capt. Hccleßs, ne e ed e e 


1 ITI PTRARX, Major Moore, 3 4%) eee 
N ra Capt. Jon Lyon, + + e 
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ran, NN gl 1s oH 1g: A... dag 


| | Fara! Ns vente ER 145 1 1795 AS AL 
| ABOUT eleven o'clock ray Fag bee took 


VV e e 

Right Hon. George Ogle db erved that oi the ff day 
of mene he had the hon ur f preſenting a mel ſſage from 
a very reſpectable Roman ( atholic Peer, relative to that de- 
ſcription, of men, communicated to him'th hro opgh an onour- 


able fried! [ Sir Boyle Roche)—t at th tne he iendency N56 nr port 


of ſaid meſſage had been great! Ne mit repre ented——f at we 
e- 


ſhould act conſiſtent! y—orthat ot Nahe hot, only. this 
country, "but of all age LR SF Ur. Procee: ings; 
he then moved, that i ite art, baye;leave 
to explain his former me age; FLA ai 


Sir Boyle ſaid, © that . r 4 in Ended 
to be moved in that aſſembly, 1 ng hes 10 tt BE olics 


ſhould be admitte: to a ſhare ir NR eg! 155 a,parti- 
cipation of the lig to Fo vot ing r -mhers of Parlia ent, 
he was come on the part 0 Lord 'Ke piggy i and. ihr 0 
* rſua on, to di avow, 
on their part, any with of being conc, 74 In the. by ſineſs 
of elections; at the ſame time 10 0 G to return anks 
to thoſe gentlemen who ii 1 t od 29855 ed them- 
Bi wo Fol 1 9 9 
their only deſire, at this time, Was enjoy them 1 in peace, 
without ſeeking in the preſent e ſtate of affairs, 
to raiſe jealouſięs, and farther. e the Wen by 
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A egoing declaration Sir Boyle declared he bad 
offered for the preſs; "but it was refuſed to be inſerted, 
Right Reverend Earl of Briſtol ſaid, he had 4 Naper 


to ſubmit to the conſideration of the Conveiition' which 


was of the higheſt conſequence, as it reſpected a ths of 


men 'whoſe Claims required the moft ſerious attention; 


men Ee Were deſerving of enjoying every privilege in 


common with the reſt of theit fellow ſub a He need 


not mention that it was the Roman Catholics of Ireland, 
he alluded to; he then moved 2 277 1 pe wy read, 
une i b the ren effect: 


(i e we Hot 0) 4536 Fe 8 An f 
— . meeting of the general committee of the Roman 
Catholics, of Ireland, Sir Patrick Bellew, Bart. in the 
chair, it was unanimouſly reſolved, that the meſſage relat - 
ing to us, delivered this morning to the National Conven- 


tion, was totally unknown to and unauthoriſed by us. 


That we do not ſo widely differ from the reſt of 
mankindz as, by our: en act, to prevent the removal of 
our hegkles.. bor ticrg 71 fl? io Sc! ite 
That we will receive ich gratitude every indul- 


gence that may be extended to us by the Jegiſlature, and 


are thankful to our benevolent reh ee for the ir n 
rous efforts 1 In Our behalf. ET 0 660 1% 

* Reſolved, that Sir Patcicla) Bello be requeſted. 8 
preſent the foregoing refolutions to the» Earl of Briſtol, as 


the act of the Roman Catholics of Ireland, een 


his Lordſhip will he pleaſed to co mmunicate them to the 
Natingsl Convention. 2 ben ay 


Ordered to lie on the table. 1 1 

It was moved that the paper produced wy vir Boyle 
Roche, Bart. be;printed, |, - ; 951% 

Right Reverend Earl of Briſtol, alſo- ments that the re- 


ſolutions, which he had ee nn hou likewiſe 
printed, | 0 


Ordered accordingly. | 
Mr. Ogle complained. chat the . refuſed to > ound 
the miſrepreſentation which was made of the meſſage 


which he delivered on'T ys ang warned printers agdinſt 
miſrepreſentations. 101 Gag | 


g 


0 


1” — 8 with, them; and;ahey ought to, be correctly 


„ MN AT VON N 5 
Nr. Hackett thought a een paper ent by; #P- 


vention to, the publie—the Keen Was: anxious tobe 
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"He had ved abes this e Events e ihanld. 


be appointed for, that purpoſe,,—Agreed. to ananimouſly, 


+ Counſellarz Morris. was oi, opinion that as theſe; two, 


Papers militated againſt each other, they ſhould be. refer- 


red to the ſelect committee,., 12448 15 4141 3 | 1201 521 12 1 11 


Mr. Beusfield ſaid, it was of the greateſt conſequence 
that theſe papers ſhould be taken into conſideration, 
Two millibns or people look up to you for your inter- 
ventioh. The rights of nations, and of every man, are 


intereſted. The Roman Catholics are noti to be mund | 


ed: to the: Cappadacians, who i prayed: for fla very. WIE 
+ Counſellor: Morris. The buſineſs we have affemblet 


for „is of the greateſt magnitude, and requires the fulleſt 
information that poſſibly car be had. The committee 


of the Munſter Delegates had rpened a correſpondence 
with ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed characters in either 


kingdom, for the purpoſe of getting information on a 


queſtion that is to ſettle the conſtitution of this country, 
not fora day, but for ages. It was allowed that all the 


papers neceſſary on this head were not brought forward, 


and that though 4 ſele& committee was appointed, yet 
every individual of that aſſembly, and he 1 they 
would attend to it, had a right to deliver his ſentiments 


on the report of that committee. (He was called to or- ; 


der by the Earl of Briſtol, who ſaid-there was no queſtion 
before them.) He then moved, that the Chairman and 
Secretary of Correſpondenee for the Province of Ulſter, 
do produce all ſuch papers and information as they have 
received on the fubje&t. of à Parliamentary —_ and 
that fuch papers do lie en the table. Fe ALTER 
Mr, Hackett was of opinion, that if the motion ſhould 
be approved of, all the papers from the other Provinces 
mould alſo be produced; bir, he doubted the neceſſity 
of the motion. * 10 
Mr. Newport ſaid, le was: 4e u Top bs Acer tot what 


| purpole theſe Os were aſked for; they were, he faid, 
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4 printed, and might be had in Dublin: he was 
againſt bringing forward any letters, except of conſe- 
quence. Why overburthen this Convention with 1 
if they can throw no new light on the ſubject ? 

Counſellor Morri—-No delegate wiſhes more for a 
Parliamentary Reform than 1 do. | It is for the purpoſe 
of information that 1 aſk for theſe papers. A gentleman 
of great abilities has ſaid, Why ſhould we overburthen 
this Convention with papers.” We don't know the 
contents of them; if, on examination, they can be of 
uſe receive them, if not—reJect them. 

Mr. Hackett obſerved; that much time had ban Ane 
Joſt .in debating trivial points; that buſineſs of impor- 
tance was delayed; that an Honourable Member of the 
Committee of Correſpondence had aſſured the Houſe, 
that all papers, containi information, were publiſned; 
that he ſhould reſt ſatisfied! with that aſſurance, and 
object to the motion, which only tended to create dif- 
ficulties, and was of no conſequence. 

Mr. Alexander Stewart ſuid, the. papers 1 foo 
were in the countrys on could not be Penne in _—_ 
. 

Counſeller Morris Wiebe his motion. 

Mr. Lyfter— All narrow policy ſhould be baniſhed 
tom this aſſembly—we ſhould act on a large and ge- 
nerous ſcale: - Parliament has already opened its eyes to 
the ſufferings and virtnes of the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland they are entitled to every privilege that the reſt 
of their fellow ſubjects enjoy and I hope that the opi- 
nion of this Convention will be clear and decided in their 
favour. It will be, perhaps, in vain to look for unani- 
mity, where ſo delicate a queſtion as religion is concern- 
ed. —You mult firſt diſcuſs the queſtion, and then decide 
upon it. 

Mr. es 3 that the great object was 2 
Parliamentary Reform; he wiſhed that religion had not 
deen mentioned; from the papers on the table thete 
was a difference of opinion in the Roman Catholics on 
the ſubject. How « ean we ole when _ themſelves 
are divided? 
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Major Marcus Browne. ſaid, that the Roman 3 
of the part of the kingdom Where he lived looked for 
an extenſion of privilege; he would inſiſt on a diſcuſſion; 
or, if the Convention thought more proper, to have it 
teferred to the conſideration of the committee. 

Earl of Brita When we come to the queſtion of 

religion, 1 will freely diſcuſs it. I am not afraid to meet 
the queſtion in any aſſembly, but in my opinion the pre- 
ſent time is improper. I therefore move n to . 
the queſtion of adjournment. 
Right Honourable Nobert Sew The information 
the committee has received from the Roman Catholics 
calls upon us to take up this queſtion. I think, as 
chairman of the committee, we | ſhould diſcuſs, it at 
large, ak! not throw it on the committee to abet 
them. 

Mr. 5 ee he had d letter, am a gle 
man of great weight and conſequence among the — 
Catholics, by which, it appeared, that body of men 
wiſhed not to Ines eee the preſent meaſures. by, any 
claims,. Ss, 

Mr. ded > can by no means agree to the queſtion 
of adjournment; What will you gain by agi ourning to 
4 ſhort day? Vou talk of referring the conſideration of 
this ſubject to a committee - the committee was appointed 
to expedite buſineſs but the ſubject of religion they'll 
be afraid to meddle with —- they'll not touch on that 
ground; if you vill not diſcuſs it now, you muſt decide 
upon it when you next meet; it will be the fiſt bu- | 
fineſs. 

Mr. Morres Caid, that in hs opinion a, abs might 
be digeſted by the committee, and ſubmitted to the 
Convention; for, purſuing liberty ourſelves; why not ex- 

tend it to every claſs of men that do not e aint 
the intereſt of this country. 

Mr. Neuport.—-Will you take upon you to decide 
whete the parties themſelves are not agreed? In his 
opinion, the Roman Catholics ſhould come and pray for 
4 right of ſuffrage. We ſhould not haſtily come to any 
reſolution where there is any diviſion among chem. — 


For the queſtion of adjournment. 
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Mr. Maſſam— I am for the queſtion of adjournment, in 


order to give time to Roman Catholics to come to an 
ultimate determination. 

Mr. Hatton, Mr. Stevens and Mr. Ogl- Gol the 81 
journment. 

Baron Dillon ſaid, he had no inſtructious from that 
reſpectable body of men, but he had conſulted with many 
of them—whatever extenſion of privileges may be grant- 
ed them, he would anſwer for it, they would receive 
with the greateſt gratitude, thankful for every advantage 
that has been granted them by Parliament, they hope 
to gain more by the generous interpoſition of their Pro- 
teſtant brethren in their behalf. 

Mr. Blaſſet ſaid, the Roman Catholics of that part of 
the kingdom where he lived, did wiſh for a right of 
 ſuffrage—yet however ardent their wiſh on that head— 
would be ſorry it ſhould militate againſt the great work 
in contemplation—when a difference of opinion prevath, 
not only with the Members of this Convention, but alſo 
among the Roman Catholics themſelves, will this ſelf- 
created aſſembly (here there was a cry of no, no,) come 
heartily to a deciſion of fuch great magnitude? our 
proceedings: ſhould be carried on with temper and mode- 
ration, and that alone will procure unanimity, which will 
give weight and conſequence to the reſolutions of this 
reſpectabſe aſſembly. He was for the queſtion of acjourn- 
ment. 

Mr. Cullen was going to ſpeak, but not being f in his 
uniform, would not be heard. 

Mr. Hackett ſaid, that the two papers deliverdd: ih 
did not militate againſt each other; that they ſeemed 
to him rather to coincide—one diſclaimed expreſoly any 
interference by the Roman Catholics, and the other im- 
pliedly declined it, expfeſſing their ſatisfaction with what- 
ever may be done; ready indeed to receive any thing, 
to claim nothing: that if there was a difference between 
them, he would be inclined to give a preference to that 
which was introduced by the Right Honourable Gene- 
ral, (Mr. Ogle) as it came through a noble Peer 
(Lord Kenmare) by whom the Roman Catholics at all 

yo 
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times communicated their ſentiments to government or to 
the public. He appealed to gentlemen's recollection, whe, 
ther that noble Lord's name had not always, with one 
or two more, been fubſcribed in the public papers, to 
whatever came from the Roman Catholic body? He 
thought the Earl of Briſtol's motion for an adjourment 


ſhould be put. 


The "© ARES of the Sub-Committee obtained leave 


to ſit again 'till Friday. : 
en hah 
en | Farvar, NoveMBER 21, 1783. 


ABOUT eleven o'clock, General Lord Charlemont 
400k: the Chair. 
Counſellor Morris ſaid, that he had that day cated 


the. opinions and reſolutions of the Roman Catholic 


Corps, and moſt reſpectable Roman Catholics of the city 


of Waterford; men whoſe property, character, and inde- 


pendent ſpirit placed them in a high point of view; and 


that they had mentioned to him their opinions entirely 
coincided with thoſe reſolutions of the Roman Catholics 


of Ireland, delivered to that aſſembly, the laſt day of their 


meeting, by the Earl of Briſtol. 


Mr. Hackett hoped that gentlemen ls —— with _ 


ſome degree of regularity; the buſineſs of the day was 
to come on, and the queſtion of the Roman Catholics 


was not before them. 


Mr. Alcock declared himfalf a friend to the wiſhes of 


the Roman Catholics. He had the honour of command- 
ing two Corps, compoſed of Proteſtants and Roman Ca- 
tholics, and their conduct and moderation entitled them 
to every privilege. 

Earl of Brifto! called to ons; He moved that the 
roll be called over. 

Mr. Hackett ſeconded the motion. 


Roll called over.. ; 
The Earl then moved, that the FW ES "ba be called 


over.— Called over accordingly.—On ſeveral gentlemen 
offering excuſes for gentlemen who were abſent, 
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Mr: Hackett moved, that every excuſe be given on 
honour; It was aſtoniſhing, he ſaid, that gentlemen ſhould 
abſent themſelves on this buſineſs; he looked on the 
buſineſs of this aſſembly; as the buſineſs of the greateſt 
importance; VVV 1 

The Convention then reſolved itſelf into a Committee 
of the whole Houſe; Mr. Brownlow in the Chair. 

Mr. Stewart reported from the Sub-Committee, and 
moved that the reſolutions of the Sub-Committee be 


now read. Reſolutions are as follow : | 


Reſolved unanimonſly, That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that no elector in any county, city, town, borough, 
er manor, within the kingdom of Ireland, be permitted to vote 


for any Repreſentative in Parliament for ſaid county, city, 


town, borough, or manor, ſo long as he may ceaſe to be re- 


ſident in ſaid county, city, town, borough, or manor, unleſs 


* 


his right of voting ariſes from landed property of twenty 
pounds per annum, within the ſaid county, city, town, borough, 
or manor, as, hereafter ſpecified. | | | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That no elefor ſhall be deemed 
a reſident within any county, city, town, borough, or manor, 
unleſs he ſhall actually reſide in ſaid county, tity, town, bo- 
rough, or manor, for fix months at the leaſt in the twelve months 
previous to the day of the teſt of the writ, and unleſs the ſaid 
county, city, town, borough, or manor, ſhall have been the uſual 
place of his reſidence during the period of his regiſtry. _ 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that every elector do regiſter his qualification 
twelve months previous to the day of the teft of the writ to 


entitle him to exerciſe his right of voting for Members ta 


ſerve in Parliament. 


2 


; Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion of this 


committee, that the ſheriff of every county do appoint a de- 


puty to take the poll in each barony, on the ſame day. | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion of this 


committee, that all decayed, mean, and depopulated cities, towns, 


boroughs, er manors, which have hitherto returned Members to 
ſerue in Parliament, by an extenſion of franchiſe to the neigh- 
bouring barony or barmies, pariſh or pariſbes, be enabled to 
return Repreſentatives agreeable to the principles of the conſti- 
ſut ion. | | ( FL. 
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' Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
1 city, town, borough, or manor, which hath hitherto 
returned Members to ſerve in Parliament, be deemed to be 
decayed which doth not now contain within its preſent pre- 
cincr, a. number of eleftors, over and above potwolloppers, 

qualified to vote according to this plan, of not lefs than two 
e for the province of Leinſter; and that whenſoever 
any city, town, borough, or manor, ſhall fo far fall into decay 

ar wot to furniſh the aforeſaid number reſpectively, that then 
| oe aid city, town, borough, or manor, do ceaſe to return 
Repreſentatives till ſuck time as the yrs number of 
electors be ſupplied. | 
* Refolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that every Proteſtant in any city, town, borough, 
or manor (not decayed) ſeiſed of a freehold within the pre- 
einfts thereof, ſhall have a right to vote for Members to ee 
in Parliament for fuch city, town, borough or manor. 

Reſolved unanimovſly, That it is the opinion of this 
nie that all bye-laws made, or to be made, by any cor- 
foration to contract the right of franchiſe, be declared illegal 
by act of Par/tament. 

Reſolved, T hat it is the opinion of this committee, that every 
Proteſtant ft 72 ed of a leaſehold intereſt in any city, town, 
borough, or manor, (not decayed ) which hitherto returned Mem- 
bers to ſerve in Parliament, or within the precintts of the ſame, 
of the-clear yearly value of ten pounds, which, at its original 
creation, was for thirty-one years, or ume, om and of which 
ten years are unexpired, as per regiſtry, be entitled to vote in 
faid city, town, borough, or manor. 

| Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 

every * Proteſtant Fofſefſed of a leaſehild interefl in any city, 
town, borough, or manor, (decayed) which hath hitherto re- 
turned Members to ſerve in Parliament, or within the precinits 
of the ſame, of the clear yearly value of froe pounds, which at 
its original creation, vas for thirty-one years or 333 and 
of which ten years are unexpired, as per reg: iſtry, he entithd 
to vote in ſaid city, town, borough, or manor. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is tie opinion of — 
mittee, that every freeholder of forty ſhillings per annum, and 
upwards, in any decayed city, town, borough, or manor, which 
hath hitherto returned Members to ſerve in Parliament, or withs 
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in the precindis of the ſame, be entitled to vate in ſaid city, 


town, borough, or manor, for electing Members to ſerve in 


Parliament. Af | ; 

| Reſolved unanimoufly, That it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee, that the duration of Parliaments ought not to exceed the 
term of three years. 9 5 

| Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that all 
ſuffrages be given viva voce, and not by ballot. e 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion of this com- 

mittee, that any perſon accepting or folding a penſion, direttly 
er indirectly, other than 2 life or the term of twenty-me 


years, at the leaſt, be rendered incapable of fitting in Parlia- 


ment. | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion of this com- 


mittee, that any Member of the Houſe of Commans holding a 


penſion, directly or indirectiy, for life or the term of twenty- 
one years, or upwards, do vacate his ſeat, but be capable of 


re-eleftion, | 


'* Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee, that any Member of the Houſe of Commons accepting amy 
place of profit under the crown, ds vacate his ſeat, but be 


capable of being re-elected. | 

' Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
following oath be adminiſtered to each Member of the Houſe of 
Commons, and by him taken before he takes his ſeat: 


„ Bo of do ſwear, that I have not 
by myſelf, nor have I by any other perſon for me, or 
at my defire or coft, or with my knowledge, conſent, 
or approbation, give meat, drink, entertainment, or 
proviſion, employment, place, money, or other value, 
reward, or conſideration, directly or indirectly, nor any 


obligation or promiſe for employment, place, or other 


value, reward or conſideration, to any perſon or perſons 
whomſoever, for any expences of any kind whatſcever 
they may have been at, to induce him. or them to vote, 
or to forbear to vote for me or any other perſon, or to 


procure for me or any one elfe, the vote 'or intereft of 


any perſon; and that I will never, directly or indirectly, 


fulfill any engagement or promiſe, entered into by any 


perſon whomſoever, relative to the giving any meat, 
Fink, entertainment, or proviſion, employment, place, 
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money, or other value, reward, or conſideration. to any 
perſon for having voted for me, or procured a vote for me 
or any other perſon at the late election. And I do further 


| folemnly ſwear, that I will not ſuffer any perſon to hold 


any penſion, or any place of profit under the crown, or 
accept of any ſum of money in truſt for me or for my 
uſe and benefit, or for the uſe and benefit of any of my 
family, whilſt I ſhall ſerve as a Member of this Parliament. 
And I do moſt ſolemnly and ſincerely take this oath 
without any evaſion, equivocation, or mental reſervation 


whatſoever. So help me God,” 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is ; the opinion f this com- 
mittee, That any perſon convicted of perjury by a jury, relative 


to the above vath, be rendered e of ever fitting in the 


Ha of Cm. 

After the reſolutions were read, | 
Lord Valentia ſaid, he did not entertain the ſmalleſt 
doubt of the Sub- committee having weighed with the 
greateſt maturity the reſolutions now produced; but as 
they were of great magnitude, and required no ſmall de- 
liberation, he thought that” the taking into conſideration 


the reſolotions of the Sub- committee, ſhould be poſtponed 


for a fortnight at leaſt; until Monday next, and as printed 
copies of the reſolutions were delivered into the hands of 
every delegate fot that purpofe, he moved, 

That the Chairman ſhould report ſome progreſs, aſk 


leave to fitagain, and that the Convention fhould be after« 


wards adjourned until Monday next. 
He was ſeconded by Mr. O'Hara. 
Mr. Marburton thought no time ſhould be loſt in bring- 


ing this buſineſs to an iſſue. 


Colonel W. M. Ogle obſerved, that the reſolurions of 
the Sub- committee had undergone a moſt ample diſcuſ- 
ſion therein; that though they were of very high impor- 
tance indeed, yet, he flattered himſelf, that the moſt of 
them would paſs the Grand Committee, and afterwards 
the Convention, without debate or oppoſition, and that 
if the Committee would then go into the conſideration of 
the report, all ſuch might be paſſed, and ſuch only as 
were oppoſed, be adjourned to a ſubſcquent day. 
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Lord Valentia ſupported his opinion, that ſome time 
ſhould be given for the conſideration of theſe reſolutions. | 

Mr. Meade Ogle ſaid, no arguments have been made uſe 
of to prevent us going into the buſinefs now. At the very 
moment when we are called together to debate, the queſ- 
tion of adjournment is moved for, 

Mr. Morris was for poſtponing the conſideration of the 
report to a future day, to enable every delegate to pay the 
ſubje& that mature deliberation the importance of it re- 
quired, and not to decide upon any part, as every delegate 
had not the ſame opportunity of obtaining that perfect 
information thereon as the Sub-committes, who had ſat 
for ſo many days. 

Mr. Hackett was in be of reporting ſome ak, 
and leave to ſit again, as he acknowledged that time ſhould 
be given the members maturely to conſider the ſeveral 
reſolutions, but that gentlemen could do ſo by to-morrow, 
aud not procraſtinate until Monday, 

Mr. Mofſem—l declare, for my part, I would ſtay in 
town twelve months, in order to bring: this buſineſs to a 
ſatisfactory iſſue ; but why do we not go into the conſi- 
deration of it now-? Gentlemen ſay, that it requires more 
information and time to conſider of theſe reſolutions; but 
why did not thoſe gentlemen attend the proceedings of 
the Sub-committee? The door of information was open 
to them, I like not this delay; I am ſatisfied it is not for 
the benefit of this country to delay any longer. 

Mr. Bloſſe.— We referred to the conſideration of the 
Sub-committee, one of the moſt important objects that 
could engage the attention of this or any other aſſembly, 
and that is, a Reform of the Conſtitution. This report 
conſiſts of eighteen articles, and every one of them of 
great moment; would he not be a fooliſh man, indeed, 
to build a houſe this day, and throw it down the next ? 
I am totally unprepared to ſpeak to any argument that 
may be brought forward, but not unprepared tor the main 
object of the buſineſs, I would not diſcharge the duty I. 
owe my conſtituents, if I did not take time for conſidering 
theſe reſolutions. However great the abilities of the gen- 
tlemen who compoſed that committee were, and he was 
certain they were men of great abilities, will any man be 
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found hardy enough to ſay, that they may not admit of 
amendment? I am ſure there will not; therefore think 
that it would be highly proper to take two or three days 
time for the Convention to take a decided opinion. 

Mr. Montgomery (of Cavan)—The preſent proceeding 
was an anticipation of debate, and he was therefore for 
reporting ſome progreſs, and leave to ſit again. 

Captain Newi/ obſerved, that the preſent repreſenta- 
tion of boroughs was a matter of infinite conſequence, and 
that ſomething. on that head en to have been gone 
G 
Mr. een, Dhein“ S that there was not 
any thing of that nature contained in the report. 

Colonels Cullen and Hatten roſe to order, and the former 
was againft any conſideration: of any part of ms report * 
to- morro -w. 

Mr. Brownlow put the queſtion, chat I do now leave the 
chair, report and aſk leave to fit again. —Agreed to. 

The Convention was then reſumed, Earl Charlemont in 
the chair. TEL 

Mr. Brownlow reported from the committee, that they 
had made ſome progreſs—and aſked leave to fit again, 
Leave given. 

Colonel Meade Ogle ſaid, he had only made a . 
for conſidering ſuch parts of the report, and deciding on 
them, as ſhould be expected to paſs without oppoſition; 
he would not paſs any part, and therefore withdrew his 
with of going into the buſineſs till to-morrow. 

Colonel Flood obſerved, that a confiderable debate had 
ariſen in this meeting, as was often the caſe in other po- 
pular and great aſſemblies, where, in fact, there was not 
a real ſubject before them; he agreed perfectly in the 
idea of a very reſpectable gentleman near him (Colonel 
Meade Ogle) in not precipitating the buſineſs, but giving 
every part a moſt ample diſcuffion; there was an idea 
he begged might well be conſidered, that was, any unne- 
ceſſary or confiderable delay of country gentlemen created, 
they might poſſibly ſtay in town. If it is admitted that 
you ought not to precipitate, you certainly ought not to 
delay, becauſe the aſſembly may be decreaſed, and a de- 
N aſſembly would not reflect credit on the pro- 
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ad, your committee ought to meet to-morrow, 
and your convention at large on. Monday, to diſcuſs the | 
buſineſs at once, and avoid repeated debate. If the Grand 
Convention ſhould be worried out by repeated procraſti- 


nation, you will, in fact, become a depopulated affembly,; 
and I am therefore for arguing the ſeveral reſolutions | in 


the committee to-morrow. | 
Mr. Brownlow was againſt procraſtination ; 5 was A 


ſubject of the very firſt importance, in which every man 


ought ſeriouſly to engage, and thercfore moved to go into 


the conſideration of it on to-morrow. 


Colonel O'Hara adverted to the Houſe of Commons, | 


having ſat three days on the ſubject of qualifications of 
_ eleftors without being able to decide on that point; he 


wiſhed, therefore, that two days ſhould be ſet apart for 
this, bulineſs; he was againſt meeting to-morrow, an 
moved for Monday and Tueſday. _ 

Lord Farnham ſaid, he had attended to. the 9 
ſince they were read, and as they were many and of ver 


great conſequence, he could wiſh for ſome time to conſider 
| ſeriouſly on them. Such mature deliberation would ulti- 
mately add to their weight. The gentlemen who formed 


the Sub-committee might think themſelves ſufficiently 
informed already; but matters appeared to him in thoſe 
reſolutions, which were certainly new, and of material 
conſequence. The object of Triennial Parliaments was 
one of great magnitude, and the ſtriking at boroughs ano- 
ther; the two days that intervened between that and 


Monday, were as little as could be allowed for this con- 


ſideration. 

Colonel Cullen vas not for precipitating, but an enemy 
to delay ; the arguments of the Hon, Gentleman near him 
(Colonel Flood) were, in his mind, deciſive. . Shall we create 


an unneceſſary delay that will diminiſh our numbers, and 


retract from the reſpectability of the meeting? We ſhall 
have ſufficient time for deliberation to-morrow with the 
committee, and afterwards to digeſt it fully on Sunday; 
the ſubject is of the firſt importance, and we have inſtances 
even of the Houſe of Commons deliberating on the Lord's- 
day. It was true, upon any queſtion of magnitude the cor- 
rupt diſpoſition of the. H of C ——, led them 
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to create difficuſties to the moſt virtuous Propoſitions, 
which, he truſted, would not be the caſe here; principles 
of intereſt had provided in another aſſembly to procraftinate 
and impede the progreſs of the bill alluded to by an Honour- 
able Gentleman (Mr. O'Hara) but he trufted, and was 
firmly perſuaded, that nought but the public i intereſt would 
"manifeſt itſelf in this aſſembly. 
Mr. Browne was ſurpriſed. that gentlemen” could require 
ſo long a time, when the doors were open for every member 
to have acceſs to the Sub- committee. He had the honour 
of being one of that committee, and could not help think- 
ing it extraordinary, if private avocations had prevented 
gentlemen from attending, that they ſhould throw the 
want of information on any other pretext. The commit- 
tee, indeed, were ſenſibly obliged to thoſe who did give 
their afſiftance ; but noblemen and gentlemen who. were 
habituated to the mode of poſtponing the great national 
buſineſs in another place, had attempted to practice the 
fame mode in that aſſembly. He, on his own part, was 
not acquainted with the delays of other places, and he 
thought the diſcuſſion. of the. matter to-morrow eſſentially 
neceſſary. They could not, like the place he alluded to, 
diſpatch A ſerſeant at arms with a mace upon his ſhoulders, 
to enforce the attendance of their members. They had 
nothing to compel. attendance i in that Convention but the 
ardent zeal with which. every man ought to burn in the 
cauſe of his country. + {packs 

Mr. Merrit fait, that any man Efrrting A buſibe; of 
ſuch importange, nülder pretext of any avocation, deſerved 
the ſevereſt cenſure; as for his part he did not do fo. 
Gentlemen ſhould be as well prepared to combat and meet 
every propoſition in.the General Committee as in the whole 
Convention; he hoped gentlemen would be prepared to 
4 7 in both, but Was oy adjourning till Monday. 

General Oel: decfared himſelf as much an enemy to delay 
as any man, but two days were as little as could be offered 
for the conſideration of a ſubje& of as much importance as 
was ever agitated in any aſſembly; that it went little ſhort 
of a ſubverſion of the Conſtitution ;- (here a general cry of 
No, No) He then adverted to the obſervations of gentle- 
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men, that every delegate ſhould have attended the whole - 
progreſs of the buſineſs, but ſaid it was impoſſible he could 
have done ſo, being on a Committee in the Houſe of - 
mons z he did not want a dangeroys delay, but_ wiſhed 
time for every man to be fully informed; and when the 
ſubject of a more equal repreſentation was gone into, he 

feared every man would tremble on its threſhold. __ __. 
The Earl of Briſtol ſaid, that if the matter was adjourn- 
ed till Monday, and the eee at large to take it up, 
without going into the committee, it would ſave much 
trouble, and meet with little oppoſit ion. 

Mr. Brownlow. It has been ſaid, that the reſolutions 
in the report. of your Sub-Committee propoſe alterations 
in the Conſtitution; but I do not look upon them in the 
light of alterations, they are a renovation of the Conſtitu- 
tion, it is bringing it back to its ancient form: that the 
people ſhould be repreſented, you will not call that an 
alteration; and tis notorious that the people have not 
been repreſented. The proper. manner of inveſtigating 
this ſubject is in a committee, who by ſuch inveſtigation 
and conſideration of it, would correct their own judg- 
ments there. Ought not the people to be adequately 
repreſented? I cannot ſay any thing of the preſent Par- 
liament; they have been of too ſhort duration to form 
an adequate opinion; but this muck I will aſſert, that 
the people are not fully repreſented. I am for deliberat- 
ing the ſubject daily, to ſhew a proper zeal in the bu- 
ſineſs, which is of the very higheſt importance to the 
nation; I have eſteemed it as ſuch, for I have neglected 
my attendance in the Houſe of Commons, merely to do 
my duty here, and am on that account held as a delin- 
1 and ordered into the cultody of the Serjeant at 

rms. 

Colonel Lyſter. _ The Na character of the reſolu- 
tions were of little diſcuſſion, but great information; the 
examination of the ſubje& in the committee would eluci- 
date it, and be a ſource of information to gentlemen who 
had been 1 from the Sub-Committee 1 in the Houſe 
of Commons. 

Colonel Sir Edward Newenham. There was a very 
material reaſon indeed for going into the General Com- 
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mittee to-morrow, in order to afford full g for in- 


veſtigation, as, every day of the enſving week are ap- | 


pointed for ballots in the Houſe of Commons. 
Colonel Bousfizld ſaid the time of country gentlemen 

muſt be allowed to be extremely precious, but he was 

| perſuaded that every man in this Convention would give 


up that time moſt chearfully in forwarding and completing . 


the great object of a Reform in Parliament. An Ho- 
nourable Delegate (Colonel O'Hara) had mentioned, that 
thtee days were ſpent in diſcuſſing an election bill in the 
Houſe of Commons; there was a great diſtinction be- 
tween the two aſſemblics; in the one place much diſ- 
cuſſion and debate might have ariſen from intereſted views, 
to procraſtinate, to defeat any meaſure that might be 


thought to militate againſt the private intereſt or pur- 


Tuits of individuals; in this aſſembly no man had an 
object but for the general good, time would not therefore 


be waſted, and the matter would be more amply diſcuſſed 


in two days in ſuch an aſſembly, than in others of ano- 


ther complexion in much a greater period. An Honou- 


rable Delegate (General Ogle) had talked of a ſubverſion 
of the Conſtitution; the prefent report and reſolutions 
went only to reanimate, and not to alter the Conſtitution, 
to admit the people to an equal ſuffrage, which was 
their undoubted birth-right, and the very great majorities 
that daily appeared in the Houſe of Commons againſt 
every conſtitutional ' queſtion, were ſufficient evidence of 
the defects in the preſent Repreſentation, and ought to 
make us ſerious in this point, and to allot that portion 


of time to its diſcuſſion to-morrow, that it ſo eminently 
deſerved. 


. Mr. Newport could ſee no poſſible objection againſt 


going into the buſineſs to-morrow. They need not 
indeed go into the very ſpecific queſtion, but they might 
approach it by inveſtigation. The many ſources of in- 
formation ſo much ſpoke of, were ſources to be found 
in that Houſe, and not from the little dirty cabals which 
.Mmight be formed out of it. He called on gentlemen, 


u the name of Heaven, to have their minds open to 
coalition. The Conſtitution was not be nee, but to 
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| hs invigorated—to bring it back to the original ſyſtem 
and true repreſentation; but he, feared there were many 
men who ſhrunk back from an attack upon that pol- 
lated ſyſtem, of which they had been ſo long the ſup- 
porters.—Independent men, acting for the public good, 
would ſcorn the meanneſs of any ſubterfuge. Some ſaid 
they were attending their duty in Parliament; but he 
begged that gentlemen would endeavour to gain infor- 
mation in its proper place, to be convinced by the ar- 
uments of public virtue, and not run out of doors to 
iſten to thoſe of ſiniſter men; that they would go into a 
committee to-morrow, on the momentous queſtion before 
them, and not be guided by the deſires of a few ſordid 
men, who would ſacrifice every thing to venality and 
corruption.—But they dreaded information here—He wiſhed 
for every man to act decidedly, and hear the arguments 
of freemen ſtated there with preciſion for the govern- 
ment of their conduct. The doors of the Select Com- 
mittee were yeſterday and every day open for the in- 
formation of all delegates who wiſhed to be convinced 
from public virtue, . and information ſhould be acquired 
only here, and not to take the ſenſe of narrow ſelfiſh men 
Woe wg ſacrifice every thing at the ſhrine of corruption. 
ajor Fitzgerald was for poſt oning the buſineſs till 
Monday, not with a view of 'deriving information out 
of doors, from narrow-minded ſelfiſh men, but to inform 
his own underſtanding on a point where they were re- 
modeling the Conſtitution. (here he was called to order) 
Gentlemen muſt be very perverſe who would not allow 
one day for deliberation; no call 'of the Houſe of Com- 
mons ever took place till three or four o'clock, and could 
not therefore interfere with that Convention; who were 
to meet every morning at ten. Several of the reſoluti- 
ons in the report on your table introduce few rights, 
and ſome of thoſe which relate to boroughs are vague. 
Colonel O'Hara only recommended what he thought 
| beſt, but had no objection t. to the motion for Monday | 
being withdrawn. 
Lord Farnham did not mean - to give any unneceſſary 
men; but he was not aſhamed to ſay, that he 
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PRE look for information as well without as within 


doors. An inſinuation was thrown out about the arts 


of delay; he was a ftranger to any ſuch arts; but he 


could not think that aſking a day extraordinary, for the 


mature exerciſe of judgment, came under that deſcription. 


He was willing to, take the opinion of that meeting, whe- 
ther Monday or to-morrow were the moſt proper days 
on which to deliberate the queſtion ? 

The motion was then put for adjourning ill Monday, 


which being negatived, that for adjourning till to-mor- 


row was put, and carried in the affirmative. 
Mr. Morris till contended for Monday. 


Mr. "Hackett ' oppoſed it, and ſaid that it was a rule 


in all affemblies that no new queſtion could be put on 
a matter already decided; and he wiſhed it ſhould be 
a rule of that aſſembly, that it would not ſuffer any of 
its members to deſcend to perſonalities. 

Baron Dillon read in his place the title and ſubſtance 


of a paper, tranſmitted to him from the, Roman Catho- 
lics of the county of Meath, diſclaiming any power to 


have been veſted in any perſon to declafe their ſent:- 


ments, ſave the committee in Dublin, where Sir Patrick 
Belle w had preſided, and in whoſe reſolutions they 
concurred. 


Ordered to lie on the table for the petuſal of the 
members. 5 
Adjourned til to-morrow morhing. at ten clock. 


SaTURDAY, NovzuseR 22, 1783. 


ABOUT eleven o clock General Earl Charlemont took 
the Charr.—Rolt called over. 
Mr. Hackett moved, that a liſt of oath delegates who 


had never attended, be printed. Ordered accordingly." 


Mr. Hackett than ſaid, that ſome reſolutions of the 
Roman - Catholics of the: city of Waterford, had been 


communicated to him, to be laid before the Convention; 


that they expreſſed the gratitude of that great body of 


mien, for the favours already conferred by the legiſlature, 
and their willingneſs to receive whatever indulgence may 
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| * extended to them :—He then moved, that theſe reſo- 
lutions do. lie on the table, and that they pe printed. Or- 


dered accordingly. _ 

Mr. Morris moved the * of the. tay, which, be- 
ing agreed to, the Convention reſolved; into a. 5525 
Committee, to take into conſideration the report of the 


Sub-Committee. _. 


Right Honourable William Brownlow in the Chair. 

The firſt reſolution was then read, 

4 Reſolved unanimouſiy, That it is the ini of this 
committee, that no eleftor_in any county, city, ton, borough, 
or manor, within the kingdom. of Ireland, he permitted to vote 


for any Repreſentative | 1 Parliament far ſaid county, Ec. 


unleſs his right of voting ariſes from landed property of 207. 
fer ann. within the Jaid . fc. as herein after be- 
ciſied. 

l Stewart, of (Killamoon) moved an amendment, that 
the word county be expunged. RES Tis 

Mr. Newpert thought the motion unneceſſary; as no 
reaſons had been adduced, for expunging the word coun- 
ty. The reſolmion, ought not to be altered, as the moſt 
corrupt uſes had been made by ſome men of their forty 
ſhilling freeholds, in perhaps, three or four counties, 
who poſted from one to the other, to vote at general 
elections. Many advantages would alſo be derived from 
the reſolution; it would cauſe, freeholders to be. reſident, 
and increaſe population. It. would prevent the mean arts 
made uſe of at elections, where forty ſhilling freehol- 
ders were diſgracefully poured i in, and took away the 
number of falſe electors intruded on the Conſtitution, He 
was therefore againſt expunging the word county. 

Mr. Rocſfart thought a ten pound freehold was a ſuf- 
ficient qualification for voting. 

Mr. Loyd ſaid, that carrying the reſolution would put 
an end to all the charters of towns and boroughs in the 
kingdom. | 

Mr. Edgeworth cantended that the reſolution was the 
great baſis of the reform, and he had heard no arguments 
which could induce him to alter that opinion—that this 
reſolution was eſſential to the reform—if he underſtood the 
ſpirit of the plan before them, it was formed chiefly upon 


=} NA TT ON AL > 


| laſted 32 days, and ſuch an election, he hoped, would 


voted were about 1000, and a number of: thoſe were 401. 


ideas of exact regiſtry and reſidence, and the. enlargement 
of boroughs. Thoſe who 'wiſhed to confine the number 
of electors, might perhaps be glad to preſerve . their ubi- 
quity—bur he hoped that that infamous traffic would ſoon 
be at an end. He had heard of the landed, and had heard 
of the monied intereſt of Ireland, but this was the fu ſt 
time he had heard of the itinerant intereſt of Ireland. 
Major Moore, as one of the Sub-Committee, ſupported 
the reſolution. It was not independents that it ſtruck at, 
but mercenaries, unconſtitutional mercenaries of landlords, 
whom they had at their back on all elections. Extra 
freemen it would alſo prevent from being a curſe in char- 
tered towns. The reſolution” was framed within the letter 
of the Conſtitution, and wy ſhould be carcful not to 
oppoſe it. : . 
Colonel Hayes was not for having the word county 
expunged. He conceived the reſolution well calculated 
to ſave expence in elections, and was an enemy, as much 
as any man, to itinerant voters. As to petty and cor- 
rupt baroughs, if he had only his own feelings to conſult, 
he would join in wiſhing them annihilated, but as he 
conſidered himſelf as guardian of the rights of 4 departed 
friend, a man of the moſt amiable character, of noble 
principles, who had guarded all in his power from a bo- 
rough he was conſidered the patron of, from now being 
venal or corrupt, he confidered private faith the baſis 
of public virtue, and wiſhed that ſome conſideration might 
be made to thoſe who might be Ws. by the inde- 
ciſi on. 7 | 
Mr. Bleſſet had many reaſons for oppoſing the amend- ö 
ment; but one in particular he would mention: He at- 
tended the election for the county of Galway, which 


never be ſeen again. The number of freeholders who 


freeholders, ſent by a great Peer to a Right Honourable 
Commoner, from the diſtance of Jo miles, and who had 
never ſeen their freeholds, perhaps, but once, that they 
had perched on it, and then flew away again. About 
a hundred of ſuch miſcreants voted at that election. This 
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was ſufficient cauſe in itſelf for a Parliamentary Reform; 
and expunging the word . county” would make their meet- 
ing uſeleſs. 

Mr. Myrtis—occafional voters are the great evil. com- 
plained of-—voters who travel from one part of the king- 
dom to the other, to vote on a general eleqion:;— This 
reſolution, as it ſtands, will enforce a. reſidence - this it 
was that the committee had in view; and I will there- 
fore be againſt expunging the word“ county” from the 
reſolution. 
Counſellor Fitzgera/d was alſo of the ſame opinion. 
In many caſes, the landlord paid the rent of ſuch men. 
The reſolution would tend to diſcourage fraud, and re- 
move factious electors not known to the ſoil; and put a 
ſtop to perjury, becauſe it too often happened, that rent 
chargers of forty ſhillings ſwore they had freeholds. * 
Mr. Stewart withdrew his motion. 
Mr. Flood moved, that the word“ landed? be left ou. 
and the words freehold or leaſehold” be inferted.— 
Agreed to. 
Right Honourable Gree Ogle declared he had. no bo- 
rough, nor was he connected with any perſon, who had, 
but it was his duty to attend to the inſtructions of his 
Conſtituents: he ſaid, to me they gave their inſtructions on 
this head, and I am bound to take care that compenſation 
ſhall be made. He then read the inſtructions he had 
received, and moved an amendment in theſe words, 
© having a due regard to the intereſt 2 ſuch individuals 
as may be injured thereby.“ 
Mr. Maſſom aſſured them, he had a uber regard for 
the public welfare than for any private advantage. A 
prevailing influence in either cities or boroughs, was in 
the higheſt degree dangerous. He would cite one exam- 
ple there -were 1800 voters in the city of Kilkenny, 
and not above 200 of them were ever reſident. 'They 
were like lunatics in the hands of their keepers, and were 
ſent backward and forward as it ſuited the will of the 
party, to whom they were annexed as a ſort of property. 
He once propoſed himſelf a candidate for the borough 
of e but a Mr. Monk Maſon was diſpatched by 
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government to oppoſe him. When this latter gentle 
man arrived at Kilkenny, being an entire ſtranger, he 
enquired his way to Iriſhtown, where the corporation 
books had been opened, but finding him (Mr. Moſſom) 
of ſuperior ſtrength, he did not chuſe to go on; but at 
the ſame time contrived, through miniſterial intereſt, for 
the whole time of fix months to procraſtinate the elec- 
tion; in which interim, every hanging-on chaplain, and 
new-made guager, were Mace freemen, to ſwell up a 
; majority. _ | 

Mr. Flood was pleaſed that the queſtion was narrow- 
ed, but it was the object of the amendment to give 
compenſation to the owners of boroughs. He would 
give them the reaſons why this was not reconſidered 
in the plan. It was the wiſh of the Sub-Committee to 
pay the repreſentatives of the people every proper re- 
ſpect: The purſe of the nation was in their hands, and 
it would not be wiſe to dictate to that Houſe. He 
ſaw no neceſſity, however, for that amendment, becauſe 
it was very evident that thoſe who were returned by 
borough- influence would take care of borough-intereſt ; 
and the majority of Parliament being returned in that 
channel, compenſation was a matter at which they 
would not hefitate. There was, however, a conſide- 
ration that ſhould be looked into on that occaſion; mak- 
ing compenſation in one caſe, would draw every occa- 
ſional voter to the Houſe of Parliament looking for 
compenſation alſo; and right of demand being equal 
on one ſide as well as the other, compenſation might 
coſt the nation half a million of money. There were 
not wanting many noble minds who would diſdain the 
idea of compenfation, He would not anticipate their 
generous and exalted feelings: one example would 
doubtleſs lead on another, and the whole become a deed 
of magnanimity. 

Mr. Og/e thought he was bound to obey the inftruQions 
of his conſtituents. 

Mr. Hatton ſaid, he would oppoſe compenſation to any 
man who had afurped an unconſtitutional right. | 

Mr. Browne was of opinion, that being ſo long in the en- 
Joyment of theſe boroughs was a ſufficient reward to their 
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proprietors, and that they ſhould now come and demand 
compenſation, appeared to him to be very extraordinary. 

Mr. Hackett ſaid, that when this reſolution would come 
before Parliament, granting a compenſation might be a 
great means of getting it paſſed there, but he would not 
wiſh that an idea ſhould go abroad that we decide on it, 
we only refer it to Parlitament—it is not defined how, but 
referred to Parliament; — and though this amendment ſhould 
be now rejected, it ſhoulg not be looked upon as manifeſt- 
ing our opinion, but of referring it to the conſideration of 
another aſſembly. 

Mr. Cullen ſaid, that this amendment was unneceſſary; 
it would be opening a door for occaſional voters to apply 
for compenſation. This matter is with great propriety re- 
ferred to Parliament. 

Mr. Eageworiſ applauded Mr. Hayes's attachment to his 
friends, but put him in mind that he was not a truſtee for 
any private family in that aſſembly; if any thing could 
recall a departed ſpirit, it would be the voice of. freedom 
in that aſſembly; and were his friend to ariſe at that mo- 
ment before him, he would warn him not to miſtake par- 
tiality for virtue, nor to prefer private attachments to the 
great intereſts of his country. Who could be expected to 
ſacrifice any uſurped rights, if the expreſs commands of a 
true friend to freedom, delivered in his own writing to the 
guardians of his fame and family, were diſregarded. No 
poſition could be* more fatal or more abſurd than, that 
an excluſive right to chuſe legiſlators could become the 
private property of individuals. 

As to compenſation for that, amongſt a thouſand other 
reaſons, he was againſt the 155 — Was not the Conven- 
tion met to diminiſh the corruption of Parliament? and 
ſhould they begin by. the moſt barefaced enormous an 
fiable bribery ? 

He hoped that the freemen of Ireland would never 
deſcend to ſuch a dereſiction of their own rights, to ſuch 
an acknowledgement of a weak cauſe and weak reſources : 
They had but one firm ſupport, the virtue of the people, 
and that they ſhould preſerve unpolluted and entire. 

Major Moore. Though he certainly denied the right of 
compenſation being made for the Jong witheholding the 
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rights of franchiſe, yet he was very well ſatisfied it ſhould 
be referred to Parliament. That Charters were originally 
granted to trading and manufacturing towns, to give thoſe 
towns that ſhare in the repreſentation which from their 
conſequence they had a right to enjoy; that uſurpat ion or 
decay had deprived them of their privileges; that it was a 
truſt repoſed in Convention to point out the remedy for their 
decay and the means to reſtore their liberty; that by a 
voluntary conceſſion the borough-mongers would acquire 
everlaſting -honour—by an ill- timed obſtinacy be forced 
ultimately to ſubmit, and perhaps to render an account of 
the meſne profits of 2 long ufurpation. ' 

Mr. Morris ſaid, in order, to get rid of it, if any gen- 
tleman would ſeeond him, he would move the previous 
queſtion. 

Mr. Lyſter aſked, What would you — them 
for? Compenſate them who have committed a violence 
on the principles of the conſtitution The general idea 
is, that this buſineſs is to go to Parliament, and he hoped 
the reſolution would not be clogged: Owners of boroughs 
will ſtill have a conſiderable authority. — He was averſe to 
the idea of compenfation—it was a violation or public 
property. — 19 6 

Mr. Og/e then withdrew” his arnendimenceſerving 
himſelf, however, to make his objections in another place. 

Mr. Bbfſet then ſpoke to the reſolution at large, and 
was going to propofe an amendment, reſpecting rent- 
charges of twentypounds à year and upwards, who, he 
imagined, were not ne e ſpecified in the reſolu- 
tion; but 

Mr. Hackett removed: his objeQtion; by convincing him 
that they fully came within the deſcription of voters, _ 
were not excluded for non-refidence. _ 

The firſt reſolution was then put, and agreed to 
nem. con. 5 T8 

The ſecond reſolution was read. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That nz eleflor ſhall be deemed 
i reſident within" any county, city, town, borough, or mangr, 
unieſs ſie ſhall actually reſide in ſaid ets city, town, bo- 
rough, or manor, at the time of his regiſtry, and unleſs he ſhall 
have actually refided in ſaid county, city, town, ä ar 
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manar, far fix months" at the leaſt, in the twelve months previous 
to the day -of the teſt of the writ, and unleſs the ſeid county, 
city, town, borough, ar manor, ſpall have been the uſual Place 
of his reſidence during the. period of his regiſtry. | 

Mr. O'Hara ſubmitted to their conſideration, 8 
regitliiring! the freehold twelve months, would not aber 
the end propoſet. 

Mr. Flad obſerved, that in a framing that e tho 
Sab:Corninittee were well aware that they were nat mak- 
ing an act of Parliament. They went no farther than a 
plan; and in conſequence, new election laws might be 
adopted by Parliament td enfarce the reſidence of thoſe 
viſions and phantoms of election, which deſtroyed ſo very 
much the purity of the canſtitution ; this was only an out- 
line, but the detail was reſerved for the proper place. 
Counſellor Blaſſet expreſſed his apprehenſion, that there 
was a ſeverity in the reſolution, in reſpect to reſidence, and 
moved an amendment, to expunge the words “ actually 
rẽſidentꝰ for the words * fix months out of twelve: but 
not being ſeconded, the Chairman put the queſtion on the 
ſecond reſolution, which was carried nem. con. 

The third reſolution was read. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion if this 
committee, that every electur do regiſter his qualification, 
tw-lve months previous to the day of the teft of the writ, to 
entitle; him to "exerciſe his right of voting for Members 10 
feroe in Parliament. 

Mr. Flood faid, that the Sub- Committee had Adee the 
reſolution on the principle of being a kind of notification. 
His own advice would be, that in the framing the new 
election laws, it ſhould be enacte}* That in caſe of any man 
attempting to vote, who ſhould be deemed unqualified by 
the nature of his freehold, the freeholders ſhould traverſe 
the ſame, and try its validity by jury ;” if this was not found 
agreeable, they could eaſily recur to the old ſyſtem. 

The third reſolution was put, and carried unanimouſly. 

The fourth reſolution was read. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, . T hat it is the opinion of this 
committee, that the ſheriff of every county do appoint a de- 
fuiy to take the poll in each barony, on the ſame day. 


rr 


Lord Farnham, on account ul ths lateneſs of the hour, 
propoſe the queſtion of adjournment. NES 

Mr. Flad preſſed the meeting to go ron this reſolu- 
tion and the next, as the moſt important of the whole; 
and, on Monday they might go through all the others. 
The Dungannon Meeting had pointed out the neceſſity of 
their adoption. As the law now ſtood, the ſheriff was 
made reſponſible for his deputy; and it. was but juſtice, 
that the deputy ſhould be made reſponſible for himſelf.— 
He ſhould be a man of ſubſtance, and a man of character. 
Mr, Hackett ſaid, that the adoption of the reſolution 
would facilitate the progreſs of electien, and would leſſen 
the uſual expence. Innumerable advantages might be drawn 
from it, without any difficulties. It was, indeed, proper 
that they ſhould confine themſelves . to the outline, and 
leave to Parliament the filling up of every matter; and 
great care ſhould be taken in the nee of ſheriff.” 
deputies. 

Mr. O'Hara objected to che reſolution, on account of 
the expence that would be incurred by taking the polls in 
every barony, and particularly in the great encreaſe of 
council that candidates would be forced to have. 

Major Moore obſerved, that adopting the reſolution would 
make elections be attended with little or no expence ; and” 
regiſtry and reſidence being once eſtabliſhed, there would 
be no fort of occaſion for lawyers, as every perſon mult 

then vote in his own barony, and his qualification be fully 

known. 

The fourth reſolution was put, * carried nem. con. 
The fifth reſolution was read; 

Reſolved unanimouſly,? That it is the opinion of this 
eommittee, that all decayed, mean, and depopulated cities, towns, 
boroughs, er manors, which have hitherto returned Members to 
ſerve in Parliament, by an extenſion of. franchiſe to the neigh- 
bouring barony or "RAINY pariſh or pariſbes, be enabled to 
return Repreſentatives n to the principles of the conſti- 
tution. 

Several gentlemen contended, that, from the lateneſs of 

the hour, they ſhould defer the confideration of this reſo- 

Intion until Monday; but having divided on the queſtion 
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od adjournment, it was carried by the noes, and they 
agreed to proceed. 

Mr. O'Hara conſidered it as his firſt duty, to attend 
the buſineſs of Parliament, where important matters were 
then agitating. —Here he was interrupted by the Earl of 
Briſtol, Mr. Warburton, Sir Edward Newenham, and Mr. 
Edgeworth, who contended that their firſt duty ſhould be 
their attendance on a Convention to which they had 
been delegated by the real voice of the people; and 
their attendance in the Houſe of Commons was but a 
| ſecondary conſideration ; particularly as the errors com- 
mitted one day in Parliament, might be correQed the 
next; but every ſtep of the Convention muſt be irre- 
vocable, | 

The fourth reſolution then paſſed 1 nemine contradi- 
cente. 

The fifth reſolution was then read, which alluded to 
decayed boroughs ;—it was thought by ſeveral gentlemen, 
from the lateneſs of the hour, it would be proper to 
poſtpone the conſideration of this reſolution to Monday 
next—but if agreed on, to proceed. 

After it was determined to proceed on the fifth reſo- 
lation, Mr. O'Hara declared that he conſidered it as his 
firſt duty to attend to the buſineſs of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, when matters of importance were at this moment 
agitating, (Here he was interrupted by the Earl of 
Briſtol.) 

Sir Edward Newenham and Mr. Warburton thought their 
attendance at Convention their firſt duty, to which they 
had been delegated by the real voice of the people, and 
that their attendance. in the Houſe of Commons was but 
2 ſecondary conſideration. 

Mr. O'Hara perſiſted in his opinion, (in which he was 
ſupported by Mr. George Montgomery, and Mr. George Ogle) 
who ſaid, he confidered the Houſe of Commons as the 
the palladium. of Iriſh Liberty; my firſt duty therefore, 
is my attendance in that Houſe, and I will never allow 
that any other aſſembly can have a prior claim to my 
attendance. _ 

Mr. Warburton ſaid, the only buſineſs to come on in 
the Houſe of Commons, was an addreſs for granting an 
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enereaſe of ſalary to the Lord Lieutenant, and they 
would be time enough for that buſineſs. | 
Mx. Flood ſaid, it was a reſolution of very great magni- 
tude— but he would not preſs it, if gentlemen were averſe 
to doing it; it would be better if gentlemen had come 
prepared to the point, but if the wiſn for poſtponing the 
conſideration of it appeared to him to carry the idea of 
delay —he would not preſs it. 
Lord Furmiam was of opinion, that a ſubſtitute DEP 
be adopted by throwing open the e and en- 
larging the number of freemen. x: | 
The reſvlation then paſted. 
Mr. Flud moved that the Chairman do now leave 
the Chair, and report. Convention reſumed. | 
Mr. Brownlow reported that the committee had made 
ſome progreſo—and aſked leave to fit again Leave 


given. 
Convention adjourned to " Meaday: 


Monxdar, Wü vtstvns 24, 1783. | 


ABOUT eleven o'clock, General Earl Charlemont 
took the Chair—when the roll was called over, it was 
moved to go into the order of the day for taking into 
conſideration the report of the Sub-Committee; when 
Convention reſolved itſelf into a General Committee. 

Right Honourable William Brownlow in the Chair. 

When the ſixth reſolution was read. 5 : 

Reſotved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
every city, Ec. which hath hitherto returned Members to 
 ferve in Parliument, be deemed to be decayed which doth 
not now contain coithis ts prefent precinds, a number of 
electort, over and above patwalloppers, qualified to vote 
according to this plan, of not leſs than two hundred for the 
| provinte of Ulſter, one hundred far the provinces of Munſter 
and Connaught, and ſeventy fer the province of Leinſter; and 
that whenſoever any city, &c. ſhall ſo far fall into decay, 
as not to furniſh the aforeſaid 'number reſpectively, that then 
the ſaid city, &c. do ceaſe to return Repreſentatives, till ſuch 
time as the . number of eleftors be a. 
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An amendment was propoſed, that inſtead of the word 
% now,” the © 10th day of November inſtant,” be 
inferted, which, after ſome converſation, was agreed to. 

Baron Dilln Taid, he did not mean to afford the ſlighteſt 
oppoſition whatfoever to, any part of a report refulting 
from the combined efforts of ſo many men who were 
diſtinguiſhed for abilities and public virtue, but he begged 
leave to be informed by them of the reaſon why the 
diſtinction was made in the number of electors in the 
different provinces. 

Colonel Flood. The idea of a Sub-Committee, bo 
had paid the moſt mature conſideration to the ſabjea, 
was to procure as large a number of electors as could 
be obtained, in order to emancipate every borough; the 
-province of Ulſter contained by far the greateſt number of 
electors in proportion to the number of its boroughs, 
the province of Leinſter the leaft. People aſk, why not the 
ſame number in each province The reaſon is obvious: 
the number of boroughs is not equal; it became necef- 
ſary to procure a ſmall number in Leinſter, becauſe more 
conld not be had; the larger number was for Ulſter, as 
being eaſily obtained; in the Sub-Committee, the gen- 
tleinen of the different provinces choſe their own num- 
bers, but if the General Committee made any alteration, 
he was ſure it would be a proper one. 

Colonel Warburton defired information concerning the 
mode of regiftry. 

Colonel Flood ſaid, there was a reſolution for a ge- 
neral regiſtry, and it would alſo be contained in the elec- 
tion law. The idea of the Sub-Committee was not to 
take away the right of any of the preſent voters, although 
the potwollopers were the worſt ſpecies of electors; we 
ought to make the new numbers, of real voters, and not 
occaſional ones, according to the old corrupt ſyſtem. 

Major Fitzgerald, Lord Farnham, and ſeveral others, 
were againſt the numbers allotted to the ſeveral pro- 
vinces, and Sir Rithard er was Bon the whole 
diminution of numbers. 

The Honourable' Colonel Maſſey was for extending 
the electors im bbraughs to all gentlemen in ſame coun- 
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ties who poſſeſſed property of 501, per ann.—thought 
the «preſent a partial diſtinction, as a 40s. elector reſiding 
within a barony, would vote for four members, while a 
man of large fortune reſiding without the borough, could 
not vote for more than two; though he had influence 
in a borongh, yet he wiſhed to have it enlarged; he 
poſſeſſed the patronage of half a borough, and would, 
with an honourable kinſman, RELINQUISH IT FOR 
THE PUBLIC GOOD.—-(Here he met the general 
plaudits of the whole Convention.) 
Colonel Flagg. —Fhe good ſenſe and generoſity diſ- 
played in the ſentiments of the Honourable Delegate 
who ſpoke laſt, (Honourable Colonel Maſſey) deſerved 
reſpect, and ſhewed the great wiſdom of not ſpecifically 
going into the compenſation for patronage of boroughs, 
as he truſted many other noble minds would follow the 
virtuous example; he has, however, (alluding to a former 
part of his argument) been rather out of order, if any 
thing ſo well intended can be ſo; it is better for the 
Convention to adopt a general plan for the whole 
Kingdom at preſent, a general principle, but a particular 
one as to particular places in Parliament, to have a re- 
ſident committee of delegates to attend its progreſs 
through the Houſe, and correſponding committees in 
the country; the delegates, on returning to the country, 
will be iuſtructed to ſend up particular information of 
the ſtate of every borough; it is not now the time for 
detail of examination of every part of the nation, it can 
be better done by ſuch reſident committee and the 
others in the country, An Honourable Gentleman 
(Major Fitzgerald) had quoted the number of freeholders 
in Waterford that appeared on a former election, to 
warrant the idea of encreaſing the proportion in Munſter; 
that idea would not anſwer, that number contained 
fictitious voters, Which the preſent plan diminiſhes, in 
ſtriking off all counter: dit electors; there were not in all 
300 electors, counterfeit and non-counterfeit in the coun- 
ty of Waterford; that county then cannot afford 100 to 
every borough, and by counting double votes, a much 
greater number are ed than perſons who. really 
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vote. If we could have a ſeparate body of electors in 
every county, it would be beſt, but their numbers' will 
not afford it. This plan, inſtead of encreaſing will dimi- 
niſh the number of electors in the whale, by ſtriking off 
ſo many occaſional ones; no elector can thereby vote in 
more than two places; it corrects former evils. There are 
twelve boroughs in the county of Cork; according to 
the objection, every elector would there vote for twenty- 
fix members, therefore adhere to the preſent plan of the 
Sub- Committee, who were not negligent in their truſt; 
your preſumption ought to be, it is not erroneous, as 
far as we are gone we are determined it ſhould be right, 
and he was not for holding out wy idea to the con- 
trar 

? Major Fitsgerdld. —A number of' ingenious Werne 
are importing into the county of Waterford, who would 
ſhortly be enabled to vote; there were a number of 
very large towns in Munſter, that by new regulations 
would poſſeſs a greater number of electors, and if but 
one county could be found not to furniſh the number 
of electors ſought for, every borough two hundred; he 
hoped the committee would not be 128 the reſt hav- 
ing that number. 

Colonel Herbert would ſopport the en of 
his Honourable Friend (Major Fitzgerald) if praQtica- 
ble, but feared it impoſſible from the preſent number 
of electors, and it would be time enough to ex- 
tend the number required to every borough, when, by 
further e ee Þ they ſhould be ſufficiently en- 
creaſed. 

Mr. Bloſſet agreed with an Honourable Delegate(Colonel 
Flood) that the Sub-Committee were prima facte, right, 
but we could not be too careful to conſider the amend- 
ment, 5 
Mr. Hackett wiſhed the Honourable Gentleman wack 
withdraw his amendment, as one county ſhould thereby 
be excluded; we were on a general plan, and when in 
detail might take exceptions. Let the plan of Reform 
take in the whole province of Munſter, 

L 2 
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3 Colonel Bernard ſaid, he had a patronage over a N | 
_ and, in the general ſcale of reformation. he would woſt 
really and gladly. relinquiſh. it. | 

+ The queſtion was then put upon he e of 
200 inſtead of 100 for Munſter, and paſſedin-the | negative. 

Mr. Bioſſet ſaid, that on the late election at Sligo, 1100 
appeared to vote z 950 of which were real .cleQtors,” and 
150 fictitious ones; there was only, one borough in the 
county, there were two in Galway, Where 700 real free- 

. holders, beſides an innumerable quantity, of, hRQitious ones, 
appeared to vote, ſo that i in theſe two counties there were 
electors enough to afford 200 for each .borough ; and from 
the principles of honour and public ſpirit which the patrons 
of the boroughs in, theſe counties poſſeſſed, he was per- 
ſuaded, though he | could not ſpeak. officially, that they 
would Tollow the honourable example of- two, gentlemen 
in that Convention, by relinquiſhing ſuch. patronage for 
the public benefit. There were delegates, preſent who 
knew the ſtate. of the other counties of Connaught 
better than he did, and he hoped when that ſtate was given 
in, it would appear they all could afford 200 elefFors for 
every borough, _ ierten, | 

Colonel Cullen ſaid, the Sub- Combilitpns were unani- 

mous, and ſatisfied that / 10 was à ſufficiemt number in 
every. horough in Connaught; if reaſons to encreaſe that 
number were offered, he ſhould be ſatisfieddt. 

Major Browne, when in the Sub-Committee, was of opi- 
nion 100 was ſufficient to open boroughs in Connaught; 
his wiſh was to open every borough—it we did ſo, we gain- 

ed a great point; the gentlemen's eſtates that were thrown 
= into boroughs would be found to be mach benefited; he 
=. would be ſorry to extend to the landed intereſt, a franchiſe 
in zowens that had electors enough ind their precincts; ; in 
ſome places he ſaw a difficulty of making up more than 
100, and he joined in een 55 HANS Sub-Committee 
that foo was ſufficient, +: 

Colonel D' Arey was of e ab "Galt, 5 in ihe Sob⸗ 
Committee, that 100 was the proper number; he now 

finds 200 can be had in every borough,' and was for the 
, greater number, as always the belt, 
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Colonel Ty ſter was for conſtituting the greateſt maſs 
of electors poſſible, 200 can be found, and he hoped then 


the ſenſe of the committee would be for it. Connaught, 


having ſo few boroughs, could. with great facility find out 
200 in every borough, ]. theretore for tie umend⸗ 
ment. 

Colonel O'Haro—The reſolition; was explanatory of 

a preceding one, which paſſed with ſo little attention, that 
he ſcarcely perceived it; (the "reſolution had been ſeveral 
times read, he held à printed copy of it in his hand, and 
it had been debated above an hour) he was for oO electors 
within the precincts of towns,” and unwilling to go beyond 
the franchiſe of all ſuch as could furniſh that number? ͥ⸗-. 


Colonel Cullen was open to convſction; the pructi cabi- 


lity of gaining 200 was only wanting to convince him. 
The reaſons of the laſt Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke, 
afforded that conviction, as one town alluded to had roo 
voters, and was ſaleable: he hoped the Honourable Gen- 
tleman did not with it ſniould continue ſo. 

Colonel O' Hara—The preſent number of delice in 
that town are only 13 burgeſſes; he -withed to have it 
emancipated; 100 voters would do ſo, and was for that 
number; he really intended to liberate the boroughs. 

Major Browne did not mean to give oppoſition to any 
propoſitivn for opening boronghs ; ; he was for encouraging 
trade as well as landed intereſt. He ſaid, we ought not to 
throw commerce into the hands of landed men, it might 
then want ſußport— Commercial Towns, when Practi- 
cable, ought to be returned by men in trade; he was there- 
fore for 100, as fitteſt number for Connaught. en 1:70 

Mr. Bloſſet enumerated the boroughs in that prdvince, 
and ſaid 200 electors might be found for the whole. 

Colonel Bagenal—That a reform muſt be obtained is 
the opinion of every man; he was for extending the elec- 
tion franchiſe to the largeſt number that could be found. 
Let us not throw the whole influence into the landed 
intereſt et men in trade have their proportion ; he had 
however 'no hope of N unleſs we went into com- 
penſation. 

Colonel Lyons degged leave to ay! a fins ond 
Henn Delegate (Colonel Bagenal) had no hope of 
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ſucceſs. but by compenſation; ſome worthy delegates had 
already given a moſt glorious example, and from a ſpirit 
that would follow, WE MUST BE FREE. 

General Earl of Charlemont=—"Fhough his attendance on 
the Grand Convention might be ſufficient to manifeſt his 
diſpofition in favour of a retorm, and though he had always 
held the patronage of a borough IN TRUST. FOR His 
COUNTRY, and had only returned ſuch men as he 
thought moſt capable of ſerving it, yet he would now moſt 
willingly RELINQUISH Ir, and not one act of his life 
ever gave him halt ſo much. pleaſure. 

Earl of Aldborough—There is not a perſon more willing 
to ſacrifice. any ſuppoſed influence in a borough than Iam, 
and I am happy in the face of my country to declare my 


readineſs to make ſo poor a ſacrifice. . 


Mr. Moore adverted to a former debate; * had 
been argning from wrong principles —it was incumbent 
on them to ſhew that the numbers ſought after could be 
had from baronies, and not from the . of woes 
in the county at large. | 

Colonel Flad — As this was a queſtion reſpeQing the 
province of Connaught, from one of the counties he had 
the honour, to ſtand as a delegate, he would treat it with 
all imaginary reſpect; the idea which ſtruck him in the 
Sub-Committee was to depart as little from the principles 
of the conſtitution as poſſible ;. they did not contract the 
right of any electore, they gave power to every man to 
vote for four members, another reaſon it WAs approved by 
the Sub- Committee; very often by quitting precincts you 
might not liberate but change maſters, in one inſtance it 
would not be liberated, the county town: — there is one 
capital reaſon, it is the conſtitution meant to have repre- 
ſentatives of diſtinct intereſts to preſerve it from real con- 
vulſion, that is a uſeful part of it. If one alteration is made 
in the preſent plan, you muſt do ſo with others; he wiſhed 


to have it ſtand, as the perſons, who. will be directed to 


bring it in cannot alter or leſſen it in its ſpecific parts, they 
cannot diminiſh but may enlarge; he wiſhed not to pre- 
cipitate any alteration at preſent, and not to pin down the 
Houſe of Commons to a ſmall number. One word only 
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on a ſubject which had given ſo great ſatisfaction the 
contagion would propagate itſelf :—his family had long 
repreſented one borough, and thought themſelves entitled 
as much as others, and this plan would ABOLISH HIS 
OWN INTEREST. 

Mr. Blaſſet. The o Genen who ſpoke 
laſt always flaſhes ſuch conviction, that 1 ſhall beg leave 
to withdraw my amendment. 

Sir Veſey Colclough.—From what fell from my Right 
Honourable colleague :laſt Saturday, it is eaſy to conceive 
under what an embaraſſing predicament I lie. I have the 
honour, for the fourth time, to be returned for one of 
the moſt independent, popular, and reſpe&able counties 
in this kingdom. L have ever held it as a principle of my 
political creed, to obey faithfully the inſtructions of my 


conſtituents. "They, Sir, defire that retribution ſhould 


be made to the holders of boroughs. Every perſon who 
knows me, knows of how little eſtimation money is in my 
ſight; and as I never conſidered it in the common tran- 
ſactions of private life, I cannot be thought to bring it 
in competition of the general and real welfare of my 
country. Nurtured and educated in whig principles, and 
bred up with every idea of liberality—being the firſt man, 
I am bold to ſay, that ever diſplayed a pair of colours in 
the glorious volunteer cauſe: it cannot be for a moment 
ſuppoſed, that I would not, as far as I am able, give up any 
intereſt J have in a rotten borough, conſiſting of twelve 
rotten burgeſſes indeed And if here or elſewhere I ſhould 
appear for retribution, believe me, Sir, that though my voice 
is for jt, my heart is againſt it. 

Seventh reſolution was then read. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion: A this 
cammittee, that every Proteſtant in any city, & c. (nit de- 
cayed) ſeiſed of a freehold within the precintts tierecf, ſhall 

a 'right to vote for M: Members ta os ave in Parliament for 
fuck rely; dcr. 

Paſſed. in the affirmative. 

Eighth reſolution was then read. 

Reſolved meu That it is th: om of th; 4 


committee, that all bye-laws made, or to be made, by any cor- 
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. poration to contrath the. * of franchiſe, be ack " IMegal 
_ att. of Parliament. | * . 

Colonel Ragenal aint! {oo nt whibh' was ob- 

Jede bx Mc. Ogle, Mr. Igſter, and Mr. Newport, | 
> Colonel Flad. Every word that has been ſaid proves 
the neceſſity of the reſolution ſtanding withont any amend- 
= ment. The Sub-Committee's maxim was not to make 
= any alteration in the Conſtitution, and to avoid unneceſ. 
— ſary obſtacles, / they have declared, that no man, a non- 
. | reſident or non - regiſtered, ſhall vote; the charters of cities 
gave freedom by birth, ſervice, or marriage, the boronghs 
did not; you have not affected the right of any freeman; 
begged that time might not be loſt in fighting with phan- 
toms, and was againſt the amendment, which was then 
withdrawn, and the reſolution paſſed unanimouſly. - | 

It was then moved, that the Chairman do _—_— 


Convention reſumed. : » 2 | 
Mr. Brotunbu pr; tlies the! 8 had . 


Levis progreſs, and aſked my to ſit gib Lav 
nn foot 112200 

. Mr. Lyſter then * has the thanks of the Volun- 
teers, of Ireland, repreſented by their Delegates in the 
National Convention, be given to thoſe noblemen and 
gentlemen, Earl of Charlemont, Lord Aldborough, Hon. 
Hugh Maſſey, Mr. Bernard, Colonel Henry Flood, and 
Sir er, Colclough, Bart. for their generous ſacrifice 
of [private property at the altar . public virtue — Unani- 


moet, agreed to. 
. Earl of: Briffo! moved that this reſolution be publiſhed 


twice in all the Dublin papers. 

Mr. Bagenal was for mu", it printed i in all the paper: 
in Europe. 

Ordered, that the following refolution be printed in alf 


the papers in Dublin. 
Reſolved unanimouſiy, That the anda of the W; 


of Ireland, repreſented by their Delegates in the National Con- 
vention, be given to the, following noblemen and gentlemen, who 


ö have this day, with the diſintereſted ſpirit of — * 
"It. their rege ——_— at the altar "off freedom, * | 
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CONVENTION. 


The Honourable Colonel Manu. 1 a 
Mr. BERNARD, | | „ 
Lord CHARLEMONT, 

Lord ALDBOROUGH, 

Colonel FLooD, | 
Sir VES ET CoLcioven, Bart. 


And then the meeting adjourned till Tueſday morning, 


at ten o'clock. 


TursDAY, OO Ren 25, 1783. 


GENERAL Farl Charlemont having taken the Chair, 
the roll being called over, and the motion of reſolving into 
a' committee of the whole Convention, having paſſed, 
Mr. Brownlow took the Chair, when the ninth ee 


being read, 


Reſolved, T hat it is the opinion f this committee, that every. 
Proteſtant poſſeſſed of a leaſehald intereſt in any city, torun, 
biraugh, ar manor, (not decayed) which hath hitherto returned 
Members to ſerve in Parliament, or within the precincis of the: 
ſame, of the clear yearly value of ten pounds, which, at its. 
original creation, was for thirty-one years, or upwards, and | 
of which ten years are unexpired, as per regiſtry, be entitled 
tn vote in ſaid city, town, borough, or manor. 

Mr. Morris obſerved, that by the ſpirit of the Conſti- 
tution, no perſon ſhould be deprived of the right of elec- 
tion, whoſe peculiar ſituation did not militate againſt that 
ſpirit. Many there were who held only by 21 year leaſes, 
whoſe ſituation and character intitled them to the right of 
franchiſe. By granting this, an, acquiſition of number 
might be gained; and no reaſon had been produced why 
they ſhould be excluded. He moved an amendment, that 
the words © 41 years,” be expunged from the reſolution, | 
and the words “21 years,” be inſerted in its room. 


Mr. Newport 


was againſt the amendment; it might in- 


duce biſhops and others to grant ſhort leaſes; the tenure 
and tenants would then be more in their power. | 

Mr. Edgeworth: objected to the amendment. He ſaid, - 
the Sub-Committee had conſidered the reſolutions ma- 


turely, and in that committee they had the powerful aſſiſ- 
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+ tance of a man (Mr. Flood) whoſe knowledge of the 
_ Conſtitution and powerful abilities are unqueſtioned; they 


had frequently been convinced by his arguments, but had 


never ſubmitted to his authority, and he hoped that altera- 


tions would not be haſtily adopted. This is the firſt 


appearance of the Sub-Committee's making any change in 


the Conſtitution: it was no more than an appearance; 
it has been ſaid, that it is equal to the ſtate, whether 21 
or 31 years be eſtabliſhed ;—he denied it—the longer the 


term, the more independent the tenant; adopt the longeſt 


term poſſible, compatibly with the preſent ſettlements of 


Property, and landlords will thereby be induced to grant 


ſuch tenure to increaſe their influence. Let any man travel 
over ſeveral parts of the conntry and view the wretched 
dwellings of moſt of the tenantry, occaſioned by holding 


under ſhort tenures. The original reſolution went to make 


the bulk of freeholders, and the people more comfortable 
in their circumſtances and in their dwellings; he wiſhed 
to ſee the face of this country ſoon alter much for the 


better. With an. encreaſe of independence the people 


will have a more enlarged education—new wants and new 
taſtes will urge them to that induſtry which, foſtered by a 
free government, would give to Ireland that importance 


in Europe to which it was intitled by her natural advan- 


tages. 
Ir. Morris having heard, he ſaid, no argument which 
could make him alter his opinion, be would not  vithdraw 
his amendment. 
Major Moore ſupported Mr. Morris. A very large and 
reſpeQable number of the community would be totally 
cut off from the right of voting, if the amendment was 
not adopted. A caſe might be adduced in biſhops and 
college leaſes, as they were only. for 21 years, and the 
holders of ſuch leaſes could not be excluded from the rights 
of freemen. To enlarge ſuch-rights was the purpoſe of 
their meeting there, and it ſuited the dignity of a National 
Convention to act upon a broad and liberal baſis; and 


highly as he honoured and reſpe&ed the members who 
_ compoſed the Sub-Committee, he muſt, from the con- 


vlction of its utility, ſupport the amendment. ” 


CONVENTION. 4a 


Mr. Hasler preſſed unanimity in all their proceed- 
ings, as the great leading principle which alone could 


give efficacy to their proceedings. It would be unwiſe, | 


as well as unneceſſary, to alter or amend the. reſolutions 
of the Sub-Committee, except in very material points 
indeed. In the inſtances of biſhops and endowments, 
there was a right of making leaſes for 21-years, and 
if they agreed to the amendment, it would be com- 
prehending them as freeholders; and great as the influ- 
ence of the clergy was already, he believed no gentle- 
man in the Convention could form the wiſh of giving 
that influence greater ſcope of operation. He obſerved 
alſo, that the power of abſentees would be increaſed 
by it, and in the county of Wicklow, where no 
longer leaſes were granted than for 21 | years, the 
greater part of the land was the property of abſent= 
tees. He called upon gentlemen to conſider the mats 
ter with attention, as he found inclined, by the weight 
of every reaſon, to vote againſt the amendment. 

Mr. Lyſter declared himſelf of the ſame opinion, as did 
Mr. Herbert, and both of them e Mr. Morris to 
withdraw his amendment. 

Lord Aldborough declared, to his own n knowledge, that 
the matter alluded to, of the county of Wicklow! raste 
was an abſolute fact. nom 
Mr. "OW was prevailed on to withdraw his mo- 
tion. | 12 

After this an amendment was propoſed, hs the 
words © 15 years unexpired,” be inſerted in the room of 
“10 years; which was carried in the affirmative. 
Another amendment was moved, „and that the 
ſame rule ſhould extend to leaſehold htereſts in coun- 
ties.“ | 
Mr. Herbert 500 to oppoſe the pak He 
ſaid, it never was the intention of the legiſlature to 
allow the freedom of voting to thoſe: holding ſuch leaſe- 
hold intereſts in counties. In cities; towns, and boroughs, 
this liberty might be allowed, but nothing ſhort of real 
property ſhould intitle men to ſuch a privilege in coun- 
dies; becauſe there was a wide difference: between free- 
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hold and leaſehold intereſts—the freehold reverting to the 
' {heirs at law, the leaſeholds to the executors. . The 


55 —_— (he faid) were pretty well guarded already; 


the object they met nar to reform, was the rotten 
boroughs. 

Nr. Morris cotton; that extending the right- of 

Franchiſe to leaſeholders, would not be a dangerous or 


unwiſe meaſure. 


'Mr. Hackett, obſerved, that among the objeQs offered, 


three of atom: frame d abe n impetfiont firſt; ther 


it would be an innovation on the Conſtitution; ſecondly, 
that the principal objects of reform ſhould be the rot- 
ten -boroughs; and thirdly, that perſonal property going 


to executors, and not to heirs at law, ſhould not confer 
the right of voting. He aſſerted, there was no inno- 


vation; it was the principal of che Conſtitution that 
property ſhould be repreſented; and leaſeholds were as 
well entitled to it ab freeholds. It was an abſurdity to 
imagine, that he who held ten pounds à year for 31 
years, was not a better eſtate, and rendered the poſ- 
leſſor leſs. dependent than the poſſeſſor of Forty ſhillings 
2 year for life. It was evident, he ſaid, that a reform 


in coumties was as neceſſary as ih cities, towns, and 


botoughsg.. for. he knew à county to be as abſolute a 
borough as any in Ireland; and the general opinion gone 
abroad was, that encreaſing the number of electors, and 
extending the right of voting, was expected to form the 
eneral means of emancipation. He could not fee why 
febolders would not -exetciſe the right of franchiſe, 
with as much | propriety as free holders; and therefore he 
would: vote for the amendment: 
Major Moore ſtill ſupported: the ach of the amend- | 


ment. Property claimed the moſt careful attention; and 


leaſeholders were, by reaſon and true ſpirit of the Con- : 
ſtitution, as well intitled to vote as freeholders. It was 
thrown out that leaſeholders would be more liable to 
undue influence than the others; but 'a moment's conſi- 
derativn / would ſhew the .comrary.' Which (ſaid he) 
is the moſt likely to be influenced by a landlord, the 
elderly: man who has hut a life intereſt and- a large fa- 
mily, or he who poſleſſed a leaſe of 31 years? 


/ 
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of, 


Which moſt likely to preſerye his independence, the man 
who has a fixed intereſt for a number of years, or he 
whoſe family's ſupport depends upon his infirm life, 
or his own ſupport, perhaps, upon the life of tate, 
trembling at the threſhold of the grave? The qualifi- 


cation of the leaſeholder 


is likewiſe extended to ten 


pounds per annum; whereas that of the lifeholder is but 


forty ſhillings. 


The people out of doors look for this 


extenſion, and a refuſal would only lead them to pro- 
nounce that aſſembly an ariſtocratical junto. The reform 
itſelf would ſuffer in its popularity from the rejection of 
the amendment, which is extended on a large and gene- 
rous ſcale;—no deſcription of man, from the viceroy to 


the peaſant, could object to it=-It encroached upon 


real rights or pretended privileges. —The anſwers of all 
the enlightened men in England, whom the Committee 
of Correſpondence conſulted, were in favour of it. But 
if we rejected the amendment, our reform might be 
deemed mere matter of moonſhine, and all the world 
would teſtify, that when we had a large field for re- 


formation, we totally declined it. 


He therefore de- 


clared, that he would moſt en vote for the h 


ment. 


Colonel Lyfter wiſhed that gentlemen would colidefcend 


to withdraw- their motion for -an amendment. 


We 


adopted 31, inftead of 21, to encourage tere, _ 
not circumſcribe their intereſts. 


Colonel Bagenal Weg to erpunge the whole reſo- 
lution. | 


Mr. Newport had one ſhort argument.—The gentle- 


men of this country, by ſettlements, could not in gene- 
it more than 21 years, the Sub-Committee 
would, but for that reaſon, have taken a longer te- 
nure to improve the country and allow tenants to build: 
if 21 years were allowed, landlords would never give' a 
longer tenure. 

Colonel Hayes had Nici particular inſtructions from 
his conſtituents, and loved to obey them; he always 


ral 


_ conceived the great 47 0969 to executing the plan of 
reform, was the difficulties of ſteering a middle courſe; 
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he adverted to a moſt beautiful deſcription of the Con- 
ſtitution given by his Honourable Friend (Mr. Edgeworth) 
of a maſly pile and ſtately edifice, riſing from the earth upon 
the broad baſis of the freeholders like a pyramid to the 


throne. He had ſaid, that the foundation, compoſed of 
the looſe unconnected individuals withont property, ex- 
iſted as part of it, though unſeen. But if every part 
were -not well and ſolidly founded, if any part remained 
in a ſtate liable to be tainted, or to fall into decay, .in 
a few years that beautiful ſtructure would again be de- 


moliſhed; he was for making the tenantry as reſpeQa- 


ble and independent as poſſible, and againſt the amend- 
ment. . Ip puke] 
Colonel Lyſter moſt (eloquently explained the conduct 
and intentions of the Sub-Committee; the counties were 
already correct, and they did not extend the franchiſe; 
the boroughs were corrupt, and they found a neceſſity for 
the reſolution. to extend to them. . 
Mr. Fitton.—I think myſelf particularly called upon 
to ſupport this motion, as I had the. honour of ſecond- 
ing a ſimilar one, made by a worthy friend of mine in 
the Sub-Committee; the motion was negatived there, 
by ſo very ſmall a majority, that I am confident the 
introduction of a reconfideration in this place, will not 
be ſubject to the charge of treſpaſſing on the time of 
the Convention. The great ruling principle which ſitu- 
ates this reſpectable body is, as I apprehend, to give a 
liberty of voting for a Repreſentative in Parliament to 
every perſon with whom that franchiſe can be intruſted 
with ſafety to the whole community. I ſhall not go into the 


argument with reſpect to the ideas of ſeveral reſpectable 


men in another kingdom, of giving a right of voting to 
every man in the ſtate; it ſeems not to be the ſenſe 


of any individual in the Convention: I ſhall only obſerve, 


that Mr. Locke, and other theoretical writers, have laid 
it down as a Principle, that one of the great original 
intentions of forming ſociety was the preſervation of 
private property. Government, or the forms of legiſla- 
tion, were the neceſſary | conſequence of the aſſociation 
of ſeveral human beings with different ruling paſſions 


yo # 
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and different minds; it therefore ſeems not unreaſoriable 
that every man who is admitted to- a ſhare in the go—- 


vernment ſhould have part of that, the preſervation of 


which was one. of the objects of ſociety, viz. property. 


Taking it, therefore, as a fixed principle that property 
js a neceſſary qualification of an eleQtor, the next en- 
quiry is, what kind of property that ſhould be. Your 


Sub-Committee have very properly determined that the 


kind of property ſhould be landed property, becauſe 
landed property is viſible—becauſe the proprietor is eaſily 
diſcovered. Upon the broad principle of extending iran- 


chiſe, I was once of opinion, that monied property ſhould 


be a qualification; but monied property is of ſo ſecret 
and fugitive a nature as to elude the proviſions of the 
ſtricteſt laws which could be framed, and to lay a ground- 
work for the greateſt eleQion-frauds. I am to take for 


granted then, that the qualification of an eleQor ſhould 


be landed property. Is not a leaſe for years proper- 
ty? Is it not viſible property—landed property ?—ls it 
not, in many inſtances, a more valuable property than a 
teaſe for life? What is the value of a leaſe for one hun- 
dred years, compared with a leaſe for life?: What price 
would a reverſion, after one hundred years, bear at mar- 
ket?— Shall the perſon who has ſuch a reverſion in fee, 
and a rent of fifty ſhillings, vote for a Member of Par- 
liament, and ſhall not the leſſee himſelf, the perſon in 
poſſeſſion of the groũnd, vote, thongh he may have a 
profit rent of 100. per annum. I ſhould not ſcruple 
to aſſert, that ſuch an excluſion is unconſtitutional; the 
ſpirit of the Conſtitution was, that landed property ſhould 
he repreſented. Here a queſtion naturally occurs; —if 
landed property ought, by the Conſtitution, to be repre- 
ſented, why has it ſo long been unrepreſented ?—To ex- 
plain this, it will be neceſſary to go into the legal hiſ- 
tory of leaſes for years. Originally leaſes for years were 
granted only for a very ſhort time, the leſſee was con- 
ſidered in no other light than as the bailiff or receiver 


of the freeholder; therefore the intereſt was of little 


value. In the next place, the intereſt was precarious, 


and the leſſor, by ſuffering a feigned recovery, may at 
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any time have put an end to the leaſe: It would there. 
fore be to give a right of voting to a mere tenant at 
will, a perſon whoſe elective exiſtence depended upon the 
caprice of his landlord. But a very great alteration has 
taken place;—by 33 Hen. VIII. chap. 11. a leſſee for years 
is protected in his intereſt againſt his landlord, and his 

property is now ſtable and permanent. The reaſons 
for excluding à leſſee for years from voting have ceaſed, 
and therefore the excluſion itſelf ſhould ceaſe. But an 
objection has been made, that this would be. too great 
an innovation. When reaſon and the ſpirit of the Con- 
ſtitution point ſtrongly to any object, I ſee nothing 
alarming in the ſuppoſed charge of innovation: but to 
fatisfy even the ſcrupulous politician who would, perhaps, 

ſtart at a law to have the royal aſſent given to bills in 
good plain Engliſh, inſtead of being given in a Jargon 
which every language diſowns, 1 will give a precedent. 
In counties no man could be impannelled on a jury who 
had not a freehold;—the wiſdom of the legiſlature ſaw 
no reaſon why a leaſcholder ſhould not be capable; and 
therefore, ſtat. 29 Geo. II. chap. 6. enacts, that a leaſe- 
holder who has 15 years to run, and has a profit rent 
of 15/. per annum, ſhould be capable of being a juror; 
and what is very remarkable, the ſame act raiſes the 
value of a freehold to 107. per annum, If a man who 
has a leaſe for years may be intruſted to try the pro- 
perty of his fellow citizens, there can be no reaſon why 
he ſhould be excluded from voting for a Member of 
Parliament. The miſchief of an improper juryman muſt 
be much greater than that of an improper eleQtor.—In 
the one caſe, he is one of twelve who muſt be unani- 
- mous;—in the other, he may be one of two or three 
thouſand; the majority of whom will bind the reſt. 
'A leſſee for years has property, viſible property, valuable 
property; — there is no well- grounded reaſon in nature to 
exclude: him from voting, as he has landed property; — 
there is every Conſtitutional reaſon to admit him to 
vote; and as, by the law, he may be a juryman, there 
is nothing alarming in his being an elector. I ſhall there- 
fore give my aſſent to the motion. | 
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Farl of Briſtol ſaid, that before the reign of Hen. VI. 
| perſons. of any property were allowed to vote; but iti 
his reign the privilege of voting was confined to perſons 
poſſeſſing 404. a year, equal to 45/. now; that reſtoring 
the rights would' be re-eſtabliſhing the antient Conſtitu-: 
tion in this point; he ſaid there was an argument in 
favour of the amendment, within his particular know- 
ledge—that it was expected that a bill would be brought 
into Parliament, to enlarge the power of biſhops to make 
leaſes, and extend it to 31 years; and agreeing to this 
amendment, might induce his bree to fare _ on 
when it came before them. 

Mr. Flood oppoſed the amendment; he ſaid, that ute 
Hen. VI. none but freeholders were permitted to vote, 
the words were Liberi tenentes. That confining the right 
of voting to freeholders, might poſſibly make the biſhops 
ſeek for a power of granting freeholds; he ſaid, that it 


was the object of the committee to keep as cloſe to the 


Conſtitution as was poſſible. In the committee, he ſaid, 
he was againſt giving to leaſeholders a right of voting in 


counties: but in decayed boroughs he was obliged to 


ſeek for electors, and you muſt take leaſeholders as none 
will be found. He ſaid, that unneceſſary deviations were 
imprudent— that the people of England inſtead of ſeeing 
an armed aſſembly deſtroying antient forms ſhould find it 
reſpecting and preſerving them that where the deviation 
eould not be avoided in rotten boroughs, he had, in the 


committee, followed the example, and adopted the plan 


of the Britiſn Parliament in a ſimilar caſe, 10 years ago; 
that of Shoreham, that England can find no fault, while 
we make an innovation in only one neceſſary inſtance, 
and even in that follow her example. — He explained 
fully and ably the Whole proceedings of the Sub-Com- 
mittee — ſaid, the great point to be corrected was boroughs; 
they propoſed freeholders in decayed ones, when juſtified 
by neceſſity, but it was intelligible in counties and great 
cities, where the tenures were generally .very different, 


being moſtly for 99 years, and could not therefore en- 


creaſe electors much by freeholders only. In counties the 
neceſſity did not remain, they were tolerably free, and 
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the enlargement to them was eſteemed improper; coun- 


ties and boroughs ought. to be kept diſtindt. If you ex · 
A to leaſeholders, throughout, you extend the ohjecti- 


The Right Reverend Prelaxe , who. unites | "thoſe 
x: i with many others, ſaid, it was not innovation to 
extend the right of voting to termers for years in caun- 


ties; he will pardon me if I differ with him freeholders 


were the only electors counties ever knew: our principle 
is not to take away, but add franchiſe, and that only 
were neceſſary; he did not deęſire to fee the power of 
'biſhops enlarged, in reſpe eat to eleftors, 'as., many people 
did not wiſh to extend the influence of the clergyz let 

them, however; if they chooſe, have a power of giying 
freeholds; their tenants then will be leſs dependent. Do 
you think it would ever be popular to diminiſh; the fran- 
chiſe of electors? You do it by admitting Jeaſeholders 
to vote in towns and decayed beroughs; but there are 
few Proteſtants that have not already freeholds.i in coun- 
ties; and you do not exclude them from votes. The 
queſtion is this, whether you will agree with. your Sub- 
Committee, who have introduced no innovation? The ene- 
mies of the volunteers, and of your meaſure, are difarmed 
from any poſſible, objection. This mighty armed body 
have proved in this inſtance, as in every other, that they 
were as remarkable for moderation a they were for 


energy.” | 
The queſtion being put on the amendment, the num- 
bers were, 1 | | 
| Ayes e — | 26 
Noes —— Aa 


| "Mr. Dawſon obſerved, that the 4 wa ſacrifice made. by 
Lord Charlemont of his borough to the, people, was not 
likely to turn out any way advantageous, as the inhabi- 
tants of Charlemont, and its neighbourhood, held their 
lands under the Crown, He ſhould therefore move an 
amendment, that © no perſons” holding lands under the 
Crown, ſhould be entitled to vote in city, wann, borough, 


or , manor.” 
A Delegate rk, that the tenants alluded to, 


were tenants at will, and therefore were not entitled to 


vote by the old law, nor by the intended reform. 
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Mr. Hacteft fuid, as the amendment appeared before 
them, it excluded every man whatſoever from voting 
as all lands were held under the Crown, and no altoat 
property in the kingdom, the King being Lord e 
of the Whole. | ; 

The motion was withdrawn. 9 

Lord Farnham proceeding to ſpeak to the reſolution 1 
lutte, he declined, on account of the lateneſs of the mms | 
and agreed to poſtpone it till to-morrow: 

The Chairman reported. ſome ee, and he n- 
vention adjourned till to- morrow. | 
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| EARL CHARLEMONT. lng 1 the Chair, the 
roll being called as uſual, and the Convention reſolved 
itſelf, into a committee, Mr. Brownlow Chairman, the 
91h reſolution was again read, when .. 

Lord Farnhgm. revived his oppoſition of the day before, 
and ſaid, that the reſolution went very materially to an alte- 
ration of the old conſtitution. The neceſſity of a Par- 
liamentary Reform did, not ariſe from any complaint 
made againſt the influence of the mode of election in 
counties; the general and beſt- founded complaint was 
agaiaſt the ſale. of boroughs: but even in boroughs 
there /miglit be a remedy found, which was, to return no 
Member to Parliament but à free burgeſs. He had 
no ſort of objection to reduce borough- influence, but 
thought it comprehended too wide a; circle; but the 
remedy ſhould be only applied to the ſeat of the evil 
for atherwiſe, every borough. en be branched out like 
the county of a town. 

Mr. Flood again adverted to W — of England, 
in regard to the borough of Shoreham. He entertained nd 
fears about the introduction of leaſehold; intereſts. ; The 
noble Lord ſaid; that returning no man but a burgeſs} 
would. prevent the {ale of boroughs; but how could that 
prevent ſuch ſale, if the very burgeſs was enabled to buy 
one? The number of hs might be eithef infinite or 
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definite: _ if the latter, they reduced a e to be g0- 
 verned by twelve burge es, and thereby, took away the 
ound of reform ; if the former, they allowed 2 chance to 
2 million of people, and the choice ought to be out of the 
whole. It did not, he ſaid, prevent another abuſe, which 
too often occurred, that of ſelling. a borough to gain a 
peerage. He hoped he ſhould never ſee the Houſe, of 
Lords crowded” with ſuch a contemptible race, to the 
8iſhonour of the pure fountain of nobility ; nor could he 
wiſn to ſee the Houſe of Commons governed by corrupt, 
ignorant, and unlettered hurgeſſes. | 
The reſolution was put, and paſſed ir in the affirmative. ; 
'The tenth reſolution was read. | 
| Refſolved,. That # ir tie opinion of this committee, that 
every Proteſtant poſſeſſed of a leaſehild intereſt in any city, 
totun, | borough, or manor, (decayed) | which! hath hitherto re- 
Wars.” Members to ſerve in Parliament, or within the precintts 
of the ſume, of the citar yearly value of five pounds, which, at 
its original creation, was for thirty-one years or upwards, and - 
of which ten years are unexpired, as per regiry, be be entitled 
to-wete in faid city," town, borough, or manor. 

Mr. Bagenul moved an amendment in this reſolution, 
which” was, that the words “ decayedꝰ and © city,” be 
left out, and in the room of them be inſerted, . all thoſe 
intitled to their freedom by birth, mairiage, or ſervice.” 
Mr. Meade Ogle ſaid; the whole went to the deſtruclion 
of charters, would throw corporations into confuſion, would 
create a general disfranchiſement, and Was, r 
ee aud embarraſſing ide. „ 10 3401 © 

Mr. Bagenal replied, that as a reſident, thoſe ** now 
could come in, were to be poſſeſſed of a forty ſhilling 
freehold, or a leaſehold as ſpecified in the reſolution 3/ but 
his amendment muſt juſtifiably continue a freedom to thoſe 
very deſerving” part of that community who were intitled 
by birth, marriage, and ſervice, and whom it would be 
hard to deprive of ſuch a privilege. That the Honourable 
Gentleman (Mr. Meade Ogle) had brought a plan of re- 
form to the Sub- Committee, which he wiſhed had been 
adhered to: it was to leave the counties as they are, and 
to put the boroughs on the the fame footing as Drogheda: 

8 | FL LS | | 
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that he had always the higheſt reſpect for that gentle. 
man 8 opinion. | $3903 v4 

Earl *Briftol within the amendment was e and 
it might be ee in «reſolution in the General Con- 
vention. 15705615 

Mr. Bagenal withdrop it; ad at dropped ſomething ; 

that ſeemed to glance the word arbitrary at Mr. Flood, 
Mr. Stewart (of Killamoon) roſe, and pronounced a moſt 
animated panegyric on the latter gentleman, and ſaid, that 
if it had not been for the abilities and aſſiſtance of that 
gentleman, they wou not have m— yin reſolutions 
as they ſtand. | 

The eleventh a vnathen: read. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion of this tom- 
mittee, that every freehoider of forty ſhillings per annum, and 
upwards, in any decayed city, &c. which hath hitherto return- 
ed Members to ſerve in Parliament, or within tic precinfts 
of the ſame, be entitled to vate in ſaid ys = for eledfing 
Members to ſerve, in /Parliament.. 

Mr. Flood moved that it be expats aid whole of it 
being contained in the ſeventh nme 
wi ns 

» Thetwelfth an was then read. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion of His com- 
mittee, thet the duration of Parliaments 2 not to exreed the 
term of three years. © 

Mr. Bousfield contended for att Fasse inſtead 
of triennial, as did Lord Aldborough ; but though Mr. Cullen 
and others clearly proved, that the reſolution did not pre- 
clude annual Parliaments, and only went to the neceſſity 
of not having Parliaments exiſt longer than three years, 
yet the queſtion of annual Parliaments was put and nega- 
tived; after which Mr. Bousfeld offered to withdraw his 
motion, which, on Mr. Hackett's remarking that it was 
informal, the matter dropped. 5 

Lord Farnham ſaid, that agreeing to the reſolweion wolld 
create endleſs confuſion and expence. The fitſt year would 
be taken up in deciding controverted elections, the next in 
buſineſs, and the third in canvaſſing for a future election. 
It would encreaſe abſentees, and be hurtful to the induſtry 
and moxals of the people. 
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Mr. Hackett replied to Lard Farnham; and faid, that 
a delay and difficulty of trying ele&ions-would' 'decreuſe; 
as the value of ſeats decreaſed zi that the ' tenure” of a th 
in Parliament for eight years, was equivalent to one for 
life, and was an object of magnitude to gentlemen; but 
for three years, it would not be worth a conteſt, as, in that 
caſe, the value, and confequently the wages of corruption; 
would be ſmall: the canvaſſing previous to elections would 
decline alſo for the fame reaſons. He ſaid, the noble Lord 
wiſhed to confine the Convention to matters relating to 


elections only; but he thought Parliament required their 


attention as much as boroughs; that if Parliaments ſhould 
continue to be what they have been, it was of no con- 
ſequende how elections ſnould be conducted: that ſhorten- 
ing their duration would make them attend to the people 
and to their duty: that the venality of Parliaments had 


almoſt laid the empire waſte; and that the great object 
of their delegation was to corvect it as far as this kingdom 


was concerned: that the ſources of that venality were im- 


pure and unequal elections in the country, and corrupt 
influence in Parliament; both of which were ee for 
the conſideration of the Convention. 

Lord Aldborough, as an argument for the neceſſity of 


annual Parliaments, ſaid, that it was the right of the 


electors to vote 4 new Houſe of Parliament once, at leaſt, 
in every year; becauſe when a Parliament continues for 
a longer term than one ſeſſion, thouſands who have attained 
to man's eſtate, ſince it was. elected, and are therefore 
entitled to enter into their beſt inheritance, the actual 
exerciſe of their elective franchiſe, are, in that caſe, un- 


juſtly denied their riglu, and excluded from freedom. 


Mr. Newport remarked, that one argument of the Noble 
Peer ſtill remained unanfwered; and that was the threat 
of abſentees and peers. He hoped, this very“ affertion 
would enforce the neceſſity of a reform; the firſt, who 
never remained in the kingdom but to diſgrace it, and 
never leſt it but to exhauſt it, could not become objects 
of regret to their eountrymen; and as to the latter, they 
would become the more reſpectable, as peerages could 
not, in future, be brought ſo cheaply to market. The king- 
dom had been, he ſaid, too long fatally over-run with 
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baſhaws, the ariſtocratical evils who ſtalked over the land, 
to the deſtruction of the reſt of the gommunity. The 
ſame language was held out at the time of paſſing the 
octenial bill; but time has proved with how little foun- 
dation. As to the inconvenience thrown out about can- 
vaſſing, he hoped to ſee the day, when the Conſtitution 
would be on ſo. equitable: a footing, that no men could 
leave the temptation of canvaſſing from lier, but from 
noname bia. N 77 70 

Mr. Morris ſaid, the.oftner the power of e revert- 
* to the conſtituents, the more eager the repreſentative 
would be .to/obey his conſtituents. The expence would 
become leſs, and by takirig away temptations bribery 
would ceaſe. e. 

Mr. G.-Ogle ſaid, he was an- debe * the oRennial 
bill, that he had; not received the inſtructions af his con- 
ſtitvents (che frecholders of the county of Wexford). that 
he thought lie had no right to vote on this queſtion till 
he received their inſtructions, and ſhould retire till the 
queſtion was diſpoſed of. Four or five Members of Par- 
liament upon the ſame principle followed Mr. Ogle, when 

Mr. Careto roſe and declared, he thought it his duty to 
deliver his ſentiments then. He did not know whether 
his conſtituents would ſend him any inſtructions; but as 
he then ſtood, he would ſtick by his own opinion he would 
vote for the preſent reſolution; but when in the diſcharge 
of his duty in Parliament, if he received inſtructions to 
take a contrary part, he hoped he ſhould not be accuſed 
of inconſiſtency, as he ſhopld then only ſpeak the will 
of his conſtituents. ; 

Counſellor, Bloſſet 3 ably into the hiſtory of thoſe 
innovations on the Conſtitution, which made a Parlia- 
mentary. Reform ſo neceſſary. 

The reſolution being put, it paſſed unanimouſly. 

Reverend Mr. Bruce.—He roſe as a Delegate from the 
province of Ulſter, begged on their part as a boon, that 
the mode of giving ſuffrage at elections ſhould be by ballot, 
and not viva voce. If gentlemen did but conſider the un- 
due influence uſed on elections in the northern counties, 
they muſt ſee how well founded was the application. The 
landlords conſidered the tenants of ſmall trecholds as their 
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property, and thought they had a right to bring FARE? to 1 
market as they pleaſed. Whenever theſe honeſt men u 
dared to be virtuous, oppreſſion was ſure to follow their ; 

_ diſobedience: they found themſelves therefore under a 1 
neceſſity of ſacrificing their virtue to the mandates of an ( 
ariſtocracy, or of being oppreſſed: he therefore moved, 7 
that the words © viva. voce, and not,” be exptnged aut of Rf 
the reſolution now read. „ $7 3 
It was well known, that in every ſharp conteſt in the Te 
northern counties it was the virtue of the 407. freeholders 0 
gave a decided victory againſt ariſtocratic influence ;. it was B 
therefore but juſt to provide for their ſecurity. It would th 
alſo prevent animoſities .and-/ troubleſome and expenſive w 

_ canvaſſing, where no candidate could. be 4 8 the e n 38 
of his bribe would be fulfilled, | by 
Mr. Newport ſaid, as he changed his ind on 1 pre- ar 
ſeit ſubject ſince it was agitated in the Sub-Committee, he in 
thought it neceſſary to explain the ground on which he 2 
did ſo. He had ſince then applied himſelf more particularly he 
to the affairs of Geneva. He found that the people had de- be 
manded ſuffrage by ballot, in place of the old mode viva pe 
voce. The demand was granted. — They intended this th 
\ "but as a prelude to other demands which were reſiſted.— tle 
They began to murmur, when one of their wiſeſt leaders R. 
perſuaded them to remain contented, aſſuring them that pl, 
the point they had already gained, would by ſilent opera- ha 

5 tion induce every other deſirable object; the event juſtified th 
his prediction; from that day forward the democracy As 
grew ſtronger in proportion, as the ariſtocracy declined; pri 
ſo that the other party found they could not maintain bu 
themſelves in even the | ſhadow of power, without the - in 
introduction of -g foreign force; this foreign foree was -— 
introduced, and eee. a the walls of Geneva; and yet pa 
ſuch was 'the effect of ballot, ſome queſtions favoura- to 
ble to the ariſtocracy were negatived by a majority of ha 
1200 to 200. He would therefore vote for the amend- | the 
ment. lan 
The Biſhop of Derry faid, he was always an advocate Tt 
for the mode by ballot ; it was uſeful, but he feared imprac- wil 
ticable; the leſs clogged they ſent it to Parliament the ſux 
ani 


der ; though after the pills we daily ſee that body 


CONVENTION. 95 


ſwallow, he thought no univerſal remedy, . is it. ever ſo 
unpalatable, could be too hard for digeſtion. 3 

Mr. Flood agreed with the noble Earl as to the imprac- 
tibility of the mode by ballot, but not as to its utility. 


Geneva had been reſorted to for precedents, but precedents 


from Geneva. proved nothing. Geneva was not to be 
compared for extent, for the numbers of its inhabitants, 
or for conſequence to Ireland. Their different ſituations 
required different modes of election. The government 
of Geneva was democratical, that of Ireland mixed. 
Ballot might be uſeful in democracy, but would any man 
therefore ſay, it was uſeful in a mixed Conſtitution. It 
was not born with our laws—it was not born with our 
Conſtitution. The ſuffrage by ballot was always followed 
by the ruin of the ſtate that admitted it. Geneva, Rome, 
and Sweden are inſtances; ballot in theſe ſtates had been 
introduced in times of open corruption. How inſufficient 
a remedy it has been need not be now told. When a man 


— 


has not virtue in his heart, any precaution of this kind will 


be vain; that the people of Ireland are virtuous, he ap- 
pealed to the teſtimony of Europe, and to their ſitting in 
that Houſe. Why did they ſee the nation armed? Gen- 
tlemen had talked a good deal of the ballots of Romulus 
Romulus to be ſure was a ſtout, was a ſtrong, nay, if they 
pleaſed, a wiſe man; but he was nat a rich man. Ballots 
had not been invented i in the days of Romulus; they had. 
their riſe ſome ages after, and owed it to the author of the 
Agrarian law. But then corruption made its firſt ap- 
proaches. Ballot was not only adopted in the legiſlative, 
but alſo in the pars proceedings; how hurtful they were 


in the ons, "ah ruin of that mighty empire that ſoon 


followed, fufficiently witneſſes. Would any man com- 
pare the ies of our juries, which are given viva voce, 
to the deciſion of their judges, whom every man knows to 


have been corrupt beyond imagination. It had been ſaid 
that the 407. freeholders were under the controul of their 


landlords ; but he could not ſubſcribe to that opinion, 
There was no part of the nation whoſe breaſts were filled 
with a brighter flame of patriotiſm. The gentlemen in 
ſupport of this amendment had argued, it would prevent 
animoſities between families —it might be ſo; but for ani- 
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moſity, it ſubſtituted mean ſuſpicions and jealbuſies, and 
ſubjected men to the breach of theit promiſes. He would 
_ vote againſt the amendment. 2 
© Reverend Mr. Bruce, in anſwer to Mr. Flood, ſaid that 
their fitting thefe was not owing to the virtue, but origi- 
nated from the corruption, which prevailed in the nation, 
And was the ſtrongeſt argument, that could be adduced in 
TT ͤ—U r ITT 1G 
"After a deſultory "converſation, the queſtion was put, 
when may were for, the amendment 
PJ ww 23 
| Lord Charlemont reſumed the Chair. 


1 


'S 


. 


- Adjourned, 


3 Tuuxs Dx, NovZMBER 27,1 1 
EARL Gharlemont having taken the Chair, and the roll 
called Over as uſual, „ 5 418 1 2 | | OP 

„A motion was, made, * That it be reconimended_ to 
paſs an act, that all ſich revenue officers as were ex- 


cluded by the laws of England, ſhall alſo be excluded in 


this kingdom, from voting at elections for members to 
nnen en 
Mr. Stewart (of Killamoon) oppoſed the motion, on the 
idea that election laws would be formed, and this mat- 
5 ng {© #1" 314% 3 © ; bs FE fu Wn Fr re 
ter might be with greater propriety included, than at 
BEE Et cri Eu. 

Mr. Newprrt judged the motion made to be à matter 
of no ſmall importance. Men whoſe immediate depen- 
dence for bread reſted on the ſuperior officers.@f the crown, 
ſhould not be thrown into the ſcale of election, to outweigh 
the intereſt of thoſe who ſtood upon the ground of candour 
and independence. It fell within his own knowledge, in 
a particular county, (Waterford) where fuch undue 
influence vas made to operate, and produce the moſt miſ- 
chievous effects to the freedom of election. The wiſdom 
of another country had felt this injury, and did not fail to 
apply ſuch a remedy as furniſhed this nation with a power- 
ful motive for following the HR... 
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Mr. . Lyſter, though he oppoſed the mode, perfectly coin- 
cided in the principle; but there was a time for bringin 
it forward with much more propriety than the 17 85 


purpoſe of diſqualification. It was their buſineſs to draw 
the great outlines of a reform, but to leave the inyeſtiga- 
tion and the arrangements of minuter parts to anpther aſ- 
ſembly. The matters that they had already determined 
on, in regard to regiſtry and reſidence, could not be ranked 
under the head of diſqualification ; becauſe, on the con- 
trary, a neceſſary compliance gave all the means to qualify. 


He need not obſerve to gentlemen, how precious their 


time was, and how urgent the occaſion. The order. of the 
day had a claim upon their attention, prior to any new 


matter; and it was for ſuch reaſons he requeſted the poſt- 


poning of the preſent motion. | 
Mr. Flo ſupported the ſame opinion. The order of 

the day was the ſubject that came with propriety before 

them, The preſent motion might be agitated at another 


time, but the agitation of it then was totally informal. 


Sir Edward Newenham gave notice that he had a motion 


of importance to make, aſter the report ſhould be gone 
through. 


Mr, Bagenal moved, that all Proteſtants, as well foreign- 
ers as others, who are merchants, artiſans, or otherwiſe 


Akilled in any trade, or in working any manufacture, who 


ſhall come into, or Who have or ſhall have ſerved appren- 
ticeſhips to any trade, or obtained their freedom by birth 
or marriage, in any town, borough, or manor, which 
hath hitherto returned members to ſerve in Parliament or 
within the precincts that ſhall be allotted to the ſame, 


Ahould, upon requeſt made, and upon payment or tender 
of five ſhillings, by way of fine, unto ſuch perſon or per- 


ſons as are, or may he hereafter authoriſed to admit free- 
men of ſuch towns, &c. be admitted freemen, and upon 


reſiding 12 calendar months immediately before an elec- 


tion, and, being duly. regiſtered, have the privilege of 


voting for Memhers of Parliament for ſuch town, and that 


no freeman of any corporation ſhall be admitted to vote 
tor repręſentatiyes of ſuch toren, &c. except he ſhall be 


qualified as aber. : 
O 2 


ent. 
He conceived that that meeting was not convened for the 
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"6 Edward Newenkam remarked, that the motion was 
Fee as the naturalization 20¹ held out all ſuch 
advantages already. | 
Mr. Lyfter ſaid, the motion was only to be conſidered as 
extraneous matter; produced nothing but delay, and that 

the order of the day ſhonld be firſt diſpoſed of. 

Mr. Bagenal thought the clauſe he propoſed abſolutely 
neceſſary, or he would not perſiſt in it: that he could ſee 
no objection to it; it was no innovation, for it was nearly 


the charter conſtitution of ſeveral boroughs at preſent ; 


but it was neceſſary for the freedom of the country. No- 
thing but the tenantry had been mentioned, and tenants 
never can be as free as traders and manufacturers; nor 
could he conceive that it would be a clog on the plan; for 
every proprietor of any part of a borough, and every pro- 
prietor of any part of its precincts, and every man who had 
Jand in the neighbourhood, would rejoice to have trade 
encouraged at his door, as well as in cities. But even 
if it was an innovation and a clog, it ſeemed fo abſolutely 
neceſſary at this criſis, that he would move it. Ireland is 
Not, as of old, an appendage to a mighty nation, who had 
many ſlaves and many reſources, and under whoſe proud 
patronage we had protection and exiſtence; and however 
unprofitable and precarious they might have been, we 
cannot have the ſame from any power in Europe now. 
A freer world is open, and Europe would be a deſert, and 
Ireland would be the firſt deſerted ſpot, if ſhe was not as 
free; ſurrounded by the ſea, every ſlave would watch his 
opportunity of tranſporting himſelf to that region of liberty; 
for even if he wiſhed to be induſtrious, what couid indultry 
afford to ſlaves ? 

If he could be permitted to ſay a word on religion, he 
would ſay, that religions, as well as trades, muſt be en- 


couraged, or this country never could flouriſm: but he deſ- 
paired; even the Genevans were not to have votes out of 


the ſcrap of ground that they had been ſo long expecting: 
ſurely we ought to endeavour, to obtain toleration for 


Proteſtant manufacturers we could | never have enough of 


them. 

On a motion of Mr. Wills, the following reſolution was 
Propoſed, and leave given that ſaid reſolution ſhould 'be re- 
ferred to the General Committee : 


CONVENTIH ON. {-7 
That mo freeman of any decayed, mean, or depopulated city, 


e. which hath hitherto returned Members 10 ſerve in 


Parliament, ſhall vote on election: for Members to ferve in 
Parliament, unleſs he ſhall have attained his freedom by birth, 
ſervice, or marriage, or unleſs he ſhall have been an afua! 
trader or manufacturer during the period of fruclve months 
previous to the day f fhe tft of the writ, as per re- 
Zn. | 

Mr. Bagenal ſaid, that he wiſhed to have got ſome- 
thing more, but was very well ſatisfied with the amend- 
ment, and wiſhed the clauſe he propoſed ſhould - be 
expunged. 

A diviſion having axfocd; and the roll being called, 
the numbers were. | | 

Ayes, — 108 
Noes, — m — 15 

Convention reſolved itſelf into a General Committee, 
Right Honourable William Brownlow in the Chair. 

Fourteenth reſolution of the Sub-Committee was then 
read. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee, that any perſon accepting or holding a penfim, directly 
er indireftly, other than for life, or the term of twenty-one 
ear mat the leaſt, be rendered incopeble 2 ſitting in Felis. 
ment. 

Unanimouſly agreed to. 

Fifteenth reſolution was read. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion 7 this com- 
mittee, that any Member of the Houſe of Commons holding a 
penſion, directly or indirectiy, for life or the term of twenty- 
one years, or upwards, do vacate his ſeat, but be capable of 

re- election. 

Mr. Bagenal declared that he would oppoſe theſe laſt 
reſolutions, as they ſent men clogged to Parliament with 


* 


too many particulars, and required very much to be 


ſimplified. 
Mr. Lyſter ſaid, he could not refrain from obſerving 


on thoſe conſtant motions, and oppoſition of gentlemen 
to every propoſition, that they evidently meant to over- 
turn the buſineſs of the meeting. He would ſuppoſe 
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-bimfelf a e (a circumſtance. which in the line of 


probability could never happen) and he would ſuppoſe 


% 


that mimſter a very corrupt one, and if this miniſter 
intended to overturn the liberties of a people, and employed 
his worſt emiſſaries for that purpoſe, nothing could be 
adopted to anſwer that end more effectually, than by 
conſtant oppaſition, and unremitting procraſtination. 
Fifteenth reſolution unanimouſly agreed to. 
.. Sixteenth reſolution was read. 
| Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee, that any Member of the Heuſe of Commons 2. any 
Place of profit under the Crown, do vacate his feat, but but be 


capable of being rereleted. 


Agreed to. 
Seventeenth reſolution was then read, 
- Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
following cath be. admin, tered to each Member of the Hoſe of 


Cummans, and by him taken before, he takes his ſeat : 


„ doo ſwear, that I have not 
by myſelf, nor have I by any other perſon for me, or 
at my deſite or coſt, or with my knowledge, or conſent, 
or approbation, given meat, drink, entertainment, or pro- 
viſion, employment, place, money, or other value, reward, 
or conſideration, dire ly or indircctly, nor any obligation, 
or promiſe for employment, place, or other value, re- 
ward, or conſideration, to any perſon. or. perſons whomſo- 


ever, for any expences of any kind. whatſoever they 


may. have been at, to induce him or them to vote, or 
to forbear to vote for me or any other perſpn, or to 

procure for me, or any one elſe, the vote or intereſt of 
any perſon; and that I will never directiy or indirectly, 
fulfil any engagement or promiſe, entered into by any 
perſon whomdoever, relative to the giving any meat, 
drink, entertainment, or proviſion, employment, place, 
money, or other value, reward, or confideration to any 
perſon for having voted for me, or procured a. vote far 
me or any other perſon, at the late election. And I do 
further ſolemnly ſwear, that I. will, not ſuffer any perſon 
to held any penſion, or any place of profit under the 
Crown, or accept of any ſam af money m iruſt for me, 
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or for my uſe or benefit, or for the uſe and benefit of 
any of my family, whilſt 1 ſhall ſerve” as 2 Member of 
this Parliament. 

And I do moſt folemaly and ſaideroly "ile this oath 
without any evalion, *equivecation, or mental wardbaney 
whatſoever. 80 belp God.“. 


Mr. Hackett thought that the perſon” ale was not 
ſufficiently bound in reſpe& to giving enteftainments; 
he introduced an amendment, that after the word colt 
there ſhould be inſerted theſe words, « or conſent or 
approbation, nor has any perſon on my part to my 
knowledge and belief. The amendment agreed to. 

Mr. Warburten ſaid the oath was too long, and might 
be brought into a more agreeable fort. a 

Mr. G Fire did not like the tenor of the oath; it 


looked, he ſaid, as if gentlemen .did not wiſh for a ge- 
neral unanimity of opinion. He moved, that the words 
« .meat, drink, entertainment, and proviſion,” be left 
out. 

Mr. Hackett thought the motion . uſeleſs, as it had 


been. already enacted by the legiſlature, that no candi- 
date ſhould give entertainments. 'The, oath was calcu- 
lated to ſhut up every avenue of temptation, and to 
give Purity to the foundation of eleCtion. 

An amendment was. moved, that the , oath ſhould 
comprehend the candidate's not giving any meat, drink, 
entertainment or proviſion, &c. pending the election. | 

Mr. Stewart, (of Killamoon) faid it might be urged 
with apparent juſtice, that it would be very hard on 407. 
freeholders to go a great length of way without dif- 
charging their expences; but ſuch 4 murmut was re- 
moved, by the very ſpirit of the preſent reform bringing 
the election almo to their dwellings. One happy re- 
flection would enſue to the elector, at leaſt, that by put- 
ting a lunch of bread and a piece of cheefe in his poc- 
ket, he could give his free ſuffrage without leaving the 
intemperate meal of venality in his ſtomach, or the ſting 
of perjury to afflit his conſcience. | 

Lord Farnham thought it would be hard to compel a can- 

didate to ſhut his doors againſt a friend, * it ſhould happen 
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to be in or about the time of election. A gentleman muſt 


become inhoſpitable, or incur the danger of being con- 
vicded of perjury, and rendered infamous in his county. It 
was the motive that ſtamped every ation virtuous or the 
reverſe. A man may entertain his friends without any 
view to vote on an election. If gentlemen whoſe ſituation 
in life ſubjected them to become candidates for the favour 


of their countrymen, were to be debarred the pleaſures of | 


| ſocial converſe, he apprehended very few would be found 
to make that ſacriſice for any honour, be it ever ſo great. 


Mr. Crofton was convinced i it would deſtroy hoſpitality, 


the antient and hereditary virtue of this country, if gentle- 
men were prevented from receiving. their friends, becauſe 
there was a probability they would one day become candi- 
dates for the public favour. He thought it hard that poor 
freeholders who came to cleft a repreſentative, ſhould, 
through apprehenſion of corruption, be ſuffered to want 


ſolution that tended to impoſe hardſhips on them of chat 
nature. 
Mr. Bdgewerth objeQted to that part of the reſolution, 
and ſaid that when-theſe reſolutions came before the Con- 
vention, he ſhould vote againſt the whole of this reſolu- 
„ 

Mr. Cullen 0 ſupported the reſolution as it now 
ſtood. The legiſlature has not ſufficiently guarded againſt 
thoſe evils; giving, entertainments, was the bane of elec- 
tions; it militated againſt the original ſyſtem, and it ſhould 
be our object to bring back, as near as poſſible, elections 
to their original ſimple . He ſaid, accepting enter- 

5 tainments demonſtrated the approbation of the electors of 

þ the public vices of their members. 

[ Mr. Newport liked hoſpitality ; he liked hoſpitality from 

| principle, and not from the defire of gaining a vote, He 

would contribute, as far as in him lay, to put an end to 

ö every hoſpitality that had a tendency to corrupt the morals 

f | of the people. It had been argued againſt triennial par- 

| liaments, the expence they would put gentlemen to, Theſe 

that argued ſo, were now the advocates for expence laid 
out for a corrupt purpoſe, that of influencing» the electors 
to give their ſuffrages, not to the man that would be likely 


their dinner on that account. He would oppoſe any re- 
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to ſerve them with integrity, but to him who had, perhaps, 
no other qualification but corrupt principles, and a fortune 

that could afford the means of debauching the underſtand- 
ings of the people. | 

Mr. Blofſſet was of opinion that the - motives of theſe 
entertainments were in order to gain votes. It was the 
motive that ſtamped them with their proper character. As 
the law now ſtood, if any candidate gave entertainment 
after the teſt of the writ of ſummons, it would vacate the 
election. Committees would judge, and have judged it 
ſo. He concluded with declaring he would vote againſt 
the amendment, | 
Mr. O'Hara contended it would be laying great difficul- 
ties on candidates; that they could not with a ſafe con- 
ſcience, at any time even admit a friend into their houſes, 
leſt afterwards. they might be indicted for perjury. He 
drew ſome other arguments from the ſcruples gentlemen 
of this deſcription might entertain. 8 

The queſtion being put, That meat, drink, enter- 
tainment, and proviſion ſtand part of the reſolution,” 

| Ayes, — — 122 


Oes, — — 


"” 


p e „ | 
Colonel Maſſey declared, he never gave in perſon, or 


knew to be given on his account, one ſixpence, to induce 
any elector to give him his ſuffrage.; but he thought it 
unjuſt, that, becauſe a gentleman might one day be a 
candidate, he ſhould therefore live ſecluded from ſociety, 
as it were, in an enchanted caſtle. The confining this 


reſtriction to the time generally uſed in the arts of corrup- 


tion would, in his opinion, anſwer every deſirable pur- 
poſe. He would therefore move, that immediately after 
the word “ election,“ be added the words, from the 
teſt of the writ of ſummons, to the cloſe of the election. 
Mr. Stephens ſaid, a reward was ſtill a reward, be it 
under what name it would. -A man who had determined 
to purchaſe a ſeat in Parliament, and was prevented by 
any eſtabliſhed regulation to give money, might, at any 
time previous to the election, ſend 2000. worth of beef 


or claret, or any thing elſe that would ſell for 2000/. as 


the money itſelf. © 
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'S The arpendent. was then put, and paſſed i in, $9.4 affir- 
ative. 

Mr. Hackett moved, that the words 6 reward or em- 
loyment,” be infected after the word * penſion.” —Paſſed 
in the negative. | 

Major Moore propoſed an amendment at the end of the 
ath line, in theſs words, ©* nor did not fince my election, 
cx at any time antecedent, nor will I hereafter fulfil,” &c. 
Agreed to. 
Mr. Roche, after lamenting the injuries offered to the 
franchiſes of the different counties, by the procuration of 
numbers of hardened villains, who for ſome ſmall bribe, 
were ſuborned to ſwear themſelves freeholders, and well 
known, by the name of BUCKS; moved, that a clauſe 
ſhould be inſerted i in the oath to he. taken by the candidate, 
Purporting:that © he had not offered any ane to be polled 
who. was not in his (the candidate”s) opinion, at that time 
a real eleftor.”———Paſſed in the afficmative_ unanimouſly, 
Mr. Bousfieid propoſed the following amendment, And 
I do further ſolemnly, ſwear, that I have not accepted ſince 
the teſt of the writ, nor will I accept, nor ſuffer any per- 
ſon to accept for me, any ſum of money, or to hold any 
nſion, or any place of profit under the Crown, in truſt 
fr me, or for my uſe and benefit, or for the uſe and bene- 
8 of any of my family, with my conſent or approba- 
n, directly or indirectiy, whilſt 1 ſhall ſerve as a Mem- 
_ of Parliament.” —Agreed to. 
Mr. Hackett then moyed a further amendment, in theſe 
worde And that I will never give a vote in Parliament, 
er decline giving a vote, nor abſent myſelf from Parliament, 
in conſideration oſ reward or benefit, either in poſſeſſion bs 
expectancies, to myſelf, or any other Perſon, whomſoever 
but, that I will, on. = occaſions in Parliament, give 
my vote according to the true intereſt of Wig kingdom, to 
the beſt of my judgment. 
This, amendment was objected te; and on the queſtion 
being put, there were, 
Ayes, for agreeing to the amendmgns, 57 
Noes, againſt it, — 562 

The reſolution, with the ſeveral tnendments,, was, then 

put, and paſſed in the affirmative. = 


8 
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The 18th and laſt reſolution was then read. 

Refolved unanimouſly, That it Is "the opinion of this come 
mittee, that any 5. convifted of perſu ury by a jury, relativ- 
to the above oath, be rendered incapable of ever 4 ting in the 
Houſe of Cue. 

Unanimouſly agreed to. | 

Mr. Eageworth roſe, and after ſaying a fe words, gave 
notice of nie intention to oppoſe the whole oath before the 
Grand Convention, but on account of the lateneſs of the 
hour lit being near three o'clock) would, defer it till to- 
morrow: 

It was then moved, that the Chairman do OO. — 
Convention reſumed. 


would not occaſion any diviſion,” or 10 many amendments 
as had been this day made to other motions. A bill of 
reform has been long a favourite object of mine; I agitat- 
ed that queſtion before any public body of men adopted it; 
T was its friend in the days of its adverſity; in the preſent 


Parliament I gave notice of my intentions to bring it for- 


ward, but would not, until the ſenſe of this Convention 
was kad ; every day convinces me more and more of the 
abſolute rietelfity of a reform, either by a more equal re- 
preſentation of the people, or by an effectual place-bill; 

we have ſeen thoſe whom we ſuppoſed the ſtaunch- friends 
of this nation and its liberties, deſert their ranks, and fight 

under the banners of our enemies, and they have proved 
the moſt oppreſſive of our adverſaries ; I now rejoice to ſee 
my favourite object nearly brought to maturity, under the 
auſpices of the moſt magnanimous, independent, and virtuous 
body of men that ever adorned this or any ether country, 
men elected by the free voice of their conſtituents, not like 


ſome members of another place, who purchaſed their ſeats; 


our conſtituents are freemen ; they did. not receive any 
| F profit for returning us to this Convention. When 

look around me, I feel every ſentiment of reſpect and 
veneration; it is a proud day to me to have been honoured 
with that truſt; I ain grateful tothe 11 out of 12 corps 
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that delegated me my ſole object for theſe 30 years, has 
_ been the public good, and I will not betray the truſt. | 
The well-meant ambition of an individual, though ex- 
erted for the public ſervice, muſt yield to public utility ; 
for my part, I am not bleſſed with abilities to combat the 
hoſt of intereſted men that will be found in another place to 
oppoſe any ſyſtem of reform, as every plan of reformation 
muſt militate againſt a hereditary and fixed uſurpation. 
In making the motion, I intend, be aſſured, my worthy 
brother-ſoldiers and fellow-citizens, that I do not mean to 
deſert your cauſe; I mean to add dignity fo it, and, if 
poſſible, enſure ſucceſs; I will ſupport that cauſe at the 
hazard of every thing I hold/dear—my life and property 
ſhall ever be ſubſervient to the good of my country=with 
theſe principles, I believe there is not a man within theſe 
hallowed walls, that will not approve of my motion; my 
defence of it is, /alus populi ſuprema lex eſt. : 


2 


5 £ 


EE Mr. Flood has conſtantly attended all our meetings ; he 
| has given his advice with deference ; by his zeal and abi- 
| lities he has united divided opinions; he has yielded to 
conviction; thus he has proved an advocate for the reform, 

and an impartial counſellor; I have watched his conduct 

. in another Houſe for a ſeries of years, and I have divided 

| againſt him on three or four points—I may have been 

wrong, and he may have erred; if I was wrong, I repent of 

1 it; if he has erred, he has amply repaid his country tenfold 
| the octennial law alone ſeals his pardon. I now refign my 
prior right to bring in the bill, and therefore move you— 
That Colonel Henry Flood be requeſted to introduce into 
Parliament a. bill for the more equal Repreſentation of 
V% „„ 9 
Sir Edward then ſaid, he had one argument more to en- 
force the propriety of his motion; and that was, when the 
preſent heterogeneous medley of a miniſtry, which is com- 
poſed of the pretended friends and avowed enemies of 
liberty, ſhould be annihilated, Mr. Flood would again 
become the miniſter- of the prince and of the people; he 
would carry the ſame principles into the cabinet, which he 

avowed out of it—he will be a miniſterial advocate for a 

Parliamentary Reform; and who ſo capable to reform 
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Parliament,. as he who limied * duration of Parlia- 


ments. 


ing the name of the Right Honourable Colonel William 
Brownlow, which Sir Edward agreed to, after paying a juſt 


and elegant mark of reſpect to the character of 1775 illuſ- | 


trious ſenator. | 
The reſolution was cartied unanimouſly, e 
Ajourned till een. 5 


radar, Novenun 28, 275 


ABOUT eleven o'clock, General Earl Charlemont took 
the Chair.— The roll called. 

Earl Briſtol intimated that à report was prevalent among 
a ſet of men for whom he had the higheſt regard, and 
in whoſe political principles he had the moſt rooted con- 
fidence, that. the meſſage entruſted to him, by the com- 
mittee of the Roman Catholics, had not been entered in 


the minutes of the National Convention; that during 


ſome days after the meeting of the Convention, an 
opinion of this ſort had prevailed—through' the great 
hurry of buſineſs, but he had ſome time ago examined 
the minutes and found the meſſage with which he had 
been honoured, and which it was his pride to have en- 
truſted to him, faithfully and accurately entered; and at 


his Lordſhip's deſire the . meſſage was accordingly read 


from the minutes, and his Lordſhip declared himſelf per- 
fectly ſatisfied. 

Mr. George Ogle declared he had never received a letter 
from Lord Kenmare on the buſineſs; that he had not 
done it*from himſelf, but merely at the inſtance of gen- 
tlemen, who he imagined had been authoriſed for what 
he had done. 

Mr. Brownlow recommended to gentlemen, that they 
would pay attention to order when the report was re- 
ceived, and that no gentleman would ſpeak twice on the 
ſame tubject, except to explain. 


Order of the day read, for taking into conſideration 


the report of theGeneral Committee. The Secretary read 


Colonel James Stervart mangd. an amendment, by d- 
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the report; the Chairman then proceeded to read it para- 
graph by paragraph. When the firſt reſolution was read, 
Sir M. Gleatowr Newromim, declared his great reſpect 
for that aſſembly, whoſe public ſpirit and moderation muſt 
vonvinee all Europe how highly their proceedings were 
marked with wiſdom. He could not, he ſaid, at the 
ſame time, reſtrain himſelf from felicitating that aſſembly, 
on the acquiſitton of '#bilities and knowledge they had 
obtained in the aid of an Honourable Member, who had 
given his aſſiſtance to form their plan of reform; but he 
had one objection to make to part of the reſolution which 
had been juſt read, and that was ſtipulating that the free- 
old "6f non-refidents muüſt amount to 207. per annum. 
There was not any perſon, he ſaid, who entertained a 
greater 'averfion for tfofe ſort of voters, called itinerant 
voters, than he did. They were the peſt of the Conſti- 
tution, and ſhould accordingly be disfranchifed z but there 
Were many men more, honourably circumſtanced, who, 
poſſeffing little eſtates, gerhaps from fifteen to eighteen 
pounds in one county, were called by contingeticy or 
avocition to ſome other county. In ſuch cafes, he 
thought” it 'exceeding hard, that ſuch perfons, without 
incurring any degree of  ctithinality, ſhould” be deprived 
of their birth: right, eſpecially, as according to the plan 
of reform, regiſtry was to take place; and as it was in the 
power of every man to examine into circumſtances, no 
ill conſequence could enſue. The candidate's oath, ap- 
Pointed by the” reform, was alſo another circumſtance 
which precluded ſuch men from making any il uſe = 
their franchiſe. He ſhould therefore move that 207. be 
expunged, and in the toom of it be inſerted 100. per 
Z os, 
'"Mr:*Floed faid, this ſubject had been twice already 
diſcuſſed. In the Sub-Committee he was of opinion that 
50 ſhSuld be the qualification, and after much debate, 
it was fixed at 20. In the General Committee it had 
fikewiſe been debated, and agreed on; and if you bring 
it to 107. ſome may be for bringing ſo low as, 5“. 
There Were many circumftatices that aroſe at the laſt 
general election, that induced the Sub-Committee to fix 
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it at 204. for from the beſt information, many had polled 


during the laſt general election, as unpolled freeholders, 


who had no freehold at all; but 20/. was a property of 
that ſize and magnitude as not to eſcape the knowledge 
of thoſe who lived in the ſame barony with the poſſeſ- 


ſor of that property; and as elections were in future to 


be held in baronies, it would totally prevent improper 
perſons to offer to poll. He hoped it would not be 
lowered; it would be attended with inconveniencies, 


If you do not enforce reſidence, you do nothing: by 


the original Conſtitution of England or Ireland, reſidence 
was neceſſary to entitle 4 man to vote: it was in time; 
of corruption that reſidence was ſeparated: we are only 
reſtoring the ancient form. This has been twice ſolema+ 
ly debated, and. he hoped no alteration would be made 
| in this reſolution. | 
Sir William  Newcomen contended, that the deſcription 
of men he mentioned, were entitled to be comprehended 
under the intended extenſion of ſuffrage; and that the 
chief corruption in elections ſhould be left at the door 
of the 404. free holders. | 

The amendment was withdrawn, 

And the reſolution paſſed in the affirmative. 
The ſecond reſolution' being put, Mr. O'Hara gave his 
diſſent; on which Mr. Hackett ſaid, it was neceſſary to 
call the roll for a diviſion, that the public might know 


the reſolution met only with one negative. TENG: mat 


ter being dropped, 

The third reſolution was put, and paſſed, unani- 
mouſly. 

The fourth eufalurian being read, © that it is the OPi- 
nion of this committee, that the ſheriff of every county 


do appoint a deputy, to take the poll in each barony 


on the ſame. day.” 
Counſellor. Marris ſaid, that the ancient fubric of the 
Conſtitution ſhould be preſerved unimpeached, except 


where neceſſity warranted, was a poſition which he heand 
ſupported in that aſſembly, with great ingenuity and 


abilities, and which carried conviction to his mind. 


That the reſolution propoſed was an innovation on the 15 


Conſtitution, could not all be diſputed. It remained, 
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therefore, to be conſidered, whether neceſſity or its in- 
ee authoriſed agreeing to it? Two reaſons 
had been urged in ſupport of the reſolution; the ex- 
pence and delay attending the preſent mode of election; 
candidates not being able to attend each deputy's court 
in the county, muſt be put to vaſt expence, in em- 
pfloying eminent council and agents, to controul the de- 
puty's acting wrong, either through ignorance or cor- 
rupt influence. Where the candidate could be perſonally 
preſent, the neceſſity did not ſo ſtrongly exiſt. If the 
deciſion of the deputy was concluſive to the ſheriff, 

then that aſſembly would conſider the difference of opi- 
nion on ſimilar points, which might ariſe by each de- 
puty's making different deciſions. By the reſolution, 
each deputy was rendered independent of the other, and 
had no connection; the conſequence would be, that every 
_ unſucceſsful candidate would reſort to the Houſe of 
Commons for redreſs; which, gentlemen muſt; allow, 
could not diminiſh the expence of elections. If the re- 
turns were not concluſive to the ſheriff, then the ſheriff 
would on every occaſion, in which he happened to diſ- 
agree with the deputy, ſend them on new elections, to 
convene the people again, and make new returns, which 
could not expedite elections. The county court of the 
ſheriff had been for centuries looked up to, as one of 
the palladiums of liberty. Their anceſtors were not 
acquainted. with that formation of a number of petty, 
private, and ſecret aſſemblies, which that reſolution would 
produce, if paſſed into a law. They ſhould prefer the 
open mode of election, in the face of the country, to a 
mode which could not produce any other conſequence, 
than diſorder and confuſion. He therefore was againſt 
the reſolution propoſed. - 
Lord Farnham ſaid he voted againſt the reſolution in 
the committee, but did not inſiſt: on a diviſion. The 
reſolution could not, therckurs, be ſaid | to have ng 
unanimouſly. 

Mr. Loyd ſaid, it would be giving too great a power 
to the ſheriff—if the ſheriff had an attachment to any of 
the candidates 5 the power of e ſo 


many deputies, gave him a greater power than the 
Conſtitution ever intended he ſhould have. 

Mr. load declared, he wiſhed to leave that matter 
open for parliamentary diſcuſſion, and he would coincide 
in any matter which could tend to deprive the ſheriff 
of that power. A man appoitited deputy by the "theriff, 
with conſent of the. candidate, could produce no matter 
of difference. It was not a new idea, for it was con- 
ſtantly practiſed in Vorkſhire. Gentlemen talked of ex- 
Pence, but it would operate to the contrary, by the quick 
deciſion of the election. A gentleman of the law ſaid, 
it would multiply employment for gentlemen. of his pro- 
feſſion z he could not, indeed, but admire. the diſintereſted- 
neſs of ſucly an obſervation from a gentleman of the 
law; but he could obſerve, that by carrying on the 
election in ſeven or eight places at one time, inſtead 
of increaſing it would leſſen the expence of elections. 
It was remarked, that men unqualified. might impoſe on 
deputies; to this he would anſwer, that the regiſtry of 
twelve months in his own barony, would prevent ſuch 
impoſition, from the notoriety of the tranſaction, and de- 
ter perſons, ſo circumſtanced, from going from barony to 
barony to give their ſuffrages. It was the intent of that 
meeting, he ſaid, to carry on matters fairly and equally, and 
their duty to put matters on the faireſt footing, and, if poſſi- 
ble, to ſupport the poor againſt the oppreſſion of the opulent. 

Lord Farnham and Mr. Morris, continuing their oppo- 
ſition, the Convention divided, when the numbers ap- 
peared For the reſolution, _ — 128 

Againſt it, — — 6 
The fifth reſolution being read, comprehending an ex- 
tenſion of franchiſe to decayed cities, towns, boroughs, 
or manors, from the neighbouring baronies and pariſhes. 

Mr. Loyd ſaid, they ſhould be conſidered as private 
property: the reſolution tended to the creation of new 


expences, and depriving one ſet of | proprietors of their 


1 


Tight, merely to transfer them to another. 
Colpnel Maſſey - declared, he continued of the ſame 


opinion he. was in the committee. That this reſolution 


would create a greater ariſtocracy. than, exiſted. before. 
A of extending franchiſe to the 405 freeholders, 
134 N 
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they mould rather confine it to that of 107. and ſuffer 
no man to vote under that ſum. The adoption of ſuch 
4 mode would prevent their ſending improper perſons 
to Parliament; and this reſtriction to ro/. freeholds ſhould 
not, he faid, be: confined to boroughs, but 'extended to 
counties at large, on the abolition of the 405. freeholds; he 
would therefore move for expunging from the reſo- 
lution the words “ to the neighbouring 1 88 or ba- 
ronies, pariſh or pariſhes,” 
Mr. Darcy ſaid, this would be attended with the moſt 
fatal effes—as three or four families in general rule a 
county, and it would operate in direct contradiQtion to 
the plan in queſtion. ö 
Mr. Flad ſaid, the whole plan of reform is now * 
fore you; if you take away from the boroughs and add to 
| the counties, you overturn the whole; if you alter it in this, 
ag ou alter the whole—all the teſolutions reter to this; if 4os. 
| Feeholder are to be ſhut out and none but 10). freeholders 
allowed to vote, it wogld produce an ariſtocracy, and by this 
rule a 100. freeholder in the county Cork, might vote for 26 
men; it is abridging the Conſtitution; ; —conſider well the 
meaſure before you; if you aboliſh your boroughs and en- 
creaſe counties no man in England who ever wrote on 
ſubjects of Parliamentary Reform, but points out the 
danger; it will encreaſe ariſtocracy: he ſaid, to prepare 
a bill to anſwer all the purpoſes will be a great burthen, 
a burthen he will not take upon himſelf alone; the De- 
legates in the different provinces will ſend up informa- 
tion here, to extend as the neceſſity and circumſtances re- 
quire; theſe delegates from local knowledge will adviſe the 
delegates here, to inſtruct the Members—carrying on the 
bill—and not leave it to the direction of intereſted 
men; leave the county where it was, and it will be 
better for the boroughs. Is not the Honourable Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Maſſey) an illuſtrious example againſt the 
weight of his own principle; it will be a diſſolution of 
our plan. The Sub-Committee after the moſt mature 
deliberation adopted it, and if the Convention does not 
adopt it, it will be at ſea, it will occaſion fears and ap- 
= prehenſions in the friends of the reform, it will make its 
enemies rejoice; —let this aſſembly ſtand, as they do ſtand, 


«Wy 


by the rectitude of their conduct; let counties remain 
as they were—extend the rights of franchiſe to cities, 
take away their bye-laws and reform the boroughs, there 
are the b 6 marts for reformation, let 50,000 armed 
men capable of calling 30, 00 more, without the voice 
of faction, fc ollaw up their own principles; ; the practice of 
ten years is a . of the principles and moderation 
of this great aſſembly, _ 
Mr. Maſſey withdrew his amendment, and the refoly- 
tion Was put, and unanimouſly agreed to. | 
Fj reſolution being read, _ 
or Moore ſaid, boroughs ould not, in his opinion, 
be. Mar Hon thaown open in Monſter unleſs the number 
were augmented from 100 to 150. He could, as having 
the honour to be conſtituted a delegate from that part of the 
kingdom, ſpeak from ſome degree of authority. Other 
entlemen ought to deliver their Tentiments of the numbers 
which they might think proper for the different pr ovinces 
they repreſented. | 
The Earl of Briſtol was of opinion, to enter into he 
general ſpirit of Parliamentary Reform, would be better 
than a tog particular diſquiſition. This matter was to be 
agitated in another aſſembly; and there ought ſomething 
to be left to their diſcretion. The Houſe of Commons 
might think proper to vary the numbers. It would be ſuf- 
ficient for the preſent aſſembly to go to the vitals of reform, 
and leave the reſidue to the gentlemen who were to con- 
duct the bill for that purpoſe i in the Houſe of Commons. 
Another. reaſon why the aſſembly ſhould not enter into 
particulars, Was, the little time they had; as it would be 
for the public good they ſhould make an end of their ſeſſion 
to-morrow, in order that the bill might be bropght into 
the Houſe of Commons to-morrow evening. 
The queſtion being put on this en it yur | una- 
nimouſly agreed to. 
The ſeventh reſolution was then read. N 
Mr. Warburton moved, that after the word 46 election, 5 
ſhould be inſerted, © which may hereafter be created for 
three lives. 
Mr. Blofſet ſaid, he would oppoſe any reſolution that 
tend to contract the right n would be equally 
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warm in Auen of any meaſitre,! whoſe) ' tendency werit to 
extend it; he therefore ſeconded the amendment. 
"Mr. Hackett ſaid, their plan did not tend to disfrarichiſe' 
an! one; it Was not meant 0 circumſeribe the rights of 8 
fuffrage; on the 7 AF. was intended: to enlarge it. 
He did hot conceive h MB e. | amendment propoſed was 
calculated to increaſe. ih ber of * eleQtors ; in his idea, 
it would have the contrary effe he u rould therefore vote 
aa the a enen wp G4 WE ae Hf een | 
Mr. Flood ſaid, it was too RE a dite Kr Preſent 
conſideration; it ſhoulg be reſerved for the future- Tegula- 
tion of an election law. | ger 1% you” puſh thi ts flo, a. new, 
code of election laws' wilt be neceſſary. his reſtriction 
be proper in counties, it Will be propef in phi boroughs, | 
and manors. Was 3 ainſt the amendment.” n 3 
Amendment withdrawn, In. 
N The 1 and $th'r refaliions were eee up 
1 e 
J he gth reſolution being nds. | wy | 
Mr. Flood moved that the Wort le adden ede be 
expunged. By ſo doing the toth reſblution E be 
fu perfluous, that an "aſſembly" which had the eyes '6f E Europe 
directed to them, uld.} e very carefuf to have their deli- 
berations not only fraugh with di nity, but wil ith propriety 
of dition. The ſums Fic ſho! 10 e to Vote, een 
to be the fame. wh 
Alderman Warren whe 0 that 61 years fs be ſabltiuted for 
31 years. * Seri nod; oF ON | 0d. Hie 52: 
Mr. Flood both lle Alcby Aldein Kat the iy* of 
Dublin in his coftempſetion z ; there Were many leaſes of 
61 And gl years in it. Certaiply Düblin was of fuck dif- 
tinction as to deſerve ſomething particulat * be e for 
it. The amendment was FT TIO 
The reſolution paſſed in the affitmative. | 
The 10th reſolution read. An amendment was rer 
ed, that 10/. be inſerted inſtead of 57. Agreed to; and then 
Mr. Flood obſerving, that theſe two reſblptions were to the 
ſameè effect, and to aveid inconſiſtencies, he moved, that 
the gth and Ioth reſplutions be incorporated into one. 
Agreed R 
The eleventh reſolution being read, limiting the dura- 
ton of Palliament to three years, | 


TYEYL 12. © 


Coon WEN H RON N 
- Mr. Bongſνẽ moved, that the words © three years" be 


pun and the words “one year,” be ſubſtituted. ,_ - -- 

Mr. O'Hira ſaid, that if this reſolution was adopted, they 
mult addreſs for the diſſolution of Parliament. An æqui- 
librium ought to be preſervedꝰ The Commons had now 
obtained a greater degree of influence than they were ever 
known to poſſeſs. The people had acquired an unuſual” 
influence in the Commons. The councils of England were 
now more inconſiſtent, and their conſequence in this coun- 
try dwindled to nothing. Ireland was become independent, 
and admiuiſtrations from another country would not lead 
the councils of the nation as heretofore. He would e 
fore reſiſt che reſolution. 

Major Moore declared, that his opinion with reſpebt to 
| this queſtion had changel by the arguments he had heard 
made uſe of in the Sub-Committee. That he was afraid 
the idea of election would be too much familiarized in the 
mind of the elector by annual Parliaments, and that the 
great intereſts in counties would be apt to join to ſecure 
alternative elections to each other, and to avoid . eee 
This made him' incline to triennial Pavimmentazs; nal 8 

Mr. D' Arey ſaid, he "coincided with the Homurnble| 
Gentleman (Mr: O'Hara): near him, that the Houſe of 
Commons had too much power. They daily ſhewed they 
had power to do evil. That was what they wanted to 
remedy. He heartily coincided with the Honourable 
Gentleman, that they ought to be diſſolved. * He would 
go farther” and ſay they ought to be docked, They were 
the paſſing bells of the expiring Conſtitution. The gen- 
tieman ſaid, Engliſh councils were divided and inconſiſtent ; 
that no one would deny ;' nevertheleſs, Lord North, poſſeſ⸗ 
ſed as much influence in this country now, as the firſt day 
he made war in America. But 50, ooo armed men, who 
had 50, 00 more at their command, would not tamely 
lie down to be trampled on by any miniſter.” They would 
not abandon their delegates, let their delegates then ſpeak 
out. Let them not tamely acquieſce under an uſurpation. 
They were the . repreſentatives of the people, whatever 
another ſet of men may pretend to be, which ſet of men 
would be brought to a ſenſe of their duty. 

Mr. Bousfield's amendment withdrawn. 


9 pg 
py” * 
— 


I 
1 
jl 
4 
4 
[f 
14) 
16 
9 2 
p is 
F 
r 
ut ff 
5 
oF + 
. 
2 
A 
14 
1 
1 
8: 
$1 17 
== 
EET 
W 
", 
«it 
118 
1 
11 
117 
1 
it; 
. 
- „ 
1 
Bis 
41 
1 2 
8 
rt 
- 13+: 
£ * 
4 
TY + 
* 
iN 
© 
ny 
1 
* 
197 
| 
& 
* 
i4 
11 
: 
1 


— 
— — — 
— — — 4 * 
1 ö 


* — 
— Ls 
3 ww 


— 
— ä 
a Y 


— 


146 | NAT hON AL - 
On dhe queſtion | being ed on . het. f there 


e +526: 
| For agreeing 10 n e den. at 
PEST: / Againſt it, % nal; — 

At this time Lord Farnham — two has NS uit 
the room; and ſame expreſſion of Mr, Maſſeys having 
dropped, that gentlemen ſhould not be ned. it 
bought up the Earl of Briſtol. l S U ie 

. - Earl of Briſtol faid, My Lord Charlene, 4; bes Your 
indeed for a few moments; an expreſſion dropt from 
a; gentleman near the chair, that imputed an intention of 
intimidating merobers af this Convention by calling for 
the roll: had the imputation come from an ordinary quar- 
ter, it Would have galledme, but coming from a gentleman 
for whom Ia feel the moſt cordial reſpect, I own it has 
corroded my mind. My Lord, judging from my own feel- 
ings, I cannot believe that any member of the National 
Convention can be intimidated from decken an his ſenti- 
ment, or publiſhing his declaration. 19904 265 

It was my fate ſome days ago to rank i in a, mivogity of 
26, diſſenting from a majority of more than;x00 5 perhaps 
it was my misfortune to differ in opinion from ſo reſpec- 
table a majority, and from a majority of ſuch feſpectable 
perſtins, bui, my Lord, it was my pride to have aſſerted 
my ſentiments, and no power on earth could mut me 
from publiſhing chen.. 

Baer reſolution, with; two diflecting voices, agreed 

313th, 14th, 15th, and 1th ine were unani- 
we agreed to. | 

Mr. Flood ſaid, as the 205 Ra be finiſhed to- 
morrow, he hoped gentlemen would attend —as he would, 
on ta- morrow, move in the Houſe of Commons for leave 
to bring in tke bill and to add dignity, to their meaſures, 
he hoped they would remain in ſolemn e een till he 
came back from. the Houſe. + | 
p Convention adjourned * to-morrow, 


"$arunDaAY, Novenrr 29, 1785. 


FARL CHARLEMONT having taken the Chair 
with the uſual ceremony, and the reſolution and oath being 


read, 
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Mr. Meade Ogle oppoſed the teſolution and A converſa- 
tion Rk about the propriety and utility of adopting any. 

Mr, Cullen moved, that the reſofution preceding the oath 
do run amended in the following manner : 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committie, thit an ad- 
ditional oath is neceſſary, and that the following oath be adhminif= 
tered to each Member of the Houſe of Commons, and by hits 
talen before he takes his ſeat.” © 2 

Mr. Roche 'wiſhed to know why 40,000 cleftvrs! ſhould 
be ſhackled with oaths, while 300 were ſuffered to run 
wild for want of a curb; that by experience it was found 
neceſſary to preſerve even the appearance of common ho- 
neſty among men; he therefore would moſt r ſecond 
the motion. 

Mr. Edgeworth ſaid, he roſe in the committee to object to 
the oath. I think it uſeleſs to propoſe it to a man of ho- 
nour, and to a man without honour, no tie can be binding. 

Mr. Lyfter objected to the oath in every ſtage. We had 
experience, ſays he, of the impracticability of ſuch ties. 
In the Sub- committee one of the principal objections to it 
was, the conſideration of the inefficacy of ſuch obligations 
in England. I diſlike oaths of enumeration, for e 
thing not enumerated is tacitly conſented to. It is alſo too 
long, becauſe, before the laſt part is repeated, the begin- 
ning will be forgot. The faculties of mankind require 
more retention for the adoption of ſuch an oath, than they 
generally poſſeſs. I acknowledge the tranſcendent power 
of this aſſembly; yet, changing the properties of the hu- 
man mind, is one of thoſe things beyond their graſp. 

Mr. Edgeworth, in explanation, ſaid, he objected to the 
principle of oaths in general, becauſe he thought them in- 
ſufficient, and deſtruQive to the morals of the people. The 
collection of the revenue fully evinced the inſufficiency of 
oaths. Did it not exhibit a continued ſcene of perjury and 
depravity of manners? In England no member is admitted 
to his ſeat in the Houſe of Commons, till he takes the qua- 
lification oath, of '690l. a year for counties, and zool. for 
cities and boroughs. But how, ſaid he, is this evaded ? By 
2 colluſive and evaſive bargain. The candidate buys land, 
for which he paſſes a bond with a ſevere penalty, if- he 2885 
not, when the occaſion of TY no longer exifts, give 
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up the land on ae be of his original bond. But  bena-fide 
is ever part of the oath; yet becauſe the frequeney tamili- 


_ ariſes it, men are wont to overlook ſuch obſtacles. Men 


will take it, who would not in their private dealing; 
tell even a lie, to gain any poſſible advantage. All 
the ingenuity of man cannot prevent an , oath from be- 
ing evaded. The preſent oath is very ſtrong, ſo are 
many others, that are evaded. What makes oaths effi- 
cacious, is early impreſſion? When an oath is of quali- 
fication, and. not of conſcience, all ſhame and fear, the 
two great ſanctions of oaths, .vaniſh. _ Gentlemen have 
ſaid, it is cruel to make a poor 40s. freeholder ſwear, and 
let his repreſentative act as he pleaſes, without the forma- 
lity of an oath : but he ſaid, he would take away that too, 
and to ſupply its place, would ſubſtitute regiſtry and reſi- 
dence; then the reſpective friends of the different candi- 
dates, aſſiſted by the records of the county, would take 
care to prevent every one from voting, who was not a real 
elector: The propagation of oaths was the propagation of 
perjury. If the higher ranks of the people had once in- 
troduced a cuſtom of evading them, it would, like every 
other evil cuſtom, deſcend, ſtill corrupting che manners of 
the multitude. Perjury would be introduced into election 
and judicial proceedings: no belief would longer exiſt be- 
| tween man and man, and the bonds of ſociety would be 
relaxed, and fall to the ground. 

Mr. Bous feld ſaid, the multiplication and evaſion of oaths 
was juſtly complained of, and deſerved redreſs, but this 
was not the caſe that delerved it; it was this that would 
remove the ſource from which perjury had flowed, and un- 
leſs removed, would continue to flow into many channels. 
If, ſays he, our lives, if our liberties, if our properties are 
liable to be diſpoſed of by oaths, what objection can be 
made to propoſing them to canditates? The conſtitutions 
of all the countries he was acquainted with, required oaths; 
majeſty itſelf was obliged to ſwear on its aſcenſion to the 
throne : ſurely majeſty deſerved confidence, and ſhould be 
ſuppoſed to poſſeſs as much honour as any private member 
of parliament. It was more becoming and decorous that 
gentlemen, whoſe education had made them acquainted 
with the obligation, ſhould take oaths, than the poor. 494. 
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freeholder, whom ſi ituation, and the conſequent want of 
inſtcuction, precluded from knowing any thing of the mat- | 


ter. If a gentleman attempts to evade his oath, his con- 
ſpicuous ſtation in life would cauſe the fact to be noticed 
the world would deſpiſe him, and his conſtituents would 


cry ſhame at him. If every man in office was obliged to 
take an oath, much more ought the repreſentative of the 


people to take it, In his mind, the moſt irreffagable and 


convincing argument for the adoption of this oath, was, 


that every member of parliament was againſt it. 


Mr. Cullen ſaid—By my conſtituents in the country J al- 


ways heard it ſaid, that an oath, in the preſent ſituation of 
affairs, would be a moſt ſalutary inſtitution. We are all 


agreed, that the moſt corrupt and undue influence is intro- 


duced into the elections of theſe days; we are alſo agreed, 


that every precaution ſhould be taken for our ſecuritF 


againſt this evil. What better ſecurity can we have than 
an oath? Let any gentleman propoſe better, and I will 
give up my opinion and yield to his. On oaths depend every 
thing near and dear to us. Our liberty, our property, nay 
even, our lives. Hence, an oath was always, is, and 
ought to be conſidered as the ſtrongeſt tie, the cement of 
ſociety. The bonds between the conſtituent and conſtitut- 
ed have long been lax and unſure. Let us then apply this 
cement to their nearer approximation. It is equally neceſ- 
ſary, and even more ſo, to place obſtacles in the candi- 


date's way to corruption, than in that of the eleQor. Ano- 


ther great and ſubſtantial advantage that will flow from this 
oath, is, the ſtopping of that ſhameleſs and unconſtitution- 
al traffic of purchaſing ſeats in parliament, which for a ſe- 
ries of years has been, in defiance of law, openly carried 
on in. this country. Oaths are not nugatory, though their 
frequency have rendered them cheap. There is ſtill ſome 
difference between members of parliament and cuſtom- 
houſe officers: they are not yet quite on a level; there- 
fore, arguments drawn from the latter, will not be found 
applicable to the former. Gentlemen had alſo recourſe to 
the Engliſh qualification oath; but it is no more in point 
that the other, for the buyer is bsna fide the proprietor of 
the eſtate, and has the cleareſt and fulleſt right to it. But 
b it evaſion, it does =_ however conſtitute perjury, 
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That wall never ſupport , the gentleman's argument, 2% 
the oath may be fo worded, as to extend to every poſ- 
ſible caſe, and to provide for any latent corruption that 
the mind of man can deviſe. A remedy may be found 
to reach every political diſeaſe, to extend to every jota 
of public venality. Will gentlemen be found fo loſt, 


fo abandoned to every ſenſe of honour, as to take an 


oath, which they know to be falſe, before a gallery 


containing their conſtituents, or at leaſt a part of their con- 


ſtituents, who may be ſhocked at, at the ſame time they 


are convinced of their perjury. Let the Honourable 
Gentleman but judge from the principles he feels within 
his own breaſt, and 1 am convinced he will coincide with 
me in opinion. 

Mr. D'Arcy.— Am I to underſtand, that becauſe oaths 
qa be evaded, there ſhould be no oaths. The ſame 
thing may be ſaid of laws; becauſe laws can be evaded 
there ſhould be no laws. Gentlemen ſay, there will be 
evaſions, but 1 ſay evaſion is e conſtituents 
will think it perjury. 

| When one of thoſe ſagacious gentry goes down to 


the country, to ſolicit another opportunity of exercifing 


his ingenuity at evafion, I, or ſome other honeſt man, 
will touch a neighbour with my elbow, and whiſpering 
Him, while 1 point my finger to my gentleman-evader, 
will ſay, there is a ſcoundrel, he perjured himſelf once, 


don't let him have an opportunity of perjuring himſelf 


again. I apprehend this oath will put a flop to the 


many acts of kindneſs in the country, which are uſually 


exerciſed on the eve of elections. In future if any man 
will apply to a candidate for the loan of a litte money, 
he. will not have it in his power to ſhew his liberality ; 
he will, to be ſure, put him off as gently as poſſible, 
ſaving, my dear friend, you know how much I am your's, 
and that I would willingly oblige you with four or five 
hundred pounds, but for—that damned oath. But notwith- 
ſtanding this inconvenience to many worthy men, I am 
for an alteration in the preſent ſyſtem; as it now ſtands, 
if is the ſmall rogues that take the oaths, and the great 
ones puſh them into it. But they may, to be ſure, ſay 


CONVENTION. 


- 99 
TX 


in their own juſtification, they did not compel theſe petty 
thieves to perjure themſelves, they might have abſtained 


from it if they pleaſed; you might as well murder, a 
. man, and fay, I did no harm becauſe I did not take his 
urſe. We- ought to remove evaſion, this ſource of per- 


jury; becauſe I would propoſe the oath, were I 


ſure ke 


would perjure himſelf, becauſe he would become an 
object of infamy. If a man be criminal, let him be totally 


ſo; I am no advocate for doing things by halves. 


Mr. Day.—l riſe to oppoſe the form and the principles 


of the oath. Every gentleman muſt know. the 
petence of an oath of this kind. Every gentlem 


incom- 
an muſt 


know the inefficacy of its ſanction. Oaths of office are 
become proverbial; every ſucceeding day witneſſes the 


ſucceeding ſcenes of perjury they cauſe. 
flows from them, and they are attended with an 
the firſt magnitude, they keep honeſt men out 
admit knaves into office. 


No one good 


evil of 
of, and 


Mr. B':ſſett, at the ſame time that he ſupported the 
principle of the oath, vindicated the laws of this coun- 


try which made an evaſion direct perjury. 


Mr. Mefſom,—l was convinced of the neceſſity of the 

- oath in the Sub-Committee. I have thought on the ſub- 
Je& ſince, and the more I thought on it, the more was 
I riveted in my opinion. It is to gentlemen whom edu- 
cation has made reſpecters of their oaths, and not to the 

poor illiterate freeholder they ſhould be adminiſtered. In 
this conſiſts the eſſence of ' your Parliamentary Reform. 

Every man allows, that on an election or petition. they 


do things, that on any other occaſion they would 
at. But it would be diſtruſting the members. 


ſhudder 
This is 


an abſurd argument indeed. Does not the King ſwear, 


and yet he is not diſtruſted ? 


Do not the Members of 


Parliament themſelves ſwear when they ſerve on com- 
mittees of controverted elections between individuals ? 


Why not when, the property of millions is at 


ſtake? 


This meaſure will diminiſh perjury, or at leaſt the danger 
of falling into it, as the elector won't have ſo many 
oaths to take. But I ſuppoſe it will be reſiſted, becauie 


it is for the good of Ireland. Poor Ireland, like the good. 
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 Famaritan, has fallen in among thieves. who have been 
long ſtripping, plundering, and leaving her naked. 

Mr. Morris. — The reſolutions already paſſed, ſuffici- 
ently provide for the virtue of the people. This has 
reſpect to the candidates themſelves, as none but honeſt 
men ſhould be choſen. - It is not fair to diſtruſt them, 
or call in the ſtrength of an oath to our aſſiſtance. It 
would be a ftrange language to ſay to a man, though 
you are honeſt, I will not truſt you. The arguments 
drawn from the qualification laws of Great- Britain prove 
nothing, the different circumſtances of the two countries 
demand different regulations. In England they have no 
Parliamentary Reform, as I truſt we will. 

Baron Dillon ſaid, he would give the oath his moſt 

| hearty ſupport, for two reaſons that to him appeared to 
be very cogent. It would be no hardſhip on the candi- 
date, az he would not be compelled to take the oath; 
it was only an option whether he would accept a truſt 
with-a condition annexed, or reject both. Another, and 
no lefs forcible reaſon, was, it would prevent perjuries 
and corruption of morals among the lower claſſes of 
mankind, 
Captain Roche ſaid, that arguments that prove too 
much prove nothing. (Here, in a few words he recapi- 
tulated the arguments uſed on the ſame ſide of the queſ- 
tion.) The compariſon inſtituted between Members of 
Parliament and Cuſtom-Houſe Officers, does not hold. 
The latter are compoſed of the lower claſs of the peo- 
ple, and not ſuppoſed to poſſeſs the nice feelings the 
former ſhould be aQtuated by. A man who breaks an 
\ oath is to be ſtigmatiſed and put in the pillory. When- 
ever the appeal is made to people's oaths, they act bet- 
ter. Though they have no ſenſe of religion, they have 
one of ſhame, and ſhame has ſanctions as ſtrong as either 
the divine or civil law. Evaſion is certainly a breach 
of the oath. 

Mr. Edgeworth, after taking the oath to pieces, and 
criticiſing on it, part by part, moved that the whole be 
expunged, and the following oath, ſubſtituted in its 
room: | Fo” | 


__ ET O:N/V3E;N 71-0 N. 123 
„ do ſwear that I have not, directly, or indirectly, 


made uſe of any corrupt, unconſtitutional, or illegal means 


to obtain a ſeat in Parliament.” 

Mr. Stewart (of Down) ſaid, that by 4 che words 
« And I will not fulfil any promiſes made on my be- 
half.” The amendment thus amended, he thoughts bet- 
ter than the original oath, and would ſupport it. | 

Counſellor B/oſſett ſaid the amendment oralentes them 
with a ſhadow in place of a ſubſtance, Political creeds 
differed. What to one man ſeemed unconſtitutional, might 
to another man appear, highly conſtitutional. A man 
might be indicted of perjury, when he committed a fact 
he thought both legal and conſtitutional. A jury might 
differ with the accuſed in opinion, and find him guilty. 
Here, 'owing to a general term, an innocent man (as 
| ignorance of what was unconſtitutional prohibits guilt) is 
puniſhed; he would therefore be for having the oath in 
terms as ſpecific as poſſible. _ 

After fome converſation, in which Mr. Brownlow, 
Mr: Lyſter, and Mr. Wills ſpoke in fayour; Mr. Hac- 
kett, Mr. Roche, and Mr. Bousfield againſt the amend- 
ment, it was negatived without a diviſion, 

The original reſolution then paſſed without a divi- 
ſion. 

Mr. Roche ibved; that every Proteſtant in poſſeſſion 
of leaſes, originally made for 61 years, or upwards, of 
10/. yearly, and of which 20 years remains unexpired, 
be permitted to vote at elections. This, after a ſhort 
converſation, was carried. 

Ayes, _ _ 59 
| Noes, — — 52 
Mr. Hackett moved, that the reſolution now paſſed 


be inſerted between the 8th and gth reſolution, ſo that 


it ſtand the gth reſolution. 
Agreed to. 
Sir Walter Sinnot moved, that it be a recommendation 
to the ſeveral counties, to aſſemble in their capacity as free- 


A 


holders, and to inſtru their repreſentatives in parliament 


to ſupport the bill for the more equal repreſentation of the 
people, 
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teration in their chim, he recommended moderation, forts 
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Major Moore declared the pleaſüre ke had in ond; 15 


Sir Walter Sinnot, as the reſolution propoſed teſtified the 


conſtitutional purpoſe for which the Convention had met, 
and mult entirely remove any affected ſcruples that parlia- 
ment might have, by ſuppoſing the plan of reform to be 
forced upon them by an armed body, and upon that pre- 
tence for rejecting it. 
Paſſed unanimouſly. = 
ange wean till Monday, 


ERR ES) - 
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EARL CHARLEMONT took the chair, 115 the roll 
being called over, 

Captain More took notice of the reception, their refolu- 
tions received from Parliament; but 

Lord Charlemont obſerved, that it was not orderly to 
tak: notice of any thing which paſſed i in another place. 

Earl of Brifpol ſaid, the moſt proper mode of knowing 
that buſineſs ' was through the. gentlemen commiſſioned to 
move for the. Parliamentary, Reto m. This brought up 

Mr. Flood. Not arrogating to ourſelves the right ot le- 
giſlation, and not having forfeited our franchiſes, and be- 
ing inftrufted by this Aſſembly to move for a bill of reform, 
I went to the Houſe, in full confidence of meeting no oppo- 
fition ; having but a ſimple propoſition to move, I confin- 
ed myſelf to the motion, but I ſoon found a difinclination 
in the Houſe to receive it, not but there were many mem- 
bers who were ready to receive and ſupport i it, but a more 
numerous hoſt roſe up and oppoſed it, on the pretext of 
allowing no ground for intimidation. On this I took the 
meaſure on myſelf, and was ſeconded by two. honourable 
members of this Aſſembly, but in vain—rejeQtion was de- 
termined on, and that in an intemperate and indecent man- 
ner, which I hope will only ſerve to ſtrengthen. your mode- 
ration and your firmneſs. He then mentioned the reſoluti- 
on the Houſe of Commons came to in conſequence of his 


motion. He was ſorry, he ſaid, it fell to his lot to give 


the melancholy relation, but, as the rejection made no al- 


*, and perſeverance, 


— 
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Mr, Brownlow followed Mr. Flood, and recommended 
inſtead of animadverſion on ſuch an act, moderation and 
fmnels. 


Major Moore lamented the ungenerous treatment they 


had experienced, as the repreſentatives of a great and auguſt 
body of people, and that their endeavours to repair the 
wounds of a broken conſtitution ſhould be ſo illiberally 
conſtrued into a fixed deſigu * the dignity of Parlia- 
ment. 

That their ſteady loyalty to his Majeſty ſhould be con- 
ſtrued into diſaffection, their love of their country into a 
deſign to overturn its conſtitution. Had Parliament, after 
unanimouſly paſſing them their thanks in every ſeſſion, juſt 
cauſe to accuſe the Volunteers in the ear of Majeſty. 
Was thus their defence of their country againſt foreign 
foe and domeſtic inſurgent to be rewarded ? His feelings 
were almoſt too ſtrong for utterance—but they were the 
feelings of inſulted worth, not of bitterneſs. The Volunteers 
would diſappoint'the malice of their enemies, and ſmile at 


every attempt to violate a character too ſacred for detrac- 


tion. I hey would ſhew, by moderation, the wiſdom of 
their minds,—by perſeverance the efficacy of their reſolves. 
—o-Let the caſtle ſpy, or prerogative lawyer, hunt for 
confiſcations---our doors are open---the volunteers ſtand 
intrenched in conſcious virtue— 


Juſt are their thonghts, and open are their tempers, 
Still are they found in the fair face of day, 
And heaven and men are judges of their actions. 


He confidered the real enemies of their country, to be 
the mock repreſentatives of the people, who have prevent- 
ed the voice of the people from being heard in Parliament. 
He inſiſted, that the borough-mongers were equally dan- 
gerous to the prerogatives of the ſovereign, as to the liber- 
ties of the people, and that our viceroys were obliged to 
purchaſe their ſupport, by an adoption of their principles. 
He ſaid, that any miniſter who attempted to alienate the 
mind of his Majeſty from his faithful ſubjects of Ireland, 


merited impeachment ; and that he hoped, that the ſeve- 


ral counties would addreſs the Lord Lieutenant, to remove 
from his counſels, all men who dare give advice tending to 
ſo calamitous an iſſue. As the Convention had now diſ- 
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united approbation of the whole kingdom. 
mended coolneſs and perſeverance, and in order to carry in- 


— 


Sauen the great truſt repoſed in them, Ns hoped- they 
would report to their conſtituents, and according to their 


original and uniform deſign, that their proceedings ſhould 


be referred to the ſeveral counties—that it was for this 
purpoſe they had aſſembled.— That Parliament had affect- 
ed to miſtake their intentions, and that the motion, made 
by their reſpectable Delegates in the Houſe of Commons, 


had only a reference to their plan, when ſanctified by the 
He recom- 


to effect the plan of reform agreed Pa, moved the fol- _ 
lowing reſolution : | 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That we cone recommend it to 
the electors of the ſeveral counties of this kingdom to appoint pro- 
per perſons to make a return forthwith of each city, town, bo- 
rough and manor, belonging to their county, which is, by our 
plan, declared td be decayed, to report by what admiſſion of ba- 
rony, or baronies, pariſh or pariſhes, to the right of franchiſe, 
Juch decayed city, town, borough or manor, may beſt be opened, 
in conformity to ſaid plan; and, if in any particular place, a de- 
viation from the general plan ſoould, by local circumſlances, be 
rendered neceſſary, that they do ſpecify theſe local circumſtances, 
with the utmoſt preciſion, together with fuck modes as may appear 
to them to be the fitteſt to be ſubſtituted in the place of the general 
regulation, aſſigning their reaſons for the ſame; but in no caſe 


_ adviſing ſuch deviation, unleſs on the muſt meniſe eſt neceſſity. 


Mr. Flood ſeconded the motion. 

Sir Edward Newenham ſaid, the idea I entertain of my 
delegation is different from thoſe of other gentlemen; Iam 
inſtructed to obtain a plan of reform; how are we to ob- 
tain it—howare we to perfect it--unleſs it be by getting pro- 
per information; and that cannot be obtained, unleſs we lay 
down ſome fixed and ſpecific plan for receiving every uſe- 


ful information; if we do not act upon a regular ſyſtem, 


every county may ſend different plans; and then—we ſhall 
be at ſea again—and muſt again ſend for inſtructions ; which 
will delay us until the end of the ſeſſion of Parliament; 3 1 
think, if I left any matter tending to a reform in an imper- 


fect ſtate, I ſhould betray the truſt repoſed in me : this re- 


ſolution is a leading part of the general plan, therefore I 
vote for it. | | 
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Mr. Hackett ſaid that it was the buſineſs of the 8 


tion to proceed in the reform, until it was rendered as per- 


fect as poſſible— That although Parliament has refuſed to 


receive our plan, we have. not relinquiſhed it That the 
Houſe of Commons may return to its ſenſes—that the phren= 
ſy which azitated it on Saturday may ſubſide—and that 
it may be able to ſee its duty. That many members of the 
Houſe of Commons had expreſſed their ſentiments on dif- 
ferent parts of the plan, and that the whole almoſt was by 
different perſons approved of.—That as the ſenſe of Parlia- 
ment was in ſome meaſure known upon the ſeveral points 
of the reform, a double application to improve the plan 
was neceſſary, and that the information which the reſoluti- 
on required conld not be diſpenſed with. 

Mr. Meade Ogle, and Mr. Day, objected to Mr. Moore” 8 
motion, and were for the rejeQing of it. 

Mr. Edgeworth hoped it would not be haſtily rejected; 
he wiſhed to have this plan compleat, that the electors 
might have a ſpecific object before them; his deſire had 
always been, to unite the voice of the conſtituents with that 
of the armed body of the people; he made no doubt of 
their coinciding with the ſentiments of Convention, and 
hoped that their names would form a roll ſufficient to cover 
the table of the Houſe of Commons. 

Mr. Flood, moved that the reſolution run in the follow- 
ing manner, „That we earneſtly recommend it to the 
electors of the ſeveral counties in this kingdom, to appoint 
proper perſons to make a return forthwith. &c, P—This 
was agreed to. 

Earl Briſtol moved, that the reſolutions entered into by 
the Firſt Ulſter Regiment commanded by Earl Charle- 
mont, on the 20th of December, 1781, reſolutions that 
had been ſanctified by the firſt meeting at Dunganon, be 
now adopted: whoſe ſpirit was then as great as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever ſhall be, world without 
end. 

Mr. Lyſter ſaid, he did not approve of entering into the 
reſolutions—he thought the mode propoſed for ſending 
down the plan of Reform to the different counties would be 


much better to adopt; * he highly reſpected the 
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Right Revd. Prelate and noble Farl, he hoped he would 


not preſs them at this time. 


Mr. Hackett ſupported the Earl of Briſtol; he aid he 
bye the ſpirit of the volunteers was as high 1 now as it was 
two years ago. That gentleman ſaid the objects of their 
aſſociations were accompliſhed ; that he underſtood they 
originally had three objects to proteA, the kingdom from 
foreign invaſion, to ſuppreſs domeſtic. infurgents, and to 
eſtabliſh the rights and liberties of the country: would any 
man ſay that the laſt object was compleated ? He was of 
opinion, that if the ſyſtem of corruption was to be conti- 
nued without interruption, this country would be better un- 
der the dominion of England than in her independent ſtate. 
That the open and avowed controul of the Engliſh miniſ- 
ter was leſs expenſive and leſs injurious to us, than the ſe- 
cret and undermining influence through corruption. That 
when Parliament heretofore acted as it has done now, the 
very reſolutions which the noble Earl offers were the ground 
of the ſubſequent proceedings of the volunteers, and every 
man knows the conſequence, every man wiſhes for ſuch 
conſequences in the preſent caſe, and wherefore ſhould we 
decline taking the ſame ground ?—He ſaid he was afraid 
what ſome people in that afſembly had called moderation 
would carry gentlemen too far. That moderation could 
never be too ſtrongly inculcated : but moderation was not 
paſſive ſubmiſſion and ſervile reſignation; that the wiſdom 
of moderation ought not to be confounded with the baſeneſs 
of timidity or treachery; that the moderation which they 
had occaſion for in the preſent ſituation of affairs, did not 
depend on patience and forbearance. He ſaid he wovld ſup- 
port the reſolutions, becauſe he hoped they would lead the 
nation to what they had led it before upon a ſimilar occa- 
ſion. 

Sir Edward Newenham. It gives me real concern to 
eppoſe the Right Hon. and Right Rev. delegate's motions, 
becauſe I know his virtuous and independent principles; as 
a volunteer, I reverence his ideas; I agree to the facts as 
he ſtates them ; but as I am an advocate for a Reform, I 
would not provide arguments for our enemies, to uſe 
againſt the general cauſe, Let us deſpiſe the malevolence 
and ingratitude of our enemies, and take a proper hour of 


* 
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retaliation ; I earneſtly entreat he will withdraw them. The 
world knows his intentions are for the good of Ireland: he 
is a ſplendid example of Roman virtue; though an Eng- 
liſnman—he 1s an Iriſh Reformer. 

Mr. Edgeworth, after complimenting his lordſhip, ad- 
verted to the Dungannon reſolution that had been quoted, 
and inſiſted, that if it ever had been binding, it muſt con- 
tinue ſo at . without being renewed; he was fully 


aſſured of the ſteadineſs of that aſſembly, and could not 


believe that its ſpirit had diminiſhed from its firſt inſtituti- 
on; their ſituation indeed had changed—for England is at 
peace; time, however, and perſeverance, would accom- 
pliſh their deſire, and if their enemies could not provoke 
them to intemperate reſentment, they would be defeated in 
every other attempt to counteract them. Policy, not paſ- 
ſion, ſhould dictate their reſolutions, and they ſhould wait 
with firmneſs and compoſure for that time and chance, 
which happens as well to nations as to men: 

At the deſire of ſeveral gentlemen, Lord Briftol withdrew 


his motion. 
Mr. Hackett ſaid, that in compliance with the ſenſe of 


the Convention, he would not take notice of what fell from 


individuals in the Houſe of Commons; but that the public 
acts which appeared upon the journals of the Houſe and 
were printed in their votes, were proper ſubjects for the 
conſideration of that aſſembly. That two things had been 
reſolved upon on Saturday night, beſides the denial of 
admiſſion of the bill of reform. One was a declaration 


that the Houſe would ſupport its rights againſt encroach- 


ments; and the other, that an addreſs ſhould be preſented to 
the King, expreſſive of a determination to preſerve the 
Conſtitution inviolate. That he would not ſuppoſe theſe 
reſolutions reſpeRed the Volunteers; that looking back a 
few pages in the Journals, the thanks of Parliament to that 
body were to be found, and that nothing had been done to 
forfeit the high opinion which Parliament entertained of 
their ſervices.— That he would ſuppoſe thoſe reſolutions 


reſpected that encroachment upon, and violation of the 


rights and conſtitution of Parliament, which the Conven- 
tion and the nation complained of the encroachment of 
corrupt influence. That the reſolutions were an admiſſion 


8 2 
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of the neceſſity of the Reform; that he hoped the Volunteers 
would ever be found at the back of Parliament, to ſupport 
its virtuous exertions, and to afford -it protection. That 
the Convention ought to ſtrengthen the reſolutions of 
Parliament, and co-operate in ref. uing it from its ſtate 

. corruption and dependence; that Parliament had net 
been explicit in declaring whence the alarming encroach- 
ments were to be apprehended; but Convention might 
; Jopply that, and not leave the matter to implication. He 
| ſaid he would propoſe two reſolutions in the ſame words of 
thoſe which had paſſed the Houſe of Commons, with an 
addition only of what might explain the cauſe of the ap- 
prehenſions of that Houſe. He then propoſed the follo x- 
ing reſolutions : | 

Reſolved, T hat in our opinion, it is now become indiſpenſe- 
bly neceſſary for the people of this kingdom to declare that they 
will ſupport their own juſt rights and privileges, and conneficd 
with, and inſeparable from, the juſt rights and privileges of bath 
Houſes of Parliament, againſi the encroachment of corrupt influ- 
ence, which is increaſing and ought to be diminiſhed. 

Need, That in our opinion an humble Addreſs ought to be 
preſented to bis Maj , from the peop'e of this kingdom, 4ſ- 
faring him, that 15 enjoy the moſt perfect fatisfaftion and hap- 
Pineſi under his moſt auſpicious government; and that they think 
it incumbent on them at this time to declare, that they are ready 
to ſacrifice their lives and fortunes to deſerve the principles of 
tlie conſtitution inviolate from the groſs abuſes of election and re- 
preſentation. 

Mr. Lyſter was of opinion, that it would be too preci- 
pitate to enter into theſe reſolutions. 

Mr. Edgeworth entreated the Convention to return to 
their reaſon, and not to yield to a ſudden emotion of popu- 
lar applauſe. They ſhould purſue the wiſe and prudent 
line of conduct Which they had marked out for themſelves 
in the morning; that to inſinuate what they might declare, 
was unworthy and unfit for armed men; either they ſhould 
act with hoſtility or not; if they ſhould not, why ſpeak 
obliquely whar it is not prudent to ſpeak at all? They 
had determined upon ſilence, not from fear, but from 
moderation, and whilſt they held that ground, they might 
enſure ſucceſs. The envious intention of their enemies 
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was to provoke them to quit it; and if they did, they would 
loſe every advantage they had gained, for a momentary 
gratification of reſentment, The ſword of Damocles 
ſuſpended over the head of a tyrant, was not an object of 
ſuch terror to his breaſt as the conſciouſneſs of guilt ; that 
aſſembly was conſcious of pure intentions, and Whilſt it 
preſerved the magnanimous diſdain which it had ſhown 
for private apoſtacy and public corruption, it would com- 
mand the reſpect even of its enemies. | | 

Mr. Hackett defended the reſolutions. We are called 
upon to act with ſpirit : theſe reſolutions have been termed 
hoſtile; J admit they are hoſtile, but to whom, to cor- 
ruption and venality ; and with a manly fortitude declared 
he would not withdraw his reſolutions. 

Mr. Flood admitted the principle of the reſolutions, but 
he thought there was too much ingenuity in them. He 
would not conſent that they ſhould be withdrawn; it would 
be unbecoming our dignity to conſent to withdraw them, 
and ſhewing that we acted from a principle of fear. He 
moved that no queſtion be put on theſe reſolutions. 

Mr. Brown/ow, and ſeveral other gentlemen, coincided 
in the principle of the reſolutions, but that it would not be 


adviſeable to paſs them at this time. 
The reſolutions were not withdrawn, but there was no 


queſtion put on them. 

The queſtion -of adjournment, fine die, was moved for 
by Mr Stewart; but ſeveral gentlemen objeQed to this 
mode of concluding the buſineſs, and it was rather haſty 
and indelicate; that two hours to-morrow would put an 
end to the whole, and it might be concluded with that 
ſolemnity that the importance of the meeting required. 

Mr. Stewart inſiſted on the queſtion being put, when 
there were, 

For e in fine die, — 28 
Againſt it, —õö;ͥͤ 

The queſtion was then put for adjourning till to- morrow 

at ten o' clock, and carried in the affirmative. 


 TursDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1783. 


EARL CHARLEMONT having taken the Chair, and 
the roll being called, 8 | 
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Mr. Flad obſerved, that as the Convention had ſtill re- 


_ tained an impreſſion of the conduct of a certain aſſembly 

on its mind, it was neceſſary it ſhould rid itſelf of that 
preſſure. In this country, the conduct of the Volunteers 
did not ſtand in need of any vindication, as their actions 
could ſtand the teſt of the utmoſt ſcrutiny ; but in England 
the caſe might be different where they could have but few 
advocates, and attempts had been already made to miſre- 
preſent their views. For theſe reaſons, he thought it ne- 
ceſſary for the Convention to agree to an addreſs to his 
Majeſty, to remove any ſuſpicion that the royal breaſt might 
entertain of the purity of their intentions. He ſaid, it 
contained the ſubſtance of Mr. Hacket's reſolutions; and 
was free from what had been objected to in them by ſome 
gentlemen; at the ſame time, he ſaid, he hoped Mr. Hacket 
would permit it to ſtand in the place of his reſolutions. 
He then moved the addreſs, the purport of which was, 

T hat his Majeſty's moſt loyal ſubjefts, the delegates of all the 
Volunteers of Ireland, begged leave to approach his Majeſly's 
T hrome with all humility. 

To expreſs their zeal for his Majeſty's perſon, fami'y, and 


government, and their inviolable attachment to the perpetual con- 
neftion of his Majeſty's Crown of this kingdom with that of 


Great Britain. 
To offer to his Majeſty their lives and fortunes in ſupport of 


his Maj eſty's rights, and of the glory and proſperity of the Bri- 


fiſh empire. 
To aſſert, with an humb'e but an honeſt confidence, that the 


Ve Alert f Ireland did, without expence to the public, protect: 
fiis Majeſty's kingdom of Ireland againſt his foreign enemies, 
at a time when the remains of his Maj eſty's forces in this caun- 


try were not adequate to that ſervice. 
To flate that through their means the laws and 1 of Hit 


kingdom had been better executed and maintained, than at æny 
former period within the memory of man. 

And to implore his Maj:ffy, that their humb'e wifh to have 
certain manifeſt perver ſions of the Parliamentary Repreſentations 
of this kingdom, remedied by the Legiſlature in ſome reaſonable 
degree, might not be imputed to any ſpirit of innovation in them, 
but to a ſober and Jaudable deſire to upho'd the conflitution, to 
empirm the ſati abi ion of their fellow ſub j ects, and to io oe 


l ie cordialunion of bath kingdoms. 
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Mr. Hackett ſeconded the motion. He ſaid it con- 
tained the ſubſtance of what he had the honour to offer 
the evening before; and that he would not perliſt in 
urging his reſolutions, if the addreſs ſhould be agreed 
to. | : | 

Sir Edward Newenham ſaid, we have been treated in 
an hoſtile manner—other addreſſes have been paſſed in 
other places, and they may miſrepreſent us; if they do, 
we ought to do away the miſrepreſentation;—his Ma- 
jeſty has ſeen the reſolutions of both Houſes of Parlia- 


ment, in the beginning of this ſeſſion, thanking the 


Volunteers; therefore it will be natural for him to en- 


quire (when he receives the addreſs of the Lords and 
Commons of Saturday laſt,) what is become of my loyal 
ſubjects, the Volunteers? Are they filent, when both 
my faithful Houſes of Parliament think the nation in 
danger? I am for the addreſs as it vindicates my bre- 
_ thren againſt, the unjuſt and malevolent attack made on 
their charaQter. 

Lord Farnham and Mr. O'Hara made ſome objections, 
but they were anſwered by Mr. Flood, Mr. Stewart, 
Lord Briſtol and others. 

Mr. Bagenal begged leave to make a motion, this he 
thought abſolutely neceſſary; he had the authority of the 
great Waſhington for it, whoſe obſervation he would beg 
leave to read firſt. 

„ The militia of this country he conſidered as the 
palladium of our ſociety, and the firſt effectual reſort in 


caſe of hoſtilities; it is eſſential therefore, that the ſame _ 


ſyſtem ſhould pervade the whole, and that the ſame 
ſpecies of arms, accoutrements, & c. ſhould be introduced. 
No one who has not learned it from experience, can 
conceive the difficulty, expence and confuſion which re- 
fult from a contrary ſyſtem, or the vague arrangements 
that hitherto prevailed.” 


He then read this motion “ that the Generals of the 
Volunteer Army be requeſted to give notice what ſort 


of arms and accoutrements they will expect the heavy 


and light horſe, battalion and light infantry ſhould appear 


in, and what plan of review they will adopt for next ſummer. 


Which was not ſeconded. 

On the queſtion being put, the addreſs was agreed to, 
Lord Farnham and Mr. O'Hara only. diſſonting. 
. The following reſolntions were agreed to : 

Reſolved unanimouſly, T hat the neceſſity of a Parliamenta- 
ry Reform is manifeſt, and that we do exhort the nation, by cvery 
conſtitutional effort, to effectuate ſuch reform. 

Reſolved, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Maj e- 
ty from this Convention, as the Delegates of all the Volunteers of 

Ireland, and that Colonel Flood, and the Right Honourable Lieu- 
tenant Colonel William Brown.ow, or cither of them, do preſent 
the ſame. | © 5 

A copy of an addreſs to his majeſty being then produced 
and read, | 

Reſolved, 7 hat ſaid Addreſs be agreed to, and adopted the 


Addreſs of. this Convention. | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, T hat the thanks of this Comvention 


be given to his Excellency Fames Earl of Charlemont, for his 


| eminent ſervices inthe chair. | 
Reſolved unanimouſly, T hat the thanks of this Convention 


be preſented to the Right Honourable Lieutenant Colonel William 
Brownlow, Chairman of the Grand Committee, for his ftrit 
propriety in the chair. | | 8 D 

Reſolved unanimouſly, T hat the thanks of this Convention = 
be preſented ts the Right Honourable Colonel Robert Stewart, 
Chairman of the Sub-Committee, for his ſtrict propriety in the 
chair. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this Convention 
be given to the Earl of Briſtol, for his conſtant attachment to the 
Voluntecrs of Ireland, and his early and decided conduct in fa- 
vour of a Parliamentary Reform. | | 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this Convention 
be given to Colonel Flood. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, T hat the thanks of this Convention 
be given to Fames Dawſon, and-Fohn Talbot Aſhenhurſt, Eſqrs. 


for their faithful and zealous ſervices as Secretaries. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, T hat the thanks of this Comvention 


be given to Henry Gudgeon, Eſq; Adjutant General of Leinſter, 
for his extraordinary pains and attention, during the ſittings of 
this Convention. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this Convention 
be given to the Volunteer Corps of the County and City of Dub- 


— 
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lin, who lined the ſtreets on the 10th day of November, 1183, 
and who have mounted guard during the ſittings of this Conven- 
tion. | | 

' Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this Convention 
be given to the Governors of the Lying-in Hoſpital, for their \ 
politeneſs in granting the uſe of the Rotunda for the ſittings of 
the Cimvention, and then the Convention adjourned ſine die. 


Signed by Order, 


J. T. ASHENHURST, 
James DAws oN, 


Secretaries. 
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T hoſe Members who 1 never took their ſeats in the Convention, are 
in Italics. 


Taus marked * were 1 by illneſs, and could not attend their 
duty in the Convention. 


us marked + oppoſed the Plan of Reform in the enen 
Thus marked | appeared Iuke-warm.in the Convention. 
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for the public benefit. 
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A LIS T OF THE 
| County or ARMAGH. a 
General Earl of Charle- | Lieutenant Colonel Right 


mont, * Hon. William Brownlow, 


Colonel Right Honourable { Lieutenant Colonel Sir Wil. 


liam Synnott, 


Sir Capel Molyneaux, Ba- 
Captain James Dawſon. 


ronet, _ 
County or DERRx. 
Colonel Right Honourable 


Colonel Right Honourable To- Edward Carey, 
mas Conolly, . Ferguſon. 


Captain Leckey, 


, County OF Cavan. 


Captain F. 1 Honourable J. J. Maxwell, 
Lord Farnham +, Captain Henry Clements. 


Country Or Down. 


Colonel Right Honourable J Major Crawford, 
Robert Stewart, Colonel Patrick Savage, 


Captain Mathew Forde, ju- 4 Captain Gawn Hamilton. 
nior, 


i 


CounTY oF FERMANAGH. 


| Jaſon Hazard, Eſq; 


Colonel Irwine, - 
Captain James Armſtrong. 


Col. Sir A Brooke, Bt. | 


Capt. A. C. Hamilton, 


CounTY OF Do xEGALL. 


Col. A. Montgomery, Col. Robert M“ Clintock, 
Col. John Hamilton, Lieutenant Colonel Charles 


Lieut. Col. A. Stewart, Neſpitt. 

| County of MONAGHAN. 
Col. Char. Pow. Leſlie, | Captain William Forſter, 
Colonel Francis Lucas, Captain James Hamilton. 


Col. J. Montgomery, 
County Or 'TYRONE. 
Lieut. Col. Charleton, 


Captain Eccles. 


Colonel Stewart, 
Lt. Col. Montgomery, 
Col. James Alexander, 


D . e 40S 


PROVINCE or CONNAUGHT. 
County of GALWAY. 
Colonel Perſe, | Major William Burke, 
Edmond Kirwan, Eſq; Colonel Walter Lambert. 
Peter D*Arcy, Eſq; | 


 CovunTy Or LIEITRIM. 


Colonel Latouche, Colonel Cullen, 
Colonel T eni ſon, Colonel Crofton. 
Colonel Peyton, 


CouN TY Or Mayo. 


Col. Sir H. L. Bloſſe, Bartt.] Col. Edmond Jordan, 
Col. Dom. G. Browne, Colonel Patrick Randell 
Valentia Blake, Eſq; M Donnell. 


Co uN TY OF RosSCOMMON. 


Colonel Arthur French, Colonel Chriſtopher Lyſter, 


Captain Edward Crofton, Counſellor Dennis Kelly. 
Colonel Maurice Mahon, | 


CouNnTY OF SLIGO. 
Rt. Hon. Gen. Hen. King, | Robert Lyons, Eſq; 
Right Hon. Joſhua Cooper, J Major George Dodwell. 
Colonel O'Hara, + 


CounTY OF THE TOWN OF Garwar. 


Colonel Flood, ** Major Browne, 
Counſellor Bloſſett, Counſellor Martin Kirwan. 
Lieutenant Colonel French, 


PROVINGCE or LEINSTER. 


CounTyY OF CarLow: 


Colonel Rochfort, 
Captain Stewart, 
Reverend Mr. Ryan. 


Colonel Bagenal, 
Lieutenant Col. Sir Charles 
Burton, Bart. 
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CounTY or THE City or Durrix. 
: Colonel Sir Edward Newen- 


ham, Kant. 
Lieutenant Colonel Gray- 
don, | 


Colonel Sir J. A. Johnſton, 
Bart. 


Colonel Sir . 8. Tynte, Br. | 


' COUNTY oF THE Town OF DRoGHEDA. 
Colonel Wm. Meade Ogle, | Colonel H. M. Lyons. 


QukEN's COUNTY.- 


Colonel John Warburton, 
Colonel Joſeph Palmer, 


Colonel Luke Flood, 


County or LouTH. 


Lieutenant Colonel ee 
Lee, 


Major William Sheil, 
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| 8 Cornwall, 


| 


CounTY oF 8 


Captain Warren, 


. * El; 


Colonel Joſeph 88 
Captain Baker, 
Major Verſchoyle. 


Colonel Charles White, 
Captain James Stephens. 


Captain Thomas Read, 
Lieutenant J. Wm. Foſter, 
Captain Zach. Maxwell. 


CounTY OF MrAarTH. 


Colonel Baron Dillon, 
Captain Forbes, : 


Captain Trotter, 


Captain Ruxton. 
Captain Finlay. 


Cob N TY of WickLow. 


Colonel Weſtby, 
Cobonel Hayes, 


Colonel Nixon, 


Colonel Saunders, | 
Colonel the Earl of Aldbo- 
rough. ** 


* or WS TME AT EH. 


ble „ Roch- 
fort, 

Captain Lyons, 

Honourable Captain Moore, 


Lieutenant Colonel William 
Thomas Smyth, 
Colonel Clibborn. & 
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| x County oF KILDARE. | 
John Wolfe, Eſq; Maurice Keating, Eſqz 
Honourable John Bourke, - | Michael Aylmer, Eſq; 
© Richard Neville, Eſq; k 4 | | 


County. or WrxrFoORD. 


General George Ogle, t | Richard Neville, Eſq; 
Sir Veſey Colclough, Bt.#* | Colonel Hatton. 
Lord Viſcount Valentia, 44 . 


CounTY or LoNG FORD. 
R. L. Edgeworth, Eſq; | Colonel Sir William Glea- 


Major Fox, dowe Newcomen, Bart. 
Major Sand ys, x : Colonel Neſbitt. 
| _ Kine's Cour rv. 


General Sir William Par-] Colonel Jonathan Darby, 
ſons, Bart. I Colonel James Francis Rol- 
Colonel John Lloyd, | leſton. 

Colonel C. W. Bury, 


CounTY OF KILKENNY. 


Lieutenant Colonel Knareſ- | Captain Helſham, 
borough, Captain Elliott, 
Major Wemys, I Counſellor Lockington. 


CounTY oF THE CITY oF KILEEN NT. 


Colonel Thomas Butler, ] Lieutenant Colonel Moſſom. 


PROVINCE or MUNSTER. 


CouN TY Or CoRx. | 0 


Right Hon. Lord Kingſbo- 4 Sir Jon Comw. Coltſturſt, 

_ rough, | Bart. A 

Fr. Bernard, Eſq,** Major 'Thomas Fitzgerald. 

Colonel Roche, = | 3 
County or THE CITY OF Cokk. 

Colonel Bousfield, | Richard Fitton, Eſq 

Colonel Bagwell, Colonel R. Longfield. 


Richard Moore, Eſq; 
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| Colonel Prendergaſt, 
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CounTY OF. CLARE. _ 


Colonel Sir H. Dillon Maſ- | Colonel Blood, 
ſey, Bart. | 4 Mayor Stackpole, / 

Colonel Edward Fitzge- | Colonel Francis Macna- 
_ rald, k mara. 


| County OF KERRY. 


22 Sir Barry Denny, | Colonel Gunn, 
Bart. j Robert Day, Eſq; T 


Richard Townſend Herbert, ] Colonel Mahony. 


F g 
| | awry OF. LaKERICE.. - 
e get "Colonel Hugh | Colonel John Fitzgerald, 
Maſley, Major Powell, 
Colonel je hard Bourke, Major Croker. 


County OF THE Ciry OF LIMERICK. 


Colonel Thomas Smyth, | Major Hart, xõ 
Colonel Edmond H. Pery. Henry D'Eſterre, Eſa; 


'Co UNTY oF 'TIPPERARY. 


Thomas Hackett, Eſq; Colonel Sir William Barker, | 
Colonel Daniel Toler, n Fr | 
Major Edward Moore, | 


 CounTY OF Wanmirene, 5 
S. J. Newport, Eſq; 


"Mp Congreve, Eſq; 
John. Kaine, Eſq; 


Sir Richard Muſgrave, 
Thomas Chriſtmaſs, Eſq; 


CovunTY or Tux CiTY oF WATFRFORD. 
Captain Rob. 8. Carew, Counſellor William Morris, 


Captain H. Alcock, I Captain Dobbyn. 
Rl OR, | 


BOROUGH-REPRESENTATION 


LN KAR -L:AM 


Choy or ANTRIM 


8 110,920 inhabitants, 3 500 whereof ars eos 
with five boroughs, vis. 

Antrim, contains 1500 inhabitants; the right of ſuffrage or re- 
turn of members is veſted in the Proteſtant, inhabitants at large, 
commonly called Potwalloppers, at preſent about TOs he 
Earl of Maſſerine Proprietor of the Soil. 

Belſaſt, 15000 inhabitants; the electors conſiſt of a Sovereign 
and 12 Burgeſſes, 5 of whom only are reſident.— "The: Exel of 
p Donegall Patron. 

Lifburn, 2500 inhabitants. — Electors, the Proteſtant inbiabitants 


at large, or Potwalloppers, conſiſting of about 400. N Earl 


of Hertford Proprietor of the Soil. 
Kandalſtoꝛon, 500 inhabitants. —EleQon, the Proteſtant inha- 
bitants at large, or Potwalloppers, about 80,—The Ri of Hon. 
Jp O'Neill Proprietor of the Soil. | 

unty of the Town of Carrickfergus 3225 inhabitants. egen, 
oo, being the Freemen and Freeholders; and moſt of the inhabi- 
tants are jp koh free when at age——ÞProprietor of the Soil the Earl 
of Donegall. 
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STATE OP THE 


County or 1 | 


„Ce 84000 inhabitants, 2490: whereof are clefors, with 
3 boroughs, is. | 

Armagh contains 515 families; eleQors, a Sovereign and 12 
Burgeiſes His Grace the Primate, Patron. 

Char lemon contaihs 90 families; electors a Portrie ve ond 12 
Burgeſſes ——His Excellency General Earl Charlemont, Patron, 
who facrificed his claim of PE at the ſhrine of public free- 
dom in Convention. 


| Count oy Carlow | 
Contains 34,176 inhabitants, and two boroughs, viz. 
Carlow, about 4000 inhabitants; electors, a Sovereign and 12 
Burgeſſes.— — William Button, Fig; Patron. 


Old Leigblin; electors a Bailiff and 12 Burgeſſes, al Clergy- 
men and non-reſidents. The fans of 88 and Ferns, 


Patron. 


8 TY OF 8 


Contains 68,000 inhabitants, 1850 whereof are Freeholders, 


with 2 boroughs, namely, 
Belturbet contains about $00 inhabitants; relectors, a Provoſt | 
and 12 Burgeſſes, very few of which are reſidents —Lord Bel- 
more, Patron. | 
N. B. This claim of patronage was s lately purchaſed from the 
Earl of Laneſborough for 8700l. and at another ſale is ſaid to have 
brought 11,0001. | 
Cava 700 inhabitants; n a Sovereign, 12 Burgafſes 


and honorary Freemen; very few reſidents.—The Clements and 


EC Patrons, 


. " County or CLaxe 
" Contains 66,000 inhabitants, 1000 whereof are Preakajders | 


and 848 polled at laſt election; with one borough, vis. 


. Ennis, about 7000 inhabitants; electors, a Provaſt and 12 Bur- 
geſſes, —Patrons, Lord Conyngham and Sir Lucius O'Brien 

a; venal and retten borough, having been ſold in the laſt and * 
1 


Prouty or 1 


Contains 250, 000 inhabitants, near 3000 whereof are Free- 


holders, With 11 boroughs, ers. - 
Youghall has a Mayor, 2 Burgeſſes, and Freemen, moſt 


of the latter reſi n f in 7 66 miles from Voughall. No 
a 


Freemen have been latterly made. The Mayor and majority of 
the Burgeſſes who elect, are under the influence of Lord Shan- 


non, 


/ 
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 Cafile-Martyr, a very ſmall town; electors, a Portrieve and 12 


Burgeſſes, moſtly non-reſidents. —Proprietor- of the Soil and Pa- 
tron Lord Shannon. 83 | | 


Miadleton, a very ſmall town; electors, a Portrieve and 132 


Burgeſſes, 7 whereof are only extant, —Proprietor of the Soil and 
Patron, Lord Viſcount Middleton. | e 
Rathcormuckh, a very ſmall town ;  eleAors, the Proteſtant inha- 
bitants at large, 7 whereof only voted on laſt election, except 
thoſe reſident in one ſtreet lying in its center, which, by a former 
Parliament, was voted out of the town, but in defiance of which 
vote, the ſaid ſtreet maintains its ſituation, though it could not its 
privileges. | 1,45; 241 BEM ER 
Malloꝛo ; eleftors the Freeholders of the manor, containing 
about 2000 acres, but moſt of the voters reſide within the town; 
the property of the ſoil in various hands. — Principal Patrons, the 
Jephſon Family, | „ 
Doneraile; electors the meſne Freeholders of the manor, con- 
taining about 2000 acres—Proprietor of the Soil and Patron, Lord 
Doneraile. Set 


Charleville, a large and populous town; but none of the inha- | 


bitants permitted to vote; electors were formerly a Sovereign, 12 
Burgeſſes and Freemen, but there are naw only five Burgeſſes in 
being, which conſtitute the voters.—Patron was Earl of Cork, 
but the claim of patronage or nomination is ſaid to have been late- 
ly fold to Lord Shannon. | | 8935 f 
- Minſale, a ſea- port town; electors, a Provoſt, 12 Burgeſſes and 
Freemen, moſt of whom reſide in the Province of Ulſter the Pa- 
tron being Lord Clifford. | : EE ES. 
Banden-bridge, about 7000 inhabitants; electors, a Sovereign, 
12 Burgeſſes, 12 Common-council, and about 50 Freemen, 
Patrons, the Duke of Devonſhire and Mr. Bernard, which lat- 
ter ſacrificed his claim at the altar of public freedom in Conven- 
wa: LS! 3 | 
Clughnakilty ; electors, Burgeſſes and Freemen, five whereof 
only voted at laſt election. Froprietor of the, Soil and Patron, 
Lord Shannon. | | ETA ED 
© Baltimore, a very ſmall poor town; electors, Proteſtant inhabi- 
tants at large, commonly called Potwalloppers, being tenants 
at will, and the laſt election being a conteſted one, only eleven 
voted, —Proprietor of the Soil and Patron, Sir John Freke, Bart. 
There was formerly a charter to this borough, which the late Sir 
John Freke deſtroyed. $ 155 4 
County of the City of Cork, which as to extent is a circle, the 
diameter whereof is ſix miles, conſequently the circumference 18 
miles. The franchiſe of returning members to Parliament is vetted 
in the Freemen and Freeholders, - Every eldeſt fon. of a freeman 


\ 


is entitled to his freedom on attaining the age of twenty · one years. 
| U | 


2 


Every perſon who has ſerved {even years to a freeman is alſo eu- 
titled. There is veſted in a particular body of men, called the 
Common-council, a right of originating all orders for making new 
1 freemen, but ſuch order is net concluſive until approved of. by 
the Freemen in a Court of D'Oyer Hundred; however the Com- 
mon- council evade this reference to a Court of D*Oyer Hundred, 
under colour of a bye-law, and claim a right, which they con- 
ſtantly exerciſe, of admitting to the freedom of the city without 
the approbation of this court, every man who is an Eſquire, b 
which mode of admiſſion ſeveral perſons, not reſident, exerciſe 
the franchiſe of voting for Members of Parliament. 85 
The number of freemen and freeholders who voted on the 
laſt election were near 1200, and the number of the inhabitants 
. are at leaſt 100, 8 ũ˖ .. $3 2 


Coux TY or DonecalL 4 
Cantains 66,720 inhabitants, 2500 whereof are electors; and 
the following five boroughs: 9 7 2 
St. Fobn/tzwn, 150 inhabitants; electors a Provoſt and twelve 
Burgeſſes, all non-reſidents. — Patron Lord Clonmore. 

.. Lifford,. 200/1nhalutants; electors, a Provoſt and twelve Bur- 
geſſes, all non-refidents, except one who is a publican, —Patron, 
e, nyt gf. „ „ | 

Donegall, zoo inhabitants; electors, a Frovoſt and twelve Bur- 
geſſes, all non-reſidents, except one. Patron, Lord Arran. 
. Ballyſt aunon, 700 inhabitants; electors, a Provoſt and twelve 
Burgeſſes, all non-refidents,' except. one, — Patron, Right Hon. 
Thomas Conolly. | 


— 


LKillybegs, zoo inhabitants; electors, a Provoſt and twelve 
Burgeſſes, all non-reſidents.— Patron, Right Hon. William Burton 
Conyngham. | 7 Hh 
. County or Down. | 

Contains 27,367 houſes; its inhabitants, allowing 5 to each 
houſe, 136,835; eleQors at preſent regiſtered 6000, but will 
' ſhortly increaſe very conſiderably ;—has the following ſix bo- 
'roughs : 3 3 | . 
Bangor, about 500 inhabitants; electors, a Provoſt and twelve 
Burgeſſes, moſtly non-reſidents. Proprietors of the Soil Lord | 
| Hapgor and Mr. Ward, ——Patrons, Lord Bangor and the Carrick 
Family. 5 75 | | 
| Deadavich, 3000 inhabitants; eleQors, the Proteſtant inha- 
'  bitants at large, or Potwalloppers, about 250.—Proprietor of the 
Soil and Patron, Eord Clifford. h | | | 
Hillſberaugh, about 700 inhabitants; electors, a Provoſt and 
twelve Burgeſſes,—Proprietor of the Soil and Patron, Lord Hillt- 
_ borough. | 8 | | 


— 


” 


7 „ | 5 : | 
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, Nequry, inhabitants about 10,900 ; electors, the Proteſtant \ 
inhabitants at large, or Potwalloppers, being between 600 and 
700. -The Proprietors of the Soi, Mr. Needham and Lord Hillt- 
borough.—The Seneſchal of the Manor holds the election. * 
Klilleleigb, very few inhabitants; electors, a Provoſt and twelve 
Burgeſſes, moſtly non-refidents.—Proprietors of the Soil Sir John 
Blackwood and Mr. Hamilton. — Patron, Sir John Blackwood. | 
M̃isototon-Ardi, about 1500 inhabitants; eleQors, a Provoſt and — 
twelve Burgeſſes, all non-reſidents except the Provoſt, —Proprie- 0 
tor of the oil Mr. Stewart. — Patron, Mr. Ponſonby. | | 
- - -- County of the Town of Drogheda, a large and populous town : 
the electors are the Freemen and Freeholders, conſiſting of about N 
Sanne e | 
54 5 County or DusLiN . | 5 | 
Contains about 56, 800 inhabitants, 1200 of whom are Free- = 
. holders,. and the following boroughs, N. B. The commiſ- | il 
. fioners of the revenue have a very great ſhare of influence in | tg 
this county, on account of the many revenue officers they oblige [ 
to obtain-freeholds.. I RY IT. | | i 
- Swords, governed by a Portrieve, who js the returning officer; 
the eleQtors the Proteſtant inhabitants at large, or Potwalloppers, 
about 160. The elections in this town afford ſcenes of the greateſt 
corruption; the barony well inhabited by perſons; of independent 
properties, and Mr, Beresford's influence (a commiſſioner of the 
revenue) generally prevails. 33 
Newt a ſmall town; electors, a Portrieve and twelve Bur- 
geſſes, for the moſt part non-reſidents. The inhabitants have a | 
right to make freemen, which is not exerciſed —Patron, J. La- | | 
touche, Eſq. The barony well inhabited by perſons of indepen- ; 
dent properties, ; 1 50 
_ . Univerſity of Dublin; electors, 70 Scholars and 22 Fellows, in 
all 92, who cannot be corrupted, even by the preſent Provoſt. ; 
Dublin, about 300,009 inhabitants; electors the Freemen and | 
- Freeholders about 4000—a free city. The board of 24 aldermen, | | 
who were in general very corrupt, having made ſeveral attempts = 
to impoſe the members, but were ſucceſsfully oppoſed by the ſpi- 3 
rit of the independent citizens, * I 


CounTyY or FERMANAGH j 


Contains about 3e,000 inhabitants, 2537 whereof polled as 
Freeholders on laſt election; has but one borough, namely, 

Inniſkillen, inhabitants about 1000 ;z the corporation conſiſts of 
14 Burgeſſes, a Provoſt, a Recorder, and an unlimited number of 
Freemen, who have Hates in themſelves that go to repair the mar- 
ket-houſe, pave the ſtreets, &c. but theſe freemen are not permit- 
ted to vote; and only two of the burgeſſes and the provoſt relide 
in the town, | 
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this fown, which is in every other reſpect truly RAIN 


Under the influence of— 


„* STATE OF THE 


CounTy or Gu 


2 67 RI 166,249 inhabitants, about 700 ria are eden, ; 


"and the three following boroughs : 9 
Tuam, 3150 inhabitants; electors, a Sovereign and 12 Bur- 


2 venal and rotten borough _ the patronage of Mr. 


Ingham. 
Athenry, 380 inhabitants ; electors, a x cg 12 Burgeſſe:, 


the Freemen and Freeholders, but there are not now [more than 
two freemen or freeholders, and but one of the burgeſſes is reſi- 


dent —a very rotten borough under the patronage of Mr. Blake- 
ney. - 

County of the Town of Galway. 12,600 inhabitants 1 ele core, 
the Mayor, Sheriffs, 101 Burgeſſ. 8, 40 Freeholders, 295 Freemea 
admitted by the mayor on the late election; alſo 130 under the 
charter of 29 Car. II. the new rules und the act of '4th Geo. I, 

commonly known by the dame of he Gakvay' Ad Men. The 
influence of Denis Daly, of Dunſandle, and Denis Bowes Dal), 
Eſq; has latterly became ſo great as to give them a patronage over 


County or KART e 
Contains about 75,000 inhabitants, 100⁰ whereof a are edits; 


and the three following boroughs : - 


Ardfert, à borough by preſcription, not 100 indabioghts z clec- 


tors,,a Portrieve, 12 Burgeſſes and honorary Freemen, in all at 


preſent 18. —The Proprietor of the Soil and Patron, Lord Glan- 


dore. 
Dingle, an antient borough by oer se, but acce ted 2 char- 


ter from James I. 800 inhabitants; eleQors, under that charter, 


a Sovereign, 12 Burgeſſes and honorary Freemen, in the whole 
at preſent 50, two of whom are only reſident in the town, and 
not more than ten in the county. The Proprietor of the Soil and 


Patron, Mr. Townſhend. 


Tralee, above 1200 inhabitants ; electors a Provoſt dad twelve 


| Burgeſſes.—Propriecor of the Soil and Patron Sir Barry Denny, 


Bart. i 
N. B. This town never ſent Member to Parliament until it 


Was incorporated by a charter of James I. 


"Country or Kitvare FA 


Contains 49,96 68 inhabitants, and the loving four boroughs : 
e 


Athy, goo inhabitants; electors, a few Burgeiſes and Fremen: 
oor 1 Duke of Leinſter. |, 


Harriflown, totally uninhabited z electors, a few Burgeſſes and 
1 Officer, all of courle, not reſidents.— Fatroi, Duke of 
inſter. | 


_ — 


4 
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Kildare, 600 inhabitants; electors, twelve Burgeſſes, 2 re- 


turning Officer, and a few Freemen,, under the fame, 


Patron, Duke of Leinſter. 

Naas, 1100 inhabitants; electors a few Burgeſſes and On, 
under the rafta&nce of Patron, Lord Mayo. 

55 County of KitxenNY 

Contains 86,574 inhabitants, 1050 whereof are eleQors, and 


the following five Boroughs : 


Themaftown, 1000 inhabitants; electors, a Sovereign, Recorder, 
and two Portrieves, the number of Freemen or Burgeſſes (if any) 
not known: a venal rotten Borough, under the immediate 1 In- 
fluence of Patron Lord Clifden. 

Gowran,: 780 inhabitants; electors, a Portrieve, Recorder; and 
Town Clerk, the number of Freemen and Burgeſſes (if any) not 
known: a venal rotten borough, under the influence vt=———Patron 
Lord Clifden. 

Enni ſtionge, 500 inhabitants; electors, a govereign and 12 Bur- 

geſſes- atrons repreſentatives of William Tighe, Eſqʒ 

Kmnocktopher, 200 inhabitants 3 right of election in the Proteſtant 


inhabitants at large or Potwollopers, but only one is allowed the 


privilege to vote Patron, Sir Hercules Langriſhe, Bart. 
Callan, 1 500 inhabitants z electors cannot at preſent be aſcer- 
tained, of the-conſtitution of the borough, the patronage having 


been long i in diſpute between Henry Flood, Eſq; and the family 


of the Agars. 

County of the City o of Killeny, 13855 inhabitants; eleQors, by 
the old charter, conſiſt of a Mayor, 2 Sheriffs, 18 Aldermen, and 
the Commons at large; but by, a by-law, the Mayor, 2 Sheriffs, 
18 Aldermen, and 36 of the Commons, are conſtituted to do 


all corporate acts, whereby leading men, by undue influence 


over the majority of the above-mentioned number, and _ 
advantage he faid bye-law, have transferred the power o 
electing ber to /trangers and occaſional Freemen ; there appear- 
ing on the Book Liſts of Preemen to the amount of Fowrrzen 
Hundred, of whom "Two Hundred only are reſidents and Free- 
holders. This city alſo contains 

St. Caniice, alias lriſbtown 3000 inhabitants; a borough by 
8 dane" for the moſt part held under Biſhops 

ſes. EleQors, a Portrieve, 12 Burgeſſes and Freemen. The 
freeholders or inhabitants 'are not permitted to vote, and no 
burgeſſes or freemen are made but he h as are nominated and 


approved of bis ex. Brſhop of Offory. 


| . Kinc's County 
© Contains 48,000 inhabirants, goo whereof are elector and 
two horoughs. 


EEC 


Freemen, under influence of— 
Denis Bowes Daly, Eſq; ' 


all non- reſidents, ſave the Mayor 


Banag ber . e 6 12 Burgeſſes and very. few 
Froprietor of the Soil and Fatron, 


Pbilliploum; electors, a Sovereign, 12 Burgeſſes pie a few 
F reemen, . who are made by the Sovereign and Burgeſſes Pro- 


prietors of the Soil, L er and Moleſworth——Patron 


.ord Belvedere. "IS | 
County or LzITRIũ 
8 35,280 inhabitants, 1096 whereof are dlefons, and : 


the two following boroughs : : 


Carrick-on-Shannon, 400 inhabitants; eleQtors, | 13: . Burgeſſes, 5 
all non-reſidents, and who ſupply, their own vacancies 
Proprietor of the Soil, Colonel St. Gorgorer Patrons, Lord 


Leitrim. 


N. B. There were Freemen by the Charter, but none of whom 


Are now extant. 


Jameſtown, a wretched 3 village, former y a town; 
ele tors, 13 Burgeſſes, only ane reſident rietor of the 
Soil, Lord Mountrath Patrons, Gilbert Ting, o Charleſtown, 


and John mw of Foſbane, Co. Roſcommon, Eq; 


Cour v or Linzxicx 
Contains 120,000 inhabitants, 1500 whereof are electors, 26d 


| 15 two 8 venal and rotten boroughs. 


Aſtealon; electors, a Sovereign and 12 Burgeſſes Patrone, 


Lord Carrick, and the Honqurable Hugh Maſſey, which latter 


facrificed his, private intereſt on the altar of public. liberty, in 


1 the Conveation. 


Kilmalleck ;, electors, a Sovereign and 12 Burgeſſes Patron, 
Right Honourable Silver Oliver. | 
Caunty ei, the City of Limericl, above 49,000 inhabitants 3 elec- 
tors the Freeholders and Freemen, amounting to many hundreds z 
the Freemen .are admitted by the Mayor and Common Council, 


counting of a great number of Aldermen and Burgeſſes. 


-CounNTY or LonboxbzRRT 


Contains 99. ooo inhabitants, and the following boroughs: 1 
Coleraine; electors, a Mayor, 12 Aldermen and 24 Burgeſſes, 
Patrons Earl of Tyrone | 


and Right Honourable Richard Jackſon. | 
City of Londonderry, electors, 700,. conſiſting of a Mayor, Al- 
dermen, Common Council, and Freemen, the latter moſtly ab- 
tentecs, and made by corporation. 
Newtown-Limavady, a venal and rotten borough z electors, 12 
Burgeſſes and a returning Officer, all non-reſidents, . under the di- 


rect influence os eta Right Hon. Thomas — 


| 


BOROUGH-REPRESENTATION. us 


Contains 40,000 inhabitants, 700 whereof are electors, and four 
Boroughs. Vs, | 22 
Longford, eleQors, a Sovereign, Burgeſſes and Freemen; the 
freedom nearly extinct, and burgeſſes non-reſidents; a venal bo- 
rough, entirely at the diſpoſal 3 Lord Longford. 

Lane ſborough, electors, a few Burgeſſes, moſtly non-reſidents, 
a venal borough, under the controul of Patron, Mr. Dillon of 
Clanbrook. _ 53 ET, 
Granard, a Manor, the electors, about 50 Freemen and Free- 


holders; a venal borough, under controul of—Proprietors of the 


Soil and Patrons, Mr. Greville and Mrs. M*Cartney. 

St. Fohnſtown, eleQors, the Burgeſſes, all non-reſidents, and 
Freemen, moſtly decayed ; a venal borough, at the abſolute diſpo- 
poſal of—Patron, Lord Granard. Woe 1 


Cos N TY Or Low ITA 


Contains 46, 446 inhabitants, and the following four bo- 
Toughs : 15 | 2 
: Dundalk, 5000 inhabitants; electors, 16 Burgeſſes and 7 
Freemen, 106 whereof are diſputed with Earl Clanbraſſil, who 
claims the patronage by the remaining 616 electors, who are ſtrug- 
pling for their with-held franchiſes, 

Dunleer, 400 inhabitants; ele&ors, a Portrieve, 12 Burgeſſes 
and about 30 Freemen, under the influence of—Patrons, Right 
Hon. John Foſter, and Henry Coddington, Eſq. | 
Adee, 2500 inhabitants; electors, aPortrieve, - 24 Burgeſſes, 
and above 855 Freemen and Common Council. This borough of- 
ten conteſted, but the patronage now pretty well eſtabliſhed in 

John and Charles Ruxton, Etqrs. : 
Carlingford, 1200 inhabitants; electors, a Portrieve, 12 Bur- 

geſſes, and ſome Freemen and Common Council, pretty ſimilar to 

Ardee,—Patrons, Robert Roſs and Roſs Moore, Eſqrs. | 


CouN TY oe Mayo 


* 


Contains 120,084 inhabitants, 1000 whereof are electors, and 


one borough. | 


Caſtlebar, 42 30 inhabitants; eleQors, a Portrieve and 12 Bur- 
ſſes, all non reſidents.— Proprietor of the Soil and Patron, Lord 


ucan. — | F 
: CounTyY or Meartu 


Contains 46,900 inhabitants, 1200 whereof are electors, and 6 


; 2 


Couxry or LoN ORD : 1 £ 


>. 


mw RAE STATE OF 


— Trim, 2000 inhabitants; eleQors, a Soyereign, twelve Bur 
efſes, and about 300 Freemen, under the direct influence of. 
atron, Lord Mornington. | 5 
| Arhboy, 1200 inhabitants; a manor town, the property of Lord 
Danley z the tenants of the manor only have votes, and the Darn- 
ley family always appoint the Returning Officer; a venal bo- 
rough, although Sir B. Chapman claims fome ſhare in the nomi- 
nation. 8 
Felis, 2500 inhabitants; electors, a Sovereign, a few Bur- 
geſſes and Freemen, the whole very ſmall, under the immediate 
direction of Proprietor of the Soil and Patron, Lord Bec - 
1 . 7 
; Navan, 2500 jnhabjtants z eleftors, a Portrieve, 12 Burgeſſes 
and-60 or 70 Freemen, nine whereof only polled on laſt election. 
—oPatrons, Lord Ludlow, and Mr. Preſton of Ballinter. 
Ratoath, 400 inhabitants; electors, Freeholders of the manor, 
1 Patron, and principal Proprietor of the Soil, Gorges Lowther 
1 ' | | | 
| Duleek, electors, a Poxtrieve, Burgeſſes, and Freemen; in all 
not thirteen, and hone of which refide in either that town or coun- 
1 a venal rotten borough.— Proprietor of the Soil, Thomas 
Trotter, Eſq ; but. Patron, Abel Ram, Eg. © | | 
7 40 CounTy or MonacHay 


* 


: 


« Contains 99,225 inhabitants, a conſiderable number whereof 
are eleQors, and one borough. | | 
Managban, 1975 inhabitants; electors, a Provoſt who refidey, 


and 12 Burgeſſes, all non-refidents z a venal borough——Patrons, 
Lord Clermont and Lady Blayney. CM FOTO 
| Queey's County | 
Contains 99,000 inhabitants, 1400 whereof are electots, and 
three boreughs. | | ES: 
"'HBallinakill, 1200 inhabitants; eleRors, 12 Burgeſſes, two of 
whom are reſidents; there are alſo a few Freemen ſtill extant, who 
are entitled but not permitted to vote,—Proprietor of the Soil Lord 
Stanhope. Patron, Lord Drogheda. | 
” Pertarlingtin, 3000 inhabitants; eleQors, 12 Burgeſſes, a Re- 
turajpg Officer, and about 50 Freemen moſtly non-rehdents.—— 
Proprietor and Patron, Lord Carlow. | 5 
Maryborougb, 1200 inhabitants; electors, a Mayor, two Bai- 
liffs, 12 Burgeſſes, and about 350 Freemen moſtly non-reſidents, 
and under the influence o Patrons, the Revd. Dean Coote and 
Sir John Parnell, Bart. FP | 2 
Pe CounTy or Roscommon 5 
Contains 40, ooo inhabitants, and the three following bo- 
roughs : 


— 


BOROUGH-REPRESENTATION. - gs 


; Boyle, inhabitants above 2000; ele ctors, a Burgo-maſter and 
12 Burgeſſes, moſtly non-reſidents .—[ roprietor of the Soil and rr 


tron, Lord Kingſton. 
Roſcommon, 350 inhabitants; electors, a Sovereign, and 12 Dar. 


elſes. 
ngham. 

Tulſt, 11 inhabitants; electors a Sovereign, and 12 Burgeſſes, 
all non- reſidents.— Proprietor of the Soil, Mr, Foxlane ee 
neſs, Mrs. Walcott. 

Cour of SL1iGo 


Contains 36,900 inhabitants, and one borough, namely, 
Sligo, 7000 inhabitants; electors, a Provoſt and 12 Burgetfes 3 
a rotten and venal borough, under the ſole direction dy 


tron, Owen Wynne, Eſq. 


Cones or TieerRanRy 


Contains 119,706 inhabitants, and three boroughs, namely, | 
 _ Cabell, an ancient city; electors, a Mayor, 17 Aldermen, and 
between 70 and 80 Freemen, all under the immediate controul of 
: karton, Mr. Penefather. 

Clonmell, a large and populous town electors, a Mayor, Re- 
corder, Town-Clerk, 19 Burgeſſes, and 72 Freemen, moſtly non- 
refidents.— Patrons, Lok Mountcaſhell, and ſome of the 


Moores. 


Feathard, electors, a Returning Officer, 12 Burgeſſes, and goo 


Freemen, moſtly non-reſidents, ——Patrons, Meſſrs. Barton _ 
O'Callaghan, 


Covnry or TyxoNE 


bete about 122,612 inhabitants, 3000 whereof are Free- 
wo and four boroughs, to wit, 


Copiers an ancient city; the right of election ſuppoſed to be 


in, and is claimed by the Proteſtant Inhabitants at large 
but the Biſhop of Clogher claims a patronage, and by his influence 
and election manceuvres, always returns the members. 

Dungannen, although the choſen ſeat of Fxzzpom, yet, as to 
the return for members to ſerve in Parliament, is a venal, corrupt 
and rotten borough z the electors, a Returning Officer, and 12 Bur- 
geſſes, nominated by Patron, Lord Welles. 

Strabane, eleQors, a Provoſt, and 12 Burgeſſes; a venal bo- 
rough, governed by Proprietor of the Soil and——Patrons Lord 
| Abercron, | 
' Augher, electors, a Provoſt and 12 Burgeſſes. paw Meſſis. 
Mcoutray, and Richardſon. | 


County or WATIRTOAD 


Contains about 52,000 inhabitants, 500 whereof are eleGors, 


A and four boroughs, 


X 2 


Proprietots and Patrons, Lord Maldon, and Mrs. Wal- 


3 ; 
. 
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= RE SsTATE OF 


5 b Tallagb, had a charter for a Sovereign, Recorder, and 24 Bur- 
geſſes, loth James I. by which, the liberties were extended a 
mile and a half round the church every way; the corporation is 


* 


long gone into diſuſe, though it is by this charter the right of ſend- 


ing repreſentatives is given; it is a manor, the eleQtors Potwallop- 


3 and before the deciſion of the Houſe of Coinmons, Free- 
olders within the manor exerciſed right of ſuffrage—on the laſt 
election, which was conteſted, 96 electors vated. The Seneſ- 
chal of the manor, appointed by the Duke of Devonſhire, is a Re- 
turning Officer. Inhabitants above 1000—ſuppoſed Patron, Lord 


x Sh annou. ; 


Liſmnore, is a manor z number of electors, ſuppoſed to be about 
50, but not conteſted theſe very many years; right of election in 
Potwalloppers and Freeholders within the manor z, number of inha- 
bitants above 600; Seneſchal of the manor appointed by the Duke 
of Devonſhire, is Returning Officer, and fame man is Seneſchal 
_ Liſmore and Tallagh.——Suppoſecd Patron, Duke of Devon- 
{hire, a | 
Dungarvan, is a manor; had a Sovereign, Recorder and 12 
Burgeſſes, yearly choſen by charter, James I. but diſuſed; right 
of election in Potwalloppers and Freeholders of the manor—in all 
about 120; number of inhabitants about 2000; the ſene ſchal 
appointed by the Duke of Devonſhire, is Returning Officer 
duppoſed Patron, Lord Tyrone. | 11 

County of the City of Waterford, 40, ooo inhabitants; electors, 
1000, being Freemen and Freeholders; one half of whom are 


foreigners; their Charter under Car, II; the Corporation, 17 
Aldermen, out of whom a Mayor is choſen, and 23 Aſſiſtants or 


Common Council, out of whom two Sheriffs are choſen; the 
Corporation exerciſes a power of making Freemen at will: by 
the Charter, all Sons, Sons-in-law, and Apptentices of Freemen, 
are entitled to theit freedom, and the uſage ſupports the Charter. 
The liberties of the City extend in length about 5 miles, in bteadth 
about 4 miles; a large part of the property of the Soil is in the 
Corporation, which ſets for terms of 999 years. 
CounTyY of WESTMEATH 


Contains 70350 inhabitants, 1120 whereof are electors, and 
four boroughs. GREY 45 

Athlone, a large town; eleQors, a Sovereign, Burgeſſes and 
Freemen, in all between 400 and 500, under the influence of 
Patrons, Sir Richard St. George, and Dean Handcock. | 
- + Fore, a venal rotten borough ; electors, a Returning Officer, and 
12 Burgeſſes, under the abſolute direction of——Patron, Lord 


Weſtmeath. 


Kilbeggan, a venal rotten borough z electors, a returning Off- 
cer, and «2 Burgeſſis, under command o Patron, Charles 
Lambert, Eſq; ron 1051 as 


BOR OUGH-REPRESENTATION. 43 


:- Mullingar, a large town; eleQors, a Seneſcifal, and Freeholders 
of the Manor—only ene refident, and but 12 permitted to vote 

Patron, Lord Granard.  ' + * eee GTO 

„Dome inn jj. N 

Contains 77628 inhabitants, a great number wh are elee- 
tors, and eight boroughs, EO EA MRNA 
Bann retains only the name, being totally uninhabited; the 
electors, a returning Officer, and 12 Burgeſſes nominated by 
Patron, Mr. Loftus, the repreſentative of Lord Ely 
- Clonmines, a decayed and rotten borough z electors, a returning 
Officer, and 12 Burgeſſes, all non-reſidents, being the ſame who 
are the electors for Bannow Patron, Mr. Loftus. - ' | 
Featbard, 2 venal, rotten borough z electors, a returning Officer 
and 12 Burgeſſes, all non-reſidents, being the ſame 13 men who 
return for Bannow and Clonmines, ſo that 13 domeſtics, or per- 
ſons dependent on the will of Mr. Loftus, and nominated by him, 
depute six members to ſerve in Parliament from an opulent and 
reſpectable county, wherein they are not perhaps acquainted, or 

poſſeſs one ſhilling property. This muſt be a burleſque on all 
repreſentation Patron, Mr. Loftus. EY 

Enniſcorthy, 700 inhabitants; eleQors, a returning Officer, and 
12 Burgeſſes, only one reſident Patron, Sir Veſey Colclough, 
Bart. who ſacrificed his intereſt therein on the altar of public 


* 


- freedom, 


Gorey, eleQors, a .returning Officer, and 12 Burgeſſes, a venal, 
corrupt, and rotten borough, under the direction o Patron, 
Stephen Ram, Eſq; | 
New Roſs, a large town, eleQors, a returning Officer, and 12 
Burgeſſes, with a right of making an unlimited number of free- 
men, but venal and rotien, under the influence of——Patrons, 
Mr. Leigh, and Charles Tottenham, Eſqz 5 5 

Taghman, a corrupt venal, and rotten borough; electors, a re- 
turning Officer and 12 Burgeſſes, under command of Patron, 
M ͤ·˙· | | 

Wexford, a large and . populous trading town; electors, a 
Mayor, 2 Bailiffs, 24 Burgeſſes, and 800 or goo Freemen—ought 
to be a free town; but by manceuvering in the corporation, it is 
retained as a kind of rotten borough, under the influence of 
Richard Neville, Eſq; and a few others. 


CounTyY or WickLow 


Contains 56,5 32 inhabitants, goo whereof are eleQors, and four 
boroughs, namely, | | 

Baltinglaſs, 960 inhabitants; eleQors, of whom are reſident on- 
ly three, a Sovereign, Recorder, Town Clerk, 12 Burgeſſes, and 


7 as, HO: THEY STATE, e. 


an unlimited nuniber of Free Commons, but at es do not 
-exceed 20.—Proprietor of the hoy and Patron, Lord Aldborough, 
who, following * 0 example of Lord Charlemone, Colonels Maſ- 
ſey, Flood, Bernard, &c, nobly ſacrificed his private intereſt at 
the ſhrine of public liberty. 

- - Wichlow, a ſea- pott town, 800 inhabitants; electors, a Por- 
trieve, and 12 Burgeſſes, there are alſo an indeterminate number 
of Fremen, who are not permitted to vote——Patron, ts 
tives of the late William Tighe, Eſq. 

 Carysfort, gone entirely to ruin and decay; elector, a Sove- 

and ra Burgeſſes, ally of courſe, non reſident Pro- 
jetor of the Soil and Patron, Lord Carysfort. 

Blæſſington, 240 inhabitants, electors, a Portrieve, 2 Bailiffs, 
a Regiſter and 12 Burgeſſes, with power in them to make free- 
men, which they do not exerciſe beyond four or five, and all 
thefe eleors are non-reſidents, except one or two; a corrupt, 
venal and rotten borough, at the abſolute command 0. Patron, 


Lord Hillſborou 5 


6 DE 58 


In the Preſs, and ſpeedily will be publiſhed, 


BY THE PRINTERS HEREOF, 
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*,* Tax Editors return their moſt grateful Acknowledge- 
ments to thoſe very reſpectable Characters who have given 
their Aſſiſtance, in completing this Work- beg Leave to ac- 
quaint them, that the Debates of the preſent Seſſion of Par- 
hament is at Preſs, and that they will publiſh a Volume of it 
with all convenient Speed. They ſtill court the Favours of thoſe 
Gentlemen who have patronized this Work, and aſſure them 
that any Manuſcripts that may be committed to their Care, 
ſhall have particular Attention paid to them. ZH 
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